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HYTRODUCTION 


wh . __ X. 4 T% 

We ielicion; when: he:-firſt 
b came out-of the: hands 
of his:Maker ; was 2 
6 very nobk- and; venera:; 
| ble Creature;radorged: 
with many peculiar ex 
_ ctllencies ; andias: the: Plalmiſt:obferpes, 
Onely * Abede''s Jittle Jower than glomr: 
ous Angels - Burt of -atiohi:perſtQiohss 
Holineſs, asit was ies rei beth 
oriental, ſo:didit 'alfo'guy; 
Juſtre to the reſt g:n#t imad, 
ty and Power lovely:mand 
Wiſdom! hy ne err Jo 
every" other —— wiehourthis 

75 nano and (dreadful, £6fthe; OM 
;praiſe- wortivgyl .. Ther wavithat! fingle 
re RE 
that 


J 


/ 


— —— 
% 


The TE on. 


©. 
% 


——O——_— = e——— 
— —_— oe a” wow - © 


that periſh, and made him Heavens great 
youre 2nd, darling 3_which_ if it had 

| i U59-pre D 7 Jeeunconhe 
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qd mbdthat Yreadful calamity 
that hath Gined upon their Poſterity. 

But alas | how are: we fallen from Hea- 
ven to Earth ? from a Paradiſe of pure 
pteaſures,"tora *miferable-and painful Pri 
fon > We'havet6ſtrhat divine  imbge that 
was impreſſed upon Man 1a his primitive 
ſtate, which indeedicompleated; andalt 
preſerved its beauty-and cotaelineſs 3-/an 
with it./have alſo loſt every thing that 
did then canttibute to: make us happy. 3 
and are now become vile and abominable; 
dnd'1as miſerable .as we were formerly 

PY. - :3Q "716 rf 
* How mul & \ſGrious wiewrof that pti= 
mitive felicityMan in his 4agectaot ſtate 
ejoyed, wpubdcontribute'to- plant 'in-us 
i holy life; Jiknow-not : but I am.ſura 
Reatdnucd burmghtily arfkunce the va» 
hiewf)#f/aid/aband :mnalit> ge lovely .andl 
deficables1iTb apoman'that weflets upon 
tecdiſnidk miſeviegheo is: oxfoled toriri this - 
kipfedeftare,ctorwhanrradiinafenite number 
mevpreſſibte dvils;-10f tindupporteble: 
pans! heilies mpoti3 hownbe- is/ buried; 
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hell of extream torments : -. How excee- 
dingly amazing. is this ? The very Poet 
could ſay, 46Gſerum eſt fuiſſe beatum. 

Bat, God knows, this 1s but very ſel- 
Join (and if, ever, but faintly) reflected 
upon: we are (to our ſhame ) become 
contented (laves, and ſatisfied to bear Fet- 
ters and Chainsz we continually live 1a 
the mid(t of all evil, never enjoy a mo- 
ments ſolace or comfort: notwithſtand- 
ing of which, like mad-men weare content 
with our ſtate; and like the Sow take plea- 
ſure to puddle in the mire, 

And although that ſame diffuſive and 
boundleſ goodneſs that firſt breathed 
in us the breath of lite, and framed, us'in_ 
his own likeneſs and image, agata pitied 
us in 'our low eſtate, and-.provided the 
molt valuable and Soveraign remedie to 
recover us from this , mortal diſeaſe : ; 
though, he has procured a compleat Ran- 
ſom to liberate us, from the inſupportable 
ſlavery and tyranny of fin 3,has offered 
to re{tore our former beauties, to repol- 
(els aus of that happineſs. we bad loſt, and 
to make us again Favourites and F ree- 
men; yet how infolently have we reje- 
(ted: this kinde |. offer > how impionlly 
have we cut thoſe, cords of lave alunder, 
and refuſe to be healed ? 
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"> Tis, Itidecd.: : marteri of preat ſadneſs:to | 
cotilider the key iid intolerable affionrs 
that are*tiow* caft upor* Holineſs 3/ how 
menare* atrived ar'that pitch of impietic, | 
tof ſcogn* and-deride Religion, which for- 
tier ages were at ſome pains to advancez 
as if Holineſs wete inconſiſtent with the 
principles of Generofity, and onely beco- 
ning mean and moroſe ſpirits. 

- How tranſcendent a folly and nadnek 
this-is, will eafily appear by what I (ball 
afterwards lay down, - | Methinks:the'na- 
ked repreſentation of Holineſs, ſhould be 
motive enouph' (if not to court it, yet ) 
to erigage-men to corre their: unreaſo- 
nable prejudices they entertain againſtit; 
aid even 'force /its' greateſt Antagoniſts 
to become its Advocates. But alas! vice 
hath caſ} ſuch a'dark ſhadow upon mens 
Judgemeats;'that they are become 2s un- 

_ fit Judges of its'beauty, as blind men are 
of colours z' otherwiſe we might yet ex- 
pett to fee-contemned Vertue much more 
1n vogue than ever Vice was. | 
* 'To excite ourdelires, Scripture bs re- 
preſented'it under the moſt comely dreſs, 
has diſcovered its beauty and 'excellen- 
cie /, - and. Tecommended- it'by the moſt 
endearing motives which-are apt to work 
both uron our hope _ fear': Upon our 

k hope, 
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hope, by bropoſing an infiaitely- valuable 
reward to the righteous, beſides: the pre 
ſent advantages that attend it. Upon our 
Fear;by opening to our view the powers of / 
the-world to:come, and diſcovering the in- 
ſupportable miſery that-the damned ſuf 
. fer day and. night ;' (o'that-if men' would 
but fo "far ed their Reaſon; as foberly 
to conſult their own intereſt and. happi- 
neſs, I doubr not. but this alone ſhovld 
be motive enough to, excite them, to the 
pradiſe-of Holinefs, and ſcare them from 
thoſe ways of (1n that lead down to the 
chambers of death. 
- Jt. would. make ( one would: thiak ) 
the greateſt Senfualiſt to relinquiſh the 
momentary pleaſures he enjoys here, to 
be poſſeſt of thoſe eternal joys that the 
pure in ſpirit (hall reap i» the Kingdom of 
"their Father : and the moſt hardned and 
 Impregnable- (inner tremble, to think of 
dwelling with devouring flames. 
Now theonely infallible way to attain 
thoſe celeſtial felicities, and to evite the 
miſerable conſequences of vice, and thoſe 
pains and tartures that 1t expoſeth i Its vo- 
tariesits, 1s to abandon every luſt, be it 
never ſo impetuous, and to cleanſe oxr 
ſelves (as the Apoltie. adviſeth us) from 
all - of the fieſ and ſpirit, andto 
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perfe® bolineſs in the fear of God. 
- For the better directing our preſent 
inquiſition, I ſhall f7/# briefly repreſent 
the »atyre of true Holineſs, and ſhew the 
beauty and excellencie of it. Secondly, 
I ſhall diſcourſe of its rule, and more pars 
ticularly diſcover the ſeveral branches of 
Holineſs. Thirdly, I (hall propound fſeve- 
ral motives and znducements to engage 
men to the praQtiſe of -Holineſs; and 1n- 
deed, this is what I chiefly intend to infiſt 
upon. Foyxrthly, I ſhall remove all thoſe 
Cavils and ObjeFions that are urged a- 
gain(t Holineſs, And Laſtly, conclude 
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Snond not hereto deſvend to Air | 


 fideration of every partica}ar bianch 

of Holineſs, but to diſcourt® of it inthe 
general, as it is thecombinatio of all Obri- 
ian vertues: and as it is'thus conſide- 


red, I need not, I think, 4n the deſcription 


of it, accurately (tudy all thoſe 'Logical 
rules Philoſophers require ina good-de- 
finition. For may part,. ittully:enough 
ſatisfies me to know,that Abiimeſs. 16 2 cow- 
formity to the Divine Law,"and « hearty 
and ſincere compliance with thoſe original 
diGates of humane nature;asd the Coltt- 
mands revealed in ſacred Writ. \ 

So long as Man remained obedient"'to 
the Laws of his. Maker, his holiney = 
untainted, and his Beauty and pri 
congenite  comelineſs contiaued ; var 
his woeful apoſtacy he Joſt that n 
embelliſhment of his nature, which ' did 
indeed give a grace to\alt his othet:-a0- 


- compliſhments,, and | is now become ugly 


and © deformed.” Holineſs and purity: of 
Spirit are different words, but of the 
lame ſignification, andare promiſcuovfly 
_ in Scripture to expreſs the ſame 
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thing. Oppoſite to which are Sin and 
Uncleanneſs : '8in beir 
taminatcs\ aha Hpul, At 
beauty which formerly did of right belong 
trols: 3 ©), No591-b 07 5: 3M JON | 


©. Tonditbaugh> tis: notione particular good 
-,-. ajon that denominates a-,ian\boly.; \yet 
--*., Every. wilfol aberration from, and tranſ- 
.._Ateſſion of the Law, conſtitutes man 2 


frrner, and: makes' hi liable 'to the de- 
'merit of - the offence. Whoſoever there- 


fore tatends #0 perfel? holineſs, muſt ( ac- 


cording to.the Apoſtle's advice ) cleanſe 


binfelf from allfdthineſs of the fleſb and 


ox, and" ſincerely endeavour to I 
al god acions. 

In a word, Holineſs 10 its general n0- 
109, 1s the comprehenſive ſum of the moral 


2 aad\may be very. aptly deſcribed 
at 


which 1n this lapſed eſtate- conſiſts. in the 
figcerity.'of; our intentions and ations, 


x64 {hall be - 


feQtions and ſpots that attend -our natural - 
"ſtave, ſhall -be quite: removed and, done 
Away. So long as,our fouls aQuate their 


yfapuce' bodies; (ibs and -jnfirmities-.will | 


Getve to the belk LavP abſolute innocence 
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obs” 1t, of, that 


it, abſtein from every '4PPearance . of 


a ceaſmg from evil, and doing goods; 


ed when gronteltty I. 
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Jwallowed uh if: life 5; -when thoſe imper- 
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perfect holineſs is reſeryed for that 
_—O all things are become new. But 
yetſo far-as the frailty of qur nature, and 
the/imperfetion of our. preſent. ſtate. will 
ſuffer, we -ought ſincerely. to _ſtudy'.to 
walk (as it .is. ſaid of Zacharias and: Elz- 
zabeth) in all: the Commandments of God 
blameleſs ; the general courſe and tenour 
' of our lives ſhoald correſpond and keep 
a conformity with- the: divine precepts, 
which, as I ſhall juſt now ſhew, are z2be 
rule of bolineſs. 

Almighty God, who well conſiders the 
nature-of man, does noteſteem'men-to:be 
either vicious or holy, from: the perfor- 
mance of ſome particular .a&s *. Thert'is 
not-4 juſt man who liveth and buneth; Rot. 
It. is the peculiar »votto of aur 'Lorti 
Chriſt, That he did no fir, neither [was 
there gwile ſound in his month.: But.the 
Jmperfect obedience of good-nien, wha 
inthe; general eourſe of their life fincere- 

ly.ſtudy: an 1iniverſal conformity; and rex 
ſpe& to the divine Laws, -1s eſteemed: by 
him who'judgeth righteouſly tb be ſuffici- 
ent.in order to our acceptance with him, 
upen the account of the merits .and:per- 
fect obedience of our | bleſſed Saviour: 
[The wile God , who-confiders the fraik 
__ ties-and;: imperfections. that attend. ' aur 

| preſcat 
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preſent ſtate, expets not more from us. 
than we are able to perform, He is not 
ſo rigorousa Lord, to require Brick where 
there is no Straw - the terms of the Go- 
ſpel are accommodated to our capacities, 
and onely require a holineſs which is poſ- 
ible for the Greature to attain >; at leaſt 
it exadts and expedts no. more , but that 
we endeavour. fincerely and unfeignedly 
to obey all thoſe precepts he has enjoyn- 
ed; that we habituate our felves to per- 
form good ations; that the general pro- 
penſion and inclination of our wills and 
appetites be towards the doing of what 
is impoſed npon us, and abſtaining from 
allkind of evil. 

By what hath been ſaid, it may appear, - 
that holineſs conſiſts not ia Speculation, 
but-in PraGice : Tis not the knowledge 
of duty, but the aftual performance of it 
that entitles men to be holy ; and that too, 
not ſuperficially, or in a good mode, and 
rarely performed; but ſincerely, and 
tbroughout the whole courſe of our lives. 
For men to know their daty and not per- 
form it, is to inhaunce their own miſery, 
and to ſecure to themſelves double ſtripes: 
and to perform ſome good ations, and 
ab(tain from the groſler pollutions of the 
world, and yet to be vicious in the ge- 
nera 
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neral courſe of their lives, this is ſuch a 
holineſs that will never profit any man. 
The rxle of holineſs, to which we muſt 
heartily ſtudy an aQtual conformity, does 
not diſpenſe, no not with the commiſſion 
of the leaſt ſin, nor omiflion of the ſmal- 
leſt duty. 

But becauſe general deſcriptions of 
things are frequently overlooked, I ſhall 
not think it unneceſſary to deſcend toa 
more particular ſurvey, and conſider Ho- 

lineſs in its ſeveral branches, as they are 
plainly deſcribed by the Chriſtian rule of 
Holineſs. 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Rale of Holineſs. 


Lthough the whole Canon of Scri- 
pture is uſeful to inſtru us in our 
duty ;-yet becauſe many things, if not 
approved, yet diſpenſed with under the 
old diſpenſation, are now quite antiqua- 
ted and abrogated, I ſhall therefore at 
preſent confine my diſcourſe to the Go- 
ſpel-Oeconomy, and by the rule diſcover 
wherein the: Nature of true Holineſs and 
undefiled- Religion before God ''con- 
I 
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. Dy a diffle* confident, it will not be 
expected | ſhould prove that. the New 
FTeftament' is of Divine Authority, and 
conſequently an iafallible rwle to. direct us 


in: the way. of holineſs: :the 'mumerous 


late Diſcourſes, 'which have! excelleatly 
well performed this task, againſt the pro- 
digiouſly prophanie: Atheiſts this. impure 
age hath to its lafting reproach hatched, 
makes me without rhe leait fear.of cenſare 
ſuperſede this undertaking: **. © 

I ſhall take it then for Sranted, (it be: 
ing acknowledged 'by all rational men ) 
that the Goſpel is the great and certain 
Standard whereby we may truly judge 
of any man's holineſs ; and never doubt 
to conclude, that hewho'1n the general 
courſe and tenour of his life walks con - 
trary to the Ryle, can lay no claim, plead 
no- intereſt to the title of Holineſs z this 
being no other-thing (as I have already 
ſhewed) but a combination of thole ver> 
tues the Goſpel, precepts enjoyn, 

Now the precepts of Chriſtianity which 
point us our, daty, may, for. btevity, be 
reduced; to- thele 'three - general; Heads. 
For firſt, .they ;are either ſuch as enjoya 
Piety, towards. God. Secondly; or ſuct 
that require the, good goverament of our 
ſelves. Or thirdly, thoſe that preſcribe 

- our 
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our carriage and behaviour towards! o- 
thers. Of theſe I ſhalt} take a brief ſar- 
vey; and as I. go along;; excite nien''to 
the practice of every particular duty,” by 
rational motives and -anducements 3 and 
withal diſcover the:perfeion and com- 
plearne(s' of' the Chrifiian Rale, above 
all'the' Inſtirutions thatieverwere or can 
war pd 4/4 bat 3.28.02 21-1; 
-Fisſt, amongſt- thoſe Laws of Cheriſti- 
anity Mich « enjoyn Hety /towards/ God, 
we find Love to him ſtanding inthe front, 
and claiming 'the precedeney.,” This. is 
( as our blefled Savionr: informs us:) the 


firſt and great Commanament, it being 1n- 


deed the ſcource and, briginal of all: ante 

of obedience... 22 
To excite our Love; Jer: us ie oval 
to our view his iafinite and 'traaſcendent 
perfeQions; | rhe 'undeferved favours he 
every mionre beſtows -upor us, 'the'innu- 
merable dangers and :accidents we are 
nts forci- 
ble enough 'to:draw Love from the.moſt 
rocky and obdurate heart. 'Tis indeed 
an amazing thing, to ſee thoſe into whom 
he has breathed the Breath of Life, on 
whom he has rained ſo many floods 'of 
favours, to remain notwithſtanding as 
frozen, aground which the Sun-rays 'ne- 
ver 
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ver-touch. Tis an odd and ſtrange ope+ 
ration , that ſtreatns of Loye onely meet 
with contempt and diſdain. 

' Sure lam, theres a concurrence of all 
forts of motives arguments to engage 
us to love. Gadz and: thoſe- indeed lo 
charming agd endearing, that it is ſtrange 
any body. ſhould: fail 1n it. Methiaks the 
work it ſelf is ſo ſweet and deleftable,  fq 
raviſhing and-lovely, that men need not 
be courted toit by.,perſwaſion. O what a 
great: deal. of ſatisfaction, of -ineffable de» 
light, does the'deyout ſoul find in thoſe 
attirigs of love: towards God! And if 
the Voluptuous. and Senſualiſt.would but 
abandoa.ttioſe fintul delights: he now 
findes ſo charming and bewitching, and 
betake himſelf to the-prattice of holineſs: 
If:.he -would change the .objet of, his 
lavezand place:it where it ought to'be 5 
I-doubt :not. but;he ſhould quickly: pers 
ceive there. i more pleaſure,” more. con: 
remtiment and -4atisfation' in. the. love of 
God, than intheenjoy ment : of all carnal 
pleaſures. Bi 

That man that ſhall make a 5ſt eſti. 
mate of things, ſhall be eafily convinced 
there is gothing worthy of loye.in com» 
pariſon of God. Alas ! the pleaſures 
of this world are but ſhadows:and fan+ 
2'i cies,” 
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cies, which will ſoon diſappear! Its beau- 


ty and ſplendour is but gilded and delu- 
ſory :: Ln is it reaſonable, nay,is it not ex- 


tream madneſs,to place the ſtrength of our * 


affeftions on ſuch uncertain and quiekly- 
cemoved vanities ? 

\The uſual arguments of. love amongſt 
alas, are Relation, Intereſt, or the Beay- 
ty and Excellency of the; Obje&. Now 
allthefe lay much ſtronger obligations up- 
pn-us to love God. For Relation, is he 
got | our Lord and Maker,-' who gave us 
life and 'being;. "who as a tender Father 
kindely compaſſionates our condition , 
and. in our.Jow eſtate has carefully min- 
ded-us,. when-our other: Relations have 
accounted us aliens and ftrangers > _ This 
the Royal Pſalomiſt experimented ;-and I 
make'no queſtion but many good men 
have been; and are living Inſtances: of this 
truth. 

And indeed, that man that conſults his 
own intereſt, cannot but be ſtrongly ex- 
cited to love 'that God who is the beſt 
benefactor, and equally willing and: able 
to beſtow favours upon him. It is an 
argumentof a very baſe:and mean ſpirit, 
to deſpiſe our benefaftors : but thus have 
we requited Qod, who daily loadeth:us 


with mercies, and reneweth his bleſings 
every 
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every morning: we: have; God: knows, 
-noft "iofoleinly carried our -felves þ even 
-then, when he bas been diſplaying: a ban- 
-ner of love overus.-* 
4+ for Beauty' and. Excellency, whar 
in the world can compete with him, who 
- is 'glorious in holineſs, and whoſe Name 
7#excellent in dll the earth £ How.quick>+ 
ly are all created beauties winked into 
darkneſs? At the beft they are but ftreams 
derived from. this glorious being 5 and 
1s it not hugely reaſonable, that he who'is 
the/ofiginal of theſe, ſhould-be the chief 
objeQ' of out” love, and make us- with 
the Plalmiſt lay, hom have I in the heas 
wer but thee 3/ and there is none upon the 
earth I deſire beſides thee 3.2! 
T-know there'is nd- man. would eake.it it 
well, nay who would not be highly:incen- 
ſed, andthink himſelf much wronged,” to 
have his Love called in queſtion; but 
God knows how little reaſon the far grea- 
ter part of Mankinde have to pretead 
love, who ſtand not to break his Laws, 
tocaſt behinde-them and lightly aan 
his « date the: obedience of which as 
made' the beſt _ ſureſt charatter pl 
Love. 16 
- "Would God it wete as eafie to ot 
_ is to propoſe our duty.” But how 
£1975 har 1 
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hard is it to conviace men of the folly, 
the extream and ftrange madneſs, of be- 


ing lovers of pleaſures more than lavers of 


God? Bur the truth is, there is ſuch a mire 
and puddle of pollution i in our hearts,that 
it quite choaks & extinguiſheth all ſparks 
bf Love, makes us violate the principles of 
humavity, and become more ungueate 
than the beaſts whe bave no nnderſtan- 
ding. + , 
But if this Divine Aame be kindled i in 
our Hearts , if it be ſincere and ſuperla- 
tive asit ought to be, it will ealily employ 
all the faculties of our Soul in his ſervice; 
it will engage, and enable us too, to per- 
form the ſeveral Duties of Piety the 
Laws of. Chriſtianity cajoyn,; which be- 
cauſe they are ſome of the particular 
branches of  Holineſ7, I ſhall briefly men- 
tion, with their encouragements ; and for 
method and order reduce ro four Heads. 
Firſt, it will inſtru and enable us to ecuſt 
and depend upon God., Secondly,to fub- 
mit and obey his Will. 7h4:rdly, to ho- 
nour and reverence his great and lacred 
Name.. And Laſtly, to worſhip, and a- 
dore him according -to. the method be. 
bath himſelf- preſcribed. , 

Thegin with the firſt gamely, That Love 
where itis ſincere, is-a noble and gene; 
C rous 
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rous paſſion, apt to excite and enable us 
to depend on God. This is, I confeſs, a 
duty very uſefal, and never out of ſeaſon: 
the Pſalmiſt wifely adviſeth us, to traſt i 
him-at all times, when weare 1n the mid(t 
ofall trouble, as well as when our condi- 
tion is ſerene, and wholly exempt from 
outward fears. When the divine Provi- 
dence hath placed ws in the moſt diſmal 
circumſtances, even in this ſad and com- 
fortleſs ſtate, our*fears ought to give place 
to faith z we would do well to repoſe a 
ſpecial confidence in him, who 1s here- 
by become engaged to ſecure and defend 
us. This method the excellent Plalmiſt 
obſerved , -and reſolved conſtantly to 
heed in times of imminent danger : What 
time I am afraid T will truſt in thee, 
Pſal. 56. 3. and we find that faithful men 
1 former times took this courſe alſo: We 
know not what to do, onely our eyes are to 
thee, 2 Chron. 20. 12. 

I: this lapſed ſtate-we lie open to' a 
multitude of accidents ; every place 1s at- 
rended with datigers; our enemies are as 
ſubtile and cunning, as they are (trongand 
numerous. The Prince of the '/powerof 
the Air has his wit always upon the rack, 
in/inventing ftratagems and devices to un- 
do'us.z and his'Emiffaries {lip no oppor- 

tunity 
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tunity of our ruine : and{ is there a ſafer 
courſe than to truſt in Fehough,, who. is e- 
verlaſting ſtrength £ who' isindeed, axthe 
Pſalmiſt ſays, &« preſent help in time, of 
reed. Sure 1 am, 1t isrgans greatelt age 
tereſt to flee to the Dw1yne{Providence, 
which is the beſt guard; againſt all dan- 
gers; for we necd not doubt to conclude 
with the Apoſtle, /f God bewith A ave 
can be againſt us £ 
'Tis allo the Law of Heaven , thes: ja 
times'of want we conhide'in God, I Ph. 
5. 6. Caſt.all your care, upon him, ; for 
he careth for you. I confels, we muſtor 
expect to be hed miraculouſly ,. to haye. 
the Ravens to bring bread and fleſh\to 
us morning and-evening, or that the,meal 
in our Barrel ſhould -1ncreaſe and; never 
waſte , but |be multiplied-:as the [E,gaves 
and Fiſh were by our Saviour : We aauſe 
not fooliſhly dream that, Manna ſhall. 
fall about our Tents ,, when we may;ult 
the lawful-means; this ſure were rather 
atempting-of, than truſtiog/in God; /Byt 
yet, after we have experimented all law- 
ful: means:and: probable ways, and _ 
It -utterly.-impoſlible far. us to help. q 
ſelves; then tnay we ſafely repoſe our = 
tidence upon him, who feeds the young re- 
ves when they cry wnto:him, Therefore 
bay. i (lays 
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Clays our Lord) T ſay unto you, Take no 
thdnght ſor your life , what you ſhall eat, 
or what you ſhall drink); cen ſor your 


body, what ye ſhall put on : Is not the life 


wore than mitat'? and the body than rai- 


theft? Behold the fowls of the air, for 


they ſow not;neither do they reap, nor ga- 
ther -into batn's: Jet your heavenly Fa- 


ther" feedeth them.” © Are ye not much bet- 


ter than they? Cc. Maith. 6. 25, 26, 
*Tis rejected Af condemned as a Pagan 
8Heatheniſh fin, to be querulons and fol 
licitaus of whe: we ſhall eat, or what we 
ſhell arink, or wherewithal we ſhall be clo- 
+hed + for after all theſe things do the Gen- 
Mes ſeek, v. 31, 32. 

- Tconfeſs,as cannot ſufficiently enough 
pity the madneſs of tome men, who will 
troft God with' their Souls, but not with 
their ſecular Concerns; ſo could I never 
'yet project what may be the reaſon why 
better men than the former are ſo apt to 
diſtruſt God in times of danger and want. 
T with ſuch men would conſider how 
ſhrewd a preſumption this is of Atheiſm, at 
Jeiſt of eſtabliſhing the Epicurean notion 
'6f 4 Deity who 1s quite unconcerned a- 
bbuc'taferiour beings, and ſequeſtrated 


_ from the care of ſublunary affairs. For 


if we' did indeed think that he takes no- 
tice 
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tice of us, we could not but confidently 
' rely upon his care. 

Secondly, we are by the perfect rule of 
Piety and Holineſs inſtructed to ſubmit to 
the divine Will, and comply with the Go- 
ſpel- precepts, which concerning all things 
are right. . Perhaps the lot, infinite Wiſp 
dom has carved out to us, is. no ways. re- 
liſhing to fleſh and blood... Whilſt others 
are walking amonglt roſes, ;£njoy all ſecy- 
lar advantages, and are placed i in. the ſun- 
ſhine of proſperity 3 may be we.are forced 
to bang our harps upon thewillows , and 
ſpend our few.,days in ſorrow and prict. 
However, let us not, even,uader theſe ſad 
circumſtances charge God foolsſbly, or-be 
impaticnt. under the ſeverity. of his cor- 
rectionz for this is no argument of; the 
hatred of. a- Father. Let us rather inthis 
caſe view the unſpeakable reward, ang 
the divine promiſes, which are ſufficient 
arguments tq revive our fainting and moſt 
languiſhing hopes, and able to torm our 
{ouls'to true patience. | 

Philoſophers, if ever they attained tg a 
perfection in any vertye, ir was in thezr 
patience under the in(taþijity of worldly 
things 3 and yet their grounds and motives 
to-patience were ſandy. 2nd ineffectual, 
and no ways comparable to the arguments 

C 3 and 


A 


—_——_ DG — C—_——_— 


H : The beak of Holintſs Chapss, 2; 


—— ——_ ES 


_ OS— 


and inducemetits1zid down in the Schene 
of Chriſtian Religion. ''Fpichras his cal- 
lingto minte his former pleafures , - was 
bht' a weak plex'to form him 'to patience 
under the tormenting pains of the Gout. 
And: the $rozcks © notion” that ſufferings 
were no real evils, was realy a fancy cali- 
ly conquered by the extternity of pain, 

el And as' we are thus obligtd- to Fe ebrait 
to the ſevereſt diſpenſation of Providence, 
ſo'we ought to'comply' with” the divine 
will exhibited" in his Precepts. Obeds- 
exce is undoubtedly the beſt evidence 'of 

Loves for hereby # our" love manifeſted, 
thut we do his /7 and indeed the divine 
injungions are (0 natural , - ſo equitable 
and juſt, that we' can alleadge no impof- 
Gbilrty ih" -performing ther. His Cond- 
wands as the*Apoltle infortns us, are vt 
rfevous , 1 Joh. 4. 3. they- require not 
things incommodious and burthenſome, 
23 the moſt of other Religtons do. | 
- 7þe third duty we are inſtructed ja, is 

to reverence and honour his ſacred Name, 
'tohave apprehenſions and affetions ſui- 
'table'to his glorious perfeFions. When 
we ſerionſly refle& on the purity of his 
nature, and the infinity of his cognizance 
oureſteem and veneration of him ſhould 
be truely elevated , and raiſed as high as 
| pollible, 
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poſſible, and make us with Ao/es (in a 
holy rapture) ſay, Whois like unto thee, 
O'Lord among the Gods ! who is like thee, 
glorious in bolineſs, fearful in praiſes, do- 
ing wonders £ Exod. I5. I. 

_ "How 1mpious then and unlawful is it, 
to prophane and violate the facred Name 
of that God we (hould adore, by a.muls 
titude' of raſh and cuſtomary aaths.! $uxe 
thoſe who own. any relatian to than Goa 
who is ſo diſhonoured,. will be: (o gene- 
rQus as to expreſs their diſpleaſure, Maa 
in company: with thoſe who, thus. reyile 
him. But if God be ſo friendigfs as hs 
none toe appear. thus for. him.,- yet ſu Go 
prophane wretches may know, that G 
himſelf will reſent thoſe. injuries aad a4- 
fronts put upon him; he will vigdicate 
his own glory of which he is ſo jealous, 


and ſurely wil not hold fg $#i{tle/1-that 

take his Name in vain, | 1; oc 
Of all fins, this of Swearing i is the molt 
unreaſonable, and cannat pretend the or- 
digary incentives: of Pleaſure or Profit, 
that moſt of Vices: lay ſome claim to. 
How deſperate a phreafie then is it , for 
men without any probability /of allure- 
ments, to draw down upgn therſclves 
the vengeance of an incenſed God? 'Tis 
ſure but a mean Apology, to alleadge an 
C 4 habit 
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habit and cuſtome, while this 1s the very 
thing that enhances their guilt: neither 
wilt it, I think, a whit leſſen the Crime, 

| that Great perſons have given it ſuch a 
vogue in the world. 

The Name of God is a ſacred thing, 
which muſt not be appealed to, bur 1a 
*the mol} weighty and ſerious caſes : Thow 
ſhalt ſwear (ſays the Prophet) 2hat the 
Lord liveth, in truth, juſtice, and judge- 
»1ent. If we either 'affirm' or promiſe 
any thing by oath, it muſt be after mature 
deliberation , ifter we have aſcertained 
our ſelves of. the truth and lawfulneſs. of 
it: ; this the very Poet could dictate, - 


———— 


Nec Dews piterſit, wif ; dignas vindice nodus 
Inciderit---- 


It were to be wiſhed , . that the HeQtors 
of this age wouid learn of the very Hea- 
thens more reverence ; and that thoſe 
men that pretend to good breeding, would 
be ſo civil, even ſometimes for the compa-. 
nies ſake, as'to forbear thoſe Oaths that 
tender ears cannot hear withour offence. 
Ta the laſt place, the Divine Love, it 


ſeattered tn our/Hearts, will excite us to 
worſhip God after the method himſelf 


bath preſcribed; It will direct us to the 
wwe. rule 
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rule of Piety, where we ſhall Gade every 
thing that relates to-Our immediate inter- 
courſe with God in Divine Ordinances 
and Worſhip exaQly ordered. 1 confeſs, 
the Heathen-world , as they weze confu - 
ſed in their notions of a Deity, and al- 
molt quite ignorant of the eternal re- 
ward ſo were they ſuperſtitious 1n their 
Worſhip, and ſometimes ignorantly ere- 
ted Altars to ar unknown God. Their 
Worſhip was attended with a great deal 
of external pomp, was. very grateful to 
their external ſenſes; but it reached not 
the Heart. - But the Chriſtjan rule T1 
ſtruqs us to worſhip God in Spirit, and 
preſcribes the beſt method of devotion: 
Ie requires that We worſhip and bow before 
the Lord our maker , with all poſſible hu- 
mility and reverence ; that we poſſeſs our 
Hearts with the oreatneſs and glory of 
that Majeſty we adore ; that we be 1n- 
tent in our devotion, and not ſuffer ſecu- 
Jar concerns to intrude and i iaterrupt usz 
that we att fajth upon him, and believe 
that he is 4 rewarder of thoſe that dili- 
gently: ſeek him; and that we approach 
the throne of grace i» the Name of the 
boon Jeſus Chriſt. 

Devotion were not a duty, yet me- 
th s the advantages thereof (hould- in+ 
vite 
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vite us to the performance: But fince 
God - has coupled' oor duty and intereſt 
together', how amazing is it to think we 
ſhoald ſo neglect it > How many attra- 
&ives are there to approach his preſence, 
who dwells, in light unacceſſuble * Have 
we not a multitude of fins to confeſs ? 
many wants we would fain have ſupplid? 
How many temptations does-every place 
preſent 2 How numerous are the dangers 
and accidents to which we lie open? and 
ſhould not all theſe excite us to render 
homage tothat omnipotent'power, which 
alone can guard us from inconveniences ? 
But beſides onr dangers we are freed 
from, 'the mercies and favours he daily 
confers upon us , the freſh communica- 
tions of his bounty every morning, nay 
minute,require at leaſt a return of praiſe, 
and a grateful acknowledgment. But 
yet alaſs ! in ſpight of all theſe induce- 
ments, how 1s Devotion contemned by 
ſome, and neglected by moſt ? 

But I dare not enlarge now on the par- 
ticular Branches of Holineſs, nor inſiſt in 
the recommendation of every particular 
duty, leſt I ſeem to digreſs from my pro- 
per ſubje&. TI ſhall therefore proceed to 
the other two Branches of Holineſs, ngge- 
ly, thoſe duties that reſpect our ſelves and 
others. | s 
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''As to the firſt , we are by the perfe& 
rule of Holineſs inſtructed tolive Gert, 
to be moderate 1n all things, : and to ſhun 
every kinde of exceſs, asequally hurtful 
to Sonl and Body : it forbids complacen- 
cy in thoſe Juſts. that war againſt both'; 
reſtrains all' Irregular and impetuous-in- 
-clinations ;retrenches all inordinate de- 
fires; rhe firſt motions to forbidden ob- 
Jeas, and, in'a word , enjoyns all thoſe 
vefrtues which teſpect either our Bodies 
'Of Souls. ' 

For thoſe that reſpedt « our Bodies, ton 
ſtritly 18 chaſtity commanded'? For this 
i the will of 'God , even your ſanitifibd- 


'Fion, that ye ſhould abſtain from fſornied- 


Hor, 1 Thef.'4.3, We are urged' with 
the moſt affectionate earne\{tneſs, to ab- 
ſain from the very firſt motions to for- 
bidden objects, from the polluted glati- 

ces and wanton laſcivious ſpeeches that 
#te windows at which uncleanneſs enters; 
«nd that by ſuch invincible and cogent 
'argaments, 'as' might prove effectual with 
-meni who but conſider what*they 'do'; 
Luſt being a Vice miſchievous to the bo- 
dy, Prov.7. 26. hurtful to the Soul, Prov. 
'6. 32, caſtiog an everlaſting ſtain upon a 
mans good Name, Prov. 6.33. undoing 


his- Subſtance , Prov. 6. 26, Job 31. 12. 


and 
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and that which finally excludes from the 
Kingdom of Heaven, where nothing that 
-pollutes can enter, 2 Cor.6.9. Kev.21.27. 

'7is indeed no wonder though the Re- 
ligion of the Gentiles, which contained 


-a, prodigious mixtare of vanity and im- 


piety , gratified the inclinations of un- 
cleanneſs : for if we conſult their writings, 
we ſhall obſerve, that the moſt abomina- 
ble vice wanted not a Deity to patronize 
3t amongſt them 3 which upon the  mat- 
ter was ar eſtabliſhing iniquity by Law, 
and an argument more ſufficient to.en- 
courage than to corre& vice: And al- 


though the Writings of. ſome Philoſo- 


Pphers have, been more refined , [yet the 
Lives even of ſuch were full of the foul- 
eſt actions, Nay, the rules which the 
beſt Maſters of Morality among(t them 
preſcribed, never reached to the purify- 
ing of the Heart. 

T confeſs , that man that ſhall take no- 


tice (and who, having eyes in his head, 
.canavoid this , when men proclaim their 


fin like Sodom 2 )) of the prodigious un- 
cleanneſs this prophane age has arrived 
at, (hall be ſtrongly tempted to ſuſpe& the 
purity of the Chriſtian Rule, if he make 
no farther enquiry. than to the praQtices of 
moſt that are called Chriſtians, We may 

indeed 
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indeed very aptly write to the profet- 
ſors of this age, as the great Apoſtle did 


tothe Church of Corinth: 1t is reported 


commonly that there is fornication among 
you, and ſuch fornication as is not ſo much 
as named amongſt the Gentiles, 1 Cor. 
5.1. And I am alittle afraid, if the 
Church ſhould (tridtly obſerve that charge 
that the Apoltle gives there, and excom- 
municate all ſuch wicked perſons, that our 
Church ſhould not need to brag much 
of the number of Chriſtians. 

'Tis indeed matter of great ſadneſs, to 
conſider how much the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion has ſuffered;upon the account of the 
ſcandalous practices of Titular Chriſtians ; 
and I make no doubt but this age has been 
at more pains than any that precedes it, 
to increaſe the ſcandal : but ſure 'tis but 
a ſilly artifice to challenge the exaQneſs 
of the Kyle, and with Celſ&#4 impudently 
alleadge 'that the Chriſtian Religion en- 
courageth men to the practice of immora- 
lity and vice fiace of all Religions, the 


Chriſtian onely can produce the ſtricteſt 


Laws againſt all filthineſs of fleſh and 


ſpirit. "Tis a DoGrine,asthe bleed Apo- 


{tle tells us, according to gedlineſs, and 
lays uadiſpenſible obligatioas upon its 
tollowers, both to thiak upon, ard to do, 

what- 
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whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are of 
good report, and (uchlike things , which 


and yer it doth not onely preſcribe gene- 
ral rules, but deſcendeth to the comman- 
ding of all. particular vertues, and the e- 
qual prohibition of particular vices. 

Next to Chaſtity , we might diſcourſe 
largely of the commendation of Modera- 
tion in eating and drinking, and (hew 
that the exceſs of both 1s condemned, as 
being mean 'and ignoble ; that it is the 
trae.cauſe of many loathſome diſeaſes, 1s 
attended. with a prodigious multitude of 
temporal evils, Prov. 23..22. and threat- 
ned with laſting & eternal torments here-. 


after. Hence our Royal Maſter fails not 


to exhort his Diſciples , to Take heed to 
themſelves, leſt at any time they be over- 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
Luke 21.34. And one of his bleſſed Apo- 
{tles tells us, that Drunkards ſhall not in- 
herit the Kingdom of God, 1 Cor.6.19. 


And indeed, daily experience puts it be- 


yond aii doubt, that thoſe ignoble figs 
naturally tend to impoveriſh men, and 
folly verifie the wile mans predidtion, 


That the drunkard and the glutton ſhall 


come to poverty, Prov. 23. 21. zo 
But 
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But paſling thoſe vertues that concern 
our Bodies, I come now to conſider thoſe 
that adorn our Soxls; and I ſhall con- 
fine my diſcourſe to thoſe which are the 
peculiar graces of Chriſtians, and which 
the \Chriſtian rule does more particularly 
reCommend : Such as Humility , Meek- 
neſs, Contentment, and Self-denial. 

If weenquire narrowly 1nto the Lives 
of Heathen Philoſophers , we ſhall finde 
their pride and vain-glory ſtained the beſt 
of their actions. Self-denial was a ver- 
tue never taught in their Schools; and 
for Contentment , the rules they preſcri- 


. bed . were but ineffectual to recommend 


it, 

But the Goſpel couples our Duty and 
Intereſt together; it commands Hyumlity, 
and recommends its advantages and al- 
luring attraftives. It diſcovers the dan- 
gers that. attend Pride 3 and the great 
folly of being vain of Beauty, Strength, 
Wit, Riches, Honours, or Preferments : 
Of all theſe I may uſe the Apoſtie's phraſe, 
'Tis not expedient doubtleſs for men to 
glory,. 2 Cor.12.7. Are not theſe the 
free gifts of Divine goodneſs ? and what 
can be more unreaſonable than for depen- 
dent creatures to be proud ? 

Humility 1s 1ndeed fo amiable, ſo en- 
dearing 


=— 
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dearing a- quality, and ſo noble an embe- 
hſhmenr of our nature, that where this 


1s wanting, all other advantages are little 


regarded; and nor onely men, but the 
great God alfo reſts the prozd, it being a 
vice which, beſides Chriſtianity, Motality 
alſo condemns; as univerſally unbeconfing 
to Humane nature; and that which not 
onely diſturbs ones ſelf, but alſo diſquiets 
whole ſocieties: But God gives grace to 
the bumble; he takes ſuch perſons into 
favour, as being more pliable tg receive 
the 1mprelſs of ' his love. .. 

Ang as a humble, fo alſo a week and 
quiet ſpirit is i the ſ; ight of God of great 
price. And can there be a more convin- 
cing motive than this, to recommend 
meekneſs to Chriſtians? And indeed we 
cannot pretend to be the Diſciples of ho- 
ly Jeſus, if we.refuſe to learn that lefſon 
he hath copied out to us, Matth.I1. 29. 
Learn of me, for Tam meek and lowly irs 
heart. | 

Although a calm and quiet ſpirit Is a 
reward to it ſelf, as every vertue.is; yet 
it wants not a claim to a tem poral felicity 
allo, Matth. 5.5. Bleſſed are the week, 
for they ball inherit the earth. Thele be 
the perſons to whom by right of pro- 
miſe this (tately Fabitjck of earth belongs. 
And 
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And if we now view that unpleaſant 
vice of Anger oppoſite to it, this will yet 
 addemore to its luſtre,and help to recom- 
mend it the more effectually. Anger be- 
ing ſuch an unpleaſant humour, that it 
makes thoſe men it poſſeſſes unfit for hu- 
mane ſociety, it being not unfitly defined 
by the Poet to be 4 ſhort wadneſ;; which 
indeed agrees very well with the Wiſe 
mans verdict of it, Eccl. Anger reſts int 
the boſom of fools. It then men would 
but compare the calm and happy ſereni- 
ty of Meckneſs, with that inward and 
outward trouble and diſquietment that is 
the effe& of Anger, they could not but 
eſteem the one,and declaim againſt the o- 
ther. 

I: the next place,oug Chriſtian rule re- 
commends Cortentment as the moſt pre- 
cious Jewel in the Saints Diadem; *tis 
that noble ingredient that makes the moit 
bitter cup ſweet and pleaſant : it renders 
things, otherwiſe naſavory and burthen- 
ſome , to be indeed reliſhing and eaſfie. 
This is it that ſeaſons the meaneſt meal ; 
makes .a diſh of herbs a feaſt ,' and a cup 
of cold water pleaſe the palate : This is 
that vertue which makes men in the mid(t 
of ſtorms repreſent a calm, and in the 
faddeſt circumſtances to ſing ſweetly. He 
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who has learned St. Pax/'s leflon how to 
want, and how to abound, is not diſcom- 
poſed either by Proſperity or Adverſity 
but 1n both caſes can behave himſelt like 
a man-in reaſon. This 1s it which 1s 1nſe- 
parably conneQted with Godlinels, is the 
ſme thing expreſſed by different names. 
This is a vertue fo lovely and deſirable, 
attended. with ſo many advantages, that 
we have all imaginable encouragements 
to hearken to the Apoſtles advice, Heb. 
12.5. Be content with {uch things as ye 
have; and in the evil day to heed that 
advice Chriſt gives his Diſciples,to poſſeſs 
our ſouls with patience. 

But how diſquieting and tormenting 
are its contraries? Ambition makes men 
reſtleſs in raiſing their own value and e- 
{teem above others ; it prompts them to 
be always in diſlike with their own pre- 
ſent condition ; the leaſt advancement 
of others above them,gnaws and torments 
their ſpirits, and oftentimes hurries them 
headlong to the greateſt dangers. Mr- 
muring 18 a molt fretting evil,a moſt pain- 
ful dittemper , a fin attended with the 
moſt dangerous conſequents, and which 
1mbittereth the happielt (tate of life here. 
Envy 1sa vice nothing leſs criminal, atten- 


ded with as diſmal etie&s as any, as the 
Apoltle 


———— 
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_ Fr Japjes tells, 7 < 1.3. 16. Where 
envy ying and ſtrife hers Is, conf on and 
hee evil Work. 'An 

ſo mean and ignoble a. a V Zitat Ft 

An it were not (as Wi At oftle Fo 
EtBed It) 32 nol} of lf e197 yer gal 
atit ſpirits ſhoutY dillike i It, "as ing 
and eontenbetbte: : —_ 

"++ the lalt' place, the Gol & recoris 
herds Self- derial as the Thviſtans Per 
culiap Character : If, any 22471 ﬀ: ays our 
Tov Chriſty will come after me, be 
hint den | bizy elf, -and. take up, his croſs 
as Jallo ow \ 6/24 And Fe: Np he 
ack with <2: moſt powerful. uricitement 3 ; 
or w ro jevin#k will [; ave his li ae e ſhall loſt loſe 
,, whoſoever, JE, loſe ſe bis life & Fa 
3 ſake ha fed, Mat. 16. 24 av 
doubt. not But fleſh and bloud will cry 
out, as once Chrilf's o own Diſciples did in 
atiorter caſe; Thzs # 4 ' bard Saying, why 
can bear it £ 'Tis indeed no {ma}l, matter 
to bring down, the” carnal part of i man to 
ſubinit ro the lofs.of Relations, Intereſt, 
and Life: But .fidge the idvantage and 
danger of both”cafes is ſo clearly revea- 
led , what fools will men prove, if ro 
gain this life ;they, loſe the regompfnce 5 0 
a better rewa 

4s the rule Mo {Holineſs J6cs*thes in! 
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ſtru& us in thoſe duties that concern our 
ſelves; ſo it_alfo' teacheth 'us how to 
catry towards others. And in the fir(t 
place, it recommends the Koyal Law of 
love, as the ſpring and ſource of all other 
duties, Rome. 13. 9. If there be any other 
commandment, "tis briefly comprehended 
in this ſaying. namely, Thou ſhalt love thy 
neighbour as thy ſelf. This, for its excel- 
lency ans camprehenſiveneſs, is faid to 
be the fulfilling of the Law, as thoſe who 
negi-& 1t are ſaid to ſer againſt the 

Law. in, : 
Now if this rule of Charity were well 
obſerved , it would help to correct, firſt, 
all uadue Thoughts and Wiſhes. Second- 
Iy, all injurious Words and Speeches. 
Ahd thirdly, all unjuſt Adﬀions and Dea- 
lings towards our Neighbours. | 
Firſt, 1t would very much conduce to 
the regulating of our wiſhes, and to_the 
keeping of our mindes in a meek and 
peaceable temper towards others, Cha- 
rity, if ſincere,'is a noble. and generous 
vertue, which believeth and hopeth the 
beſt of all men : It thinketh no evil, , as 
the Apoſtle among(t many of its other 
good properties obſerveth, 2 Cor. 13.5. 
It eradicates and ſupplants all cenſorious 
thoughts, aad is incompatible with thoſe 
tormen- 
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venge, which, as the Wiſe'man deſcribes, 
ſuffer not m#n to ſleep except they have done 
vnebeey, Prov. x. 36. © he 
"Ad indeed this is but the leaſt part of 
a Chriſtians duty, *tis bur an evidence of 
the loweſt degree of Charity, to retrench 
thoſe irregular and undue wiſhes, which 
oftentimes domore prejudice to'our ſelves 
than others : If ir þe ſincere, it will have 
a further and tore Impogrtant' influence”; 
it -will help, us, to IYovern gur tongues 
alſo}, that we' miay,* as'the great Apoltle 
adviſethus,” /peaktoil of no man, Tit. 
3. 2. to-lay aſide af! malice, and all guile 
axd hypocriſie, and til ſpeaking , 1 Pet. 
2. I; and according to this precept did 

primitive Chriſtians walk. £ 
But alas ! we have degenerated in'no- 
thing more conſpicuouſly from their pra- 
Aiſc than in this : Tn place of their love, 
we have ſubſtituted an induſtrious ſearch 
ito the iniquities of others, Pſal.64.4. 
and have fully verified, the Apoſtles de- 
ſcription of the tongue, Jazy. 3. 8. that 
It is an wnruly evil which no man can 
tame a world of iniquity that ſets thewhole 

creation on fire. 

Neither Majel:y nor 1nnocency can 
now guard againſt its darts; its malignity 
D 3 reach- 
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this. May at the Majelhy,9 Y eayen.: mT 
ſume that ſame comp] Jaigt cExprefle 
Mak-.3-Ag-1 YHg 379745, 42 hen, S. 
againſt we.z apd,harge-  Prpebalg bc 
thgilſts of this ag ſor oppaing (44/7 mgut 
84inf therthc ups £:5 bas 
fs re 95P8£1 Although it is, truely 
Ba at vs Jl rot 1; FFt.it cannot e- 
| ligzntiqus 10AHF 3 
= a my complain 5, Be 
bold. they t- wit - their. months, 
ſawrds, arg itt their Bok. {al. & LS Ang 
ben WETDE {ew men, haney, wha 
angat it Ns 
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but how 
gatiqns of Chai, : Ep «oh 
mans.reaſpa wi ag uſt him. F#þ 
To ſecure men from Ro wa in 
this, it were enough onsly. $0, yeprrich 
the meanneſs of.,1t : but as a mpre. ogh 
enforcement ,, the Goſpel, ok ribes 44 
ltrictelt, rules againſt it, Nag. Tiki 
Judge not,that. yeibe not jndge for bY 
what judgement FI Judge, ye hal bej 
ed. A ſentence which methinks tho wed 
even (trike terrovr in the conſciences of 
the guilty z and ſure if men would but 
minde 
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minde their own concern and intereſt, 
they ſhould more attentively hearken to 


the counſel of the Apoſtle, Eph. 4. 31,32. 


Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice. And be 
ye kinde one to another, tender hearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for 
Chriſts-ſake hath forgiven you. 


But our love muſt not conſiſt in word 


onely, but 7» deed and in truth, as the . 


bleſſed Apoſtle exhorts the primitive 
Chriſtians, 1 Joh. 3. 18, Itisa vain thing 
to pretend love , when we refufe to evi- 
dence it by our deeds: If «4 brother or ſi- 
fter be naked, and deſtitute of daily food, 
and one of you ſay unto them , Depart in 
peace, be you warmed , and filled, ot + 
withſtanding ye grve them not thoſe things 
which are needful! to the body, what doth 
it profit 2 Jam. 2. 15,16. We muſt make 
our actions and dealings the telt: where- 
by we may evidence our love,. otherwiſe 
the fiacerity of it may be juſtly. ſuſpe- 
ted; and therefore in the: firſt place we 
mult aCtually endeavour. to. ſupply the 
wants of our indigent Brethren: This 1s 
above all things recommended to Chri- 
ſtians, t Pex. 4.8. eſpecially to thoſe who 
have received a large ailowance of out- 
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ward bleſſings, v. 10. and it is noted as 
an evidence that the love of God dwelleth 
not in thoſe perſons, who having this 
worlds goods, ſhnt up their bowels of come 
paſſion from thoſe that have need, 1 Joh, 
3-17. Alas! little do men know how 
quickly the balance may change 3; how 
{o0n the richeſt may be in poverty , and 
ſtand in need of that ſupply that they now 
in the days of their plenty deny others : 
the inſtances to prove this, are more 
numerous than that they can be doubted, 
pr need to be related. 

Indeed the performance of this duty 
paſſeth not without a temporal reward 
God, who accounts it a lending to him- 
felf, hath promiſed to repay it; and ſure 
there cannot be better ſecurity than his 
promiſe, And I queſtion not but all a- 
ges can atteſt the truth of what the wiſe -+ 
man obſerveth, Prov. 11. 24. There is that 


ſeattereth, and yet increaſeth and there 


is that witholdeth more than is meet , but 
it tendeth to poverty. 

1 confeſs, I kaqw no vertue more be- 
coming a Chriſtian than Charity , and 
ſcarce any more ſcandaloully negletted ; 
and I am ſorry to think that thoſe 
men who compaſſionate the wants of the 


iadigent, ſhould be ſo yunworthily ſcan- 


dalized ' 
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dalized , as if they were but lukewarm 
Proteſtants, and eſtabliſhed the Popiſh 
Merit : but this is a piece of madneſs [ 
{ball rather pity than inveigh againſt; and 
although I be no friend to merit , yet I 
cannot but ſpeak honourably of thoſe 
whoſe charity and good works make 
them lovely in the ſight of God , who 
has accounted it pure religion and unde- 
filed, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their affliction, Jam. 1.27. 

In the next place , the Chriſtian rule 
requires Juſtice in our intercourſe and 
commerce , and that in our dealings we 
be exactly conſcientious , according to 
that great rule of equity , Matth. 7. 12. 
All things whatſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo to them; 
for this is the law and the prophets. In- 


{| juſtice 1s a vice ſo mean and ignobie, that 


I cannot but admire how great men 
ſhould court it : and if men would but 
actuate theirReaſons,I am ſure they ſhould 
never become guilty of that which, it 
charged with, they cannot patiently en- 
dure, nor be reconciled with the perſons 
which freely reprove them, There is no 
wan, l[ think, that would be ſatisfied to be 
called a Cheat ; and is it not unreaſona- 
ble to think they ſhall evite this charaQer 
who praGtiſe 1ajultice ? The 
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Juſtice, 1s gain and advantage; but how 


viſibly hath Almighty God by a wile pro- 
vidence defeated mens defigns in this! 
There 3s (as Eliphaz obſerved) a fire that 
conſumeth the tabernacles of bribery, Job 
15. 34. and as the wiſe man tells us, Ar 
inheritance may . be gotten haſtily at the 
beginning, but the-end thereof ſhall not be 
bleſſed, Prov.20.21. 

Thirdly, The: Chriſtian rule is a moſt 
compendious and compleat direftory to 
men in every ſtation and place: Parents 


and Children, Malters and Servants, Huſ- 


band and Wite may* from hence learn 


their duty. As it /gives no encourage- 
ment to Tyrants, ſo-neither does it allow 
Rebellion 1n Subjefts 3 but condemns it 
as a (in hetnous and unnatural. But I can- 
not ſtand to enlarge upon every particu- 
lar duty; onely I ſhall infer,that from the 
accompliſhment of thoſe duties enjoyned 
by the Chriftian rule, is formed that Ho» 
lineſs | would fain per{wade men to fol- 
low. | 
To put a cloſe tothis Chapter , it will 
not, | think, be amiſs ro ſhew, that the 
Chriſtian rule of Holineſs is the moſt no: 
ble and molt excellent that was ever ex- 
tant; that it far excels the Schemes of 

Mor - 
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Morality, drawn by the beſt and moſt ce- 
ebrated . Maſters of Pagan Philoſophy, 
209 is more comprehenſive and effectual 
to farm. men to. true Holinels than-the 
Moſaical Law. . 

—_ proc /5,theHeathen Religion does not 
in the: leaſk deſerve to be compared with 
the Chriſtian, no more (I may ſay, much 
kG);thanThe light of the dimmeſt Can- 
dle; ſhould. be compared with the Sun in 
its braghtne(s, when all miſts and clouds 
are.diſpetled, It were indeed too great 
aq honoar'to ,name the Alcorax with the 
New Teſtament 3 the one being corrups 
he imperfe&, the other pure aad perfe& 
19; 1ts txadency , deſigning to make men 
truely vertugus and holy. 

. Tf. we view. the rules which the beſt 

ad molt refined Moraliſts preſcribed, we 
wg finde much . Braſs amongſt their 
Go i many. things exceedingly faulty, 
which, Inſtead. of forbidding, encouraged 
many foul Vices, Thus concerning pie- 
ty .towards God, what unbecoming 
thoughts did they entertain of him? .7hey 
changed (as the Apoſtle to the Romans 
obſerves)the glory of an incorruptible God 
tuto ar Imrage made like corruptible man, 
Rom. I. 23. and 1in thoſe moral duties 
that coacerned themſelves and others, it 
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were caſte to ſhew how miterably they 
failed, The famous Feripatetick plea- 
ded for the revenging of Injuries : The 
divine Plato allowed the community of 
Wives : The (tri& Stoicky patronized the 
Jawfulneſs of Self-murther ; and thus' pro- 
feſſang themſelves to be wiſe, they became 
vols. "IL 
And yet (to the ſhame of Chriſtians) 
how conſpicuous was the moral gallan- 
try of the Romans / how famous and glo- 
rious are they eſteemed for their Jultice 
and Conftancy in friendſhip by all ſuc- 
ceeding ages! their vertue did conquer 
reſpe&t and eſteem from their Enemnes, 
and made them beloved by thoſe who 
fear'd theig power. And here I cannot 
but take notice of St. Aug»ſtin's commen- 
dation of the old Romans : Becauſe God 
(fays he) would not beſtow Heaven wpon 
the Romans, they being Pagans , he be- 
ſtowed the Empire of the world upon them, 

becanſe they were vertuoms. ; 
And yer the beſt rules thoſe TIluſtrious 
Heroes and Law-givers taught, are not 
comparable to the Laws of Chriſtianity, 
upon theſe three accounts, Firſt, the Pa- 
gan Law is defictent in many things, and 
many particular Laws mightily tend to 
the promoting of vice; their Law-givers 
being 
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never made any precepts againſt the firſt 
motions to forbidden objeqs. Secondly, 
thoſe good Laws they taught , are more 
clearly revealed in the Goſpel, Which 
heth brought life and immortality to light. 
As. the Goſpel commands oncely ſuch 
things that are good, and forbids onely 
vice; fo it more conſpicuouſly manifeſts 
what is good, that we may do it,and what 
15 evil, that we way evite it. The good 
Laws that Epaminondas in Thebes, Lycur- 
£450 Lacedemon, and Ariſtides in Athens 
taught, are in theGoſpel-Ceconomy more 
excellently confirmed; and we are now 
undoubtedly ſecured , that we do well 
in obſerving what is commanded , and in 
abſtaining from what is prohibited;which 
Numa Pompilinus, Marcus Antonizs,and 
all the Law-givers either of Greece or 


\Rome,could never be fully aſcertained of. 


Thirdly, we have better encouragements 
and inducements to obey the Goſpel- 


| +> 14h than any other Religion pre- 


ſcribes. The beſt motive to virtue a- 
mongſt the Heathens was, that vertue is 4 
reward to it ſelf; that it is the means to 


be celebrated by mk ng luch-like 3 


which were but infignihicaat encourage- 
ments, if compared with the eternal and 
unſpeak- 
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unſpeakably glotious reward which Chrt- 
ſtixaity holds forth , and thoſe ſevere 
threatnings by Which ir ſecures its Lawy, 

of which I ſhall ſpeak anon. wy” ow: 4 

As for the Moſaical Law, 'WRich, nekt 

to the Chriftiatt, ts the mpſt exaCt a wh 


*%” 
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comparable ,' there are three reaſons wt 
it 1s not to be compared with, It bear 
far 'exceeded' by the Gofpel,' Firſt, the 
Moſaical difpenfation is 'trot unfitly cal 
led by the great Apoſtle, 4 law of 4car- 
al comwandment, Heb. 7.16. and A T7: 
which thade nothing perfe@ , v.19, Vat 
the Gofpel, which is there called the brizy> 
ing it of abetter hope , is more fpiritual 
and refined 5 and Jeſws is (aird' to be 2 
Satety of 4 bette? covenant, v.52. So that 
we rtiay argue'as the Apoſtle mthe 11th 
verſe of that cited Chapter doth: 1f there- 
ore perfetion were by the Levitical Prieſt- 
hood, (for under it the people receivet 
the Law ) what further need was there that 
another Prieſt ſhould ariſe 2 1 confefs, the 
legal Sacrifices did ſhadow forth the {4 
risfaftion of Chriſt 3 but yer I, make no 
doubt but we -may cow ungderſtind the 
9tent and mednhitig of all thoſe Types much 
berter "that they could. © Sz condly, the 
Ceremonial Lifty, as it was very burthen- 
ſome; ſo did''it 'cHiefly tend ro tnake tht 
$5 analy obſer vers 
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obſervers thereof externally righteous, 
and did not ſo ſtrongly enforce the 
purifying of the heart. As for the A4o- 
ral Law, the Chrnitian rule as it does 
as (triftly enjoyn it, ſo it does much more 
powertully excite men to the performance 
of it, promiſiog not a temporal but an 
eternal reward, Thirdly , the Moſaical 
diſpenſation did indulge many practices 
which the Chriſtian rule juſtly condemns ; 
ſuch as Polygamy and Divorce, and feve- 
ral Marriages allowed by no other Law : 
and indeed the whole contexture of the 
Jewiſh Religion ſeems to be onely calcu- 
late as it did well correſpond with the 
humour and genius of that people, and 
could not therefore be a general Law, 
agreeing with, and well attemperate to 
the inclinations and humours of all Na- 
tions, as the Chriſtian rule 1s. 

Any man that ſhall compare the Jewiſh 
Religion with the Chriſtian, ſhall be eati- 
ly convinced that this does more effectu- 
ally conduce to the purifying of #5 fron 
all filthineſs both of the fleſh and of the 
ſpirit than the former ; and that of all 
the Schemes of Religion that ever were 
2 pun ap none does deſerve to be paral- 

el'd with Chriſtianity ; nor can adopt te 


them that noble character the great Apo- 
{tle 
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[tle gives of the Goſpel, Rome. I. 16. That 
it is the power of God to ſalvation. 


- 
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CHAP. III. 


Motives and inducements to the praFice 
of Holineſs. 


$ the naked propoſal and repreſen- 
tation of an excellent and beauti- 
ful obje&, is motive enough toexcite our 
love, and draw ont our affeftions'to it: 
ſo methinks Helzzeſs, which of all things 
is the molt noble, moſt excellent, and the 
moſt lovely, ſhould, even abſtrafted from 
the conſiderations of its utility and ad- 
vantages,conquer our eſteem, But God 
knows how much our depraved natures 
in this lapſed eſtate ſtand in need of en- 
"Ccouragements to excite us to our duty z 
and I wiſh common experience did not 
make it too certain, that all motives are 
little enough to form usto Holineſs. 

In the former Chapters I have onely 
laid a foundation to this : for I thought 
it fit to tell men what I underſtand by He- 
lineſs, before | ſhould excite them to- it. 
In this dark age of the world we want 
not inſtances (God knows, too many) 
of mens too frequent miſtaking vice for 

vertue, 
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vertue-; to prevent which errour, it was 
thought neceſſary to ſhew mea their du- 
ty ; and having done this, the next thing 
I propoſed, was to lay down ſeveral mo- 


tives and inducements to engage men to 


the praftiſe of Holineſs , founded ſolely 
upon this, that all thoſe endearing ar- 
guments that prevail with us to perform 
any duty or aCtion relating to our ſecu- 
lar concertis ,' do more powerfully oblige 
us to be holy. | 

This is, I confeſs, a ſubje& which for 
its nobleneſs deſerves a better judge- 
ment, a more clear wit, and a more-en- 
livened and quick fancy to handle it than 
I can pretend to: yet if I can but pre- 
vail with others to perfet what I have be- 
gun,[ ſhall not think I have much miſ-em- 
ploy'd my time in writing this Diſcourſe. 

This Chapter is like to be ſomewhat 
diſproportionable to the reſt in length, 
it being at firſt the onely deſigned ſub- 
ject to be diſcourſed on ; 1 ſhall therefore 
divide it into ſeveral Seftions. 


SECT. LI. 
The Noble Pattern of Holineſs. 


The great inclination of Mankindce to 
{mttation , gave ground (1 doubt not) 
iE to 
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to that old Maxime, Plas docent exempla 
quam precepta; our depraved natures are 
very apt to contemn Precepts, and to 
court forbidden objeas: The tye of a 
Commandment 1s become (by our 1n- 
creaſed guilt) too weak to binde us to 
our duty,& is made as light of as Sampſor 
made of thoſe ropes with which he was 
bound before his locks were cut. Burt 
O what a ſecret and powerful influence 
have Examples on the ſpirits of men! I 
have ſeen Servants and Children who 
have contemned Commands, yet ſhamed 
to their duty by the Example of their 
Maſters and Parents, The courage and 
valour of a Captain , proves frequently 
more powerful to inſpirit inferiour Soul- 
diers, than the moſt forcible injunctions 
and helps to make even cowards ſtout ; 
whileas a timerous Commander diſhear- 
tens the braveſt Souldiers,and by his flight 
will make them who feared no danger 
tura their backs, 

Common experience makes it paſt donbt, 
that the pautrociny and example of great 
men 1s enough to render any thing fa- 
ſhionable. We daily have proofs of this 
before our eyes: nay, ſo powerful doex- 
amples ſometimes prove, that not onely 
the filly modes and geſtures of men have 

been 
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been imitated ; bur alſo their natural 


imperfections, . as Nero's wry Neck was t 
Rome. It 1s the Poets obſervation : wy 40 


Regis ad exemplum totus componitur orbiz, 


Upon which account , I heartily wiſhthe 
Nobles and Great men of this age would 
illuſtrate Holineſs by their Examples and 
I doubt not but : conremned* Holinefs 
ſhould be as faſhionable as they havenow 
made Vice by their patrociny. - Ta ſacred 
Writ weread , that when the Rulers of 
Judah and Iſrael werereligious, and ex- 
amples of Vertve, - that the whole people 
imitated their footſteps, and worſhipped 
the Lord Gad of their Fathers : ' But 
when the Rulers became patrons of Vice, 

then the whole people ſacrificed in the 


bigh places; and worlhipped their Calves 
at Daz and Bethel. 


It is indeed a caſe that well hohreom to 


'be regretted with ftouds of tears ,- that: 


the footſteps of thoſe who tranſprefs 
{hould - prove more efficacious and efte- 
tual, and have a greater influence on 


men , ' than the preſidents of good men : 
but more lamentable ts it ,- that deſp iled- 


vertue lies like the contenined caſhes on 
the level, and has fo tew toraiſe up its E- 
{teem by their examples. 
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-And. now. now., ({teing 'Examples have ſo 
on force; methinks I hear the Captain 
of our ſalvation ſaying, as 4bizzzeleck ſaid 
to the men that were with him, Judg. 

9. 48. Make: haſte, and ds as 1 heve done. 

Chriſt .Jeſus | hath by his example taught 
ps-our duty,. 1 Pet.-1.15,16 As be which 
hath calledyou ts. holy, ſo be ye holy in all 
manner of converſation; becauſe it is 
written, Be ye. holy as T am holy. Upon 
which account we are ſeriouſly exhorted 
in Scripture to look unto Jeſus, and to 
walk as he walked; and can any conſi- 
deration more abundantly ſcrve toinſpi- 
Zit aad excite us to live holy, than this? 
Methinks our-having fo brave an example 
ſhoyld provoke us to follow his tootlteps, 

who did no fin, zeither was guile found in 


Jis month. 


There are two chief reaſons that great- 
ly prevail with us to 1mitate other exam- 


ples. Firſ#, the dignity and greatneſs of 


the perſon. Secondly , Intereſt and ad- 


vantage. Now both thee motives ſhould 


.molt powerfully prevail with us to make 


Chriſt the copy of our lives : For firft, 
if we conſider the dignity and worth of 


_ bis perſon , is he not the Son of the li- 


ving God, whoin the days of his humilia- 


tion thought it no robbery to be called 


, ' equal 
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equal with God 2 He was not'a perſon of 
a mean and low extractiorſ; - how:;meanly: 
ſoever he lived here ,' but bye of extraot- 
dinary worth ,-who by partaklngiof hw 
mane nature elevated it to' the Higheſt 
degree of honour :- He was'not 6nely #h# 
chiefeft among ſt ten thouſatids;"' but: the 
delight of Heaven and" Earth, 'before 
whom the Princes of the Farth muſt ap- 
pear, and the great men, to'pive him an 
account of their works. 'Atid as for-7#< 
tereſt, T ſhall'afterwards make it plain, that 
we in nothing: more-croſs our advantage, 
than in walking contrary to Chriſt; | + 

| But alas! how little are we moved by 
this-noble prefident*to mitide Holineſs ? 
how ſeldom'do we expreſs in our'a&tions 
the vertues of out ſpifitual King?although 
there is nothing more rational,” more <> 
quitable and juſt, than to follow his foot- 
ſteps who hath' called us to* his Kingdom 
and Glory; i nothing more Honourable, 
nor can advance our happinefs more,than 
to be conform #0 the image of Chriſt; yet 
19 oppoſition to the moſt endearing eft- 
cquragements , we have as much ſet at 
nought his example, as Herod'and his men 
of war did his perſon, Lzke 23.11. Alas ! 
what tears are ſufficient to expreſs and 
ſet forth this exceeding great madneſs and 
inſolency ? E 3 Me- 
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: _ 4» Methinks: 1; hear | cur. bleſſed Prince 
fpraking. thas 19; his own vindication : Ye 
pnwikand fgoltth ſons ot men, how long 
will ye preffirrmperſett:and ipaoble pat- 
terns to one thats every whit perfect and 
compleat 2 In.your; ſecular concerns ye 
jodge morg.ratioaally; prove a thouſand 
times. wiſer 4. for: who mover you does 

make ditipent tnquiry for the moſt 
Exact. pattern, thatye may conform what 
ya defigne according to it: ? ; but in mat» 
ters vfi everlaſting ntament;” how careleſs, 
how negligent. and-,foolifh doye prove? 
If I had not'been held: forth " the moſt 
defirable.copy;:as 4;pattern mo(t accom- 
modate to .yayr{tate;,your caſe had:;been 
mare .tolerable;;but fines you can: pre- 
tend no-rationgl exevſe for your rejecting 
of mes Beboldz Je weſpiſers, wonder and 
periſh. - Pa) Þ 


4:4 conſeſs, our bleſſed Braves -erformed 


many extraordinary,: #ad; miraculous 'a- 
(ions, which gauld bave-no-other author 


/but one ipvelted with\ompipetency z.and 
although we'-cannat', are not required 
to fet Chriſt as our preſident in theſe, as 


likewiſe-in many other ſpecial ations he 


| performed, as his faſting forty days, &*c. 


yet even theſe we are called to admire 3 
and muſt 1a fo far imitate , as they were 
— EX- 
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expreſſions of his great charity and kind- 

neſs to men , and of his truſt and depen- 

dancy upon his Heavenly Father. But as 

for thoſe moral ations he performed, we 
| areextreamly culpable if we do not make 
him our pattern, if we walk not as he 
walked: And it is ſure the moltnnac- 
countable thing that can be , to profels 
our ſelves to be his Diſciples, and to de- 
ſpiſe the leſſons he hath copied out to. 
us. 

The whole life of Chriſt being one con- 
tinued lecture of Holineſs, preſents to our 
view a large field to diſcourſe upon : but 
my intended breyity will not allow me 
to. mention all thoſe particular actions 
and vertuey of his, which we ought to 
imitate. I ſhall therefore contract my 
diſcourſe to thoſe more remarkable 1n- 
ſtances , . wherein we ſhould induſtrioully 
| endeavour toimitate the holy Jeſus in his 
ſpirit and aQions : and ſure there cannot 
be a more powerful motive to form us to 
holineſs than his moſt excellent life, which 
Is a pattern abſolutely perfe&t , and de- 
ſigned as a fair copy after which we ſhould 
write. 

Iz the firlt place, our bleſled Leader 
(for ſo he is called, 1/2. 55. 4.) hath by 
| his precept, as well as his praGtice,enjoyn- 
E 4 ed 
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ed us to leara meekneſs and humility of 
him, Mat. 11. 29. Learn of me, for I ane 
meek and lowly in heart. Throughout the 
whole courſe of his life he did evidence a 
ſpirit full of calmneſs and quietnefs.: : If 
we trace his footiteps from the Cradle ta 
the Croſs, we ſhall not fined him either 
by his words or a&ions diſcovering the 
teaſt expreſſion of wrath , or revenge 3 
but the moſt - admirable diſpoſition of 
gentleneſs and meekneſs, even then when 
his infulting Enemies endeavoured to caſt 
upon him the moſt ignominious affronts. 
We read, Numb. 12.3. of Moſes his great 
meekneſs; but how was he once and a- 
gain tranſported with paſſion ! but ne- 
ver did our meek Jeſus, by the moſt in- 
ſufferable abuſes he received, ever diſco- 
ver a diſcompoſed ſpirit. J1/a. 53. 7: He 
was oppreſſed, and he was afflited, yet be 
opened not his mouth : he is brought as 
a lamb to the ſlaughter, and as a ſheep be- 
fore her ſhearers is dumb, ſo he openeth not 

his mouth. He did indeed frequently 
meet with extraordinary provocations to. 
anger'z but yet how ſweet were his re- 
proofs ? when the Samaritans refuſed to 


Teceive him, Lake 9.53. he did not treat 


them with contumelious ſpeeches , nor 


revenge himſelt upon them, although he 


could 
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could have done it with eaſe ; but being 
deſired by his exaſperated Diſciples to cal/ 
for fire from Heaven to conſume them, he 
rebuked. their revengetul motion with 
The Son of man is not come to deſtroy 
mens lives, but to ſave them. It would 
be too prolix a buſineſs to inſtance the ſe- 
veral examples of his Gentleneſs and 
Meekneſs; only let us view the laſt ſcene 
of hislife, where we ſhall behold lively 
inſtances to confirm this. When he did 
finde his three Diſciples, whom he had 
commanded to watch , (leeping, he did 
not upbraid them for their negligence, 
but gently aſks them, What, could not ye 
watch with me one hour £ and when he 
was treacherouſly accoaſted by his own 
Diſciple., who became leader to a great 
multitude who came out with Swords 
and Staves to apprehend him, with what 
aſtoniſhing mildneſs did he entertain this 
Traytor, who had the impudence to be- 
tray him with a kiſs? Friend, wherefore 
art thou come £ Mat.26. 50. or,as another 
of the Evangeliſts expreſſeth it, Judas,be- 
trayeſt thou the Son of man with a kiſs ? 
This was al! the hard language he treated 
him with. And after he was apprehended, 
with what horrid contumelies and affronts 
| did 
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did his barbarous Enemies entertain him ? 
they did ſpit in his face, and buffet him ; 
( the higheſt affronts imaginable) they 
{tripped him of his ordinary cloaths, and 

ut upon him a fools robe, and a Crown 
of Thorns ; and being thus diſguiſed, they 


expoſe himto the mockery and contempt 


of the Speftators. Notwithſtanding of all 
which , he opened not his month; but 
with a moſt ſedate and ſerene temper he re- 
ceived all theſe abuſes,as the Apoſtle Peter 
expreſlethit, 1 Pet. 2. 23. When he was 
reviled he reviled not again , when he ſuf- 
ered he threatned not , but committed 
himſelf to him that judgeth righteouſ- 
ly. 
Meekneſs, T confeſs, is ſo noble a ver- 
tue, accompanied with ſo many admira- 
ble and charming advantages,that it needs 
(as one would think) but few words to 
recommend it to men 3 but noargument 
1s like to prevail more with generous 
mindes, than the example of ſo excellent 
and perfect a Pattern. Sure I am,it-is the 
moſt unaccountable thing imaginable, for 
the Diſciples of ſo meek a Maſter to be 
of a diſpoſition and temper quite oppo- 

lite to his. 
But as his meekneſs, ſo is his humility 
alſo recommended to our imitation : - 
> 
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he was of a meek, ſo alſo of a lowly ſpi- 
rit. His firſt appearance upon earth was 
but mean and deſpicable; he was born 
(as the Scriptute informs us) in a low 
eltate, more fit for the meanelt of his 
Diſciples, than for ſo great a Prince. He 
was not brought forth 1n ſome ſtately Pa- 
lace, nor' þorn in a Chamber curiouſly 
deckt , but in a vile Stable where the 
bruit beaſts had their refidence. Nay,af- 
ter he had diſcovered himſelf by his Iu - 

{trious works to be a great Prophet, the 
true Meſſiah who enlightneth every one 
that cometh into the world,yet how hum- 
bly did he walk! his Companions he did 
chuſe were bat mean Fiſhermen ; his Oc- 

cupation and Employment was no ways 
honourable ; and his Revenues were but 
{mall, as he himſelf did teſtifie, The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air neſts, 
but the Son of man hath not where he may 
lay bis head. 

"Although his deſcent and extraCion 
was incomparably great, yet he rather en- 
deavourcd to conceal than to brag of it ; 
and ſo humble was he', that he choſe 
rather to attribute the praiſe of his admi- 
red works to his Father , than take the 
honour of them to himſelf; Joh. 8.28.1 
ao —_—_ of my ſelf, but as my gyro 
ath 
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hath taught me I ſpeak theſe things. 

He was not ambitious of Rule and Go- 
vernment , but modeſtly refuſed to be a 
Ruler and Judge. Nay,when the multi- 
tude thought to make him a King, he 
ſhunned their ſociety by an inviſible re- 
moval, it being quite contrary to his de- 
ſigne in coming 1ato the world , (as he 
tells us, Matth. 20. 28.) he came not to be 
miniſtred unto, . but to miniſter. Andto 
corre the inſolent pride and ambition 
of his followers, how did he ſtoop to 
waſh his Diſciples feet! a moſt admirable 
evidence of his lowlineſs of ſpirit. 

And now ſince our great Lord and 
Maſter did ſo wonderfully debaſe himſelf 
to the form of a Servant ; ſince in all his 
actions he did manifeſt that he was meek 
and lowly,how prodigioully incongruous 
Is it for thoſe who profeſs themſelves to 
be his Diſciples to be proud and lof- 
ty ? 

T confeſs, Humility is a grace well be- 
coming our (tate as creaturesz we are but 
dependent beings, having life and motion, 
and all thoſe endowments we are proud 
of, from the Father of ſpirits, from whom 
every good gift cometh. The freſh com- 
munications of his love we conſtantly 
participate of,are freely beſtowed ; which 

he 
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he may therefore,when he thinks fit, with 


an equal freedom and eaſe remove, with- 
out being guilty of 1njuring us, 


Humility is that peculiar grace that - 


qualifies and fits us to receive the divine 
aid and aſſiſtance ; as the Apoſtle St. 
James tells us, he gives grace to the hams 
ble. Upon which account we may with 
the Wiſe man well conclude : Better is 
it to be of an humble ſpirit with the low- 
ly, than to divide the ſpoil with the proud, 
Prov. 16. 19. 

I doubt nat but every conſidering man 
will finde his own Reaſon ſuggeſt a ſuf- 
ficient ſtore of arguments to confute the 
imperious aſſaults of Pride and Ambt- 
tion : but methinks none can more pow- 
_ erfully prevail with ingenuous ſpirits,than 
the conſideration of Chriſt's humility : 
with this how effeQtually may he repel e- 
very temptation to pride, by ſaying, Was 
wy Maſter lowly of ſpirit, and does it be- 
come me to be proud ? 

Thirdly, Chriſt is alſo ſet forth as our 
Pattern in his (ſufferings : If when ye do 
well (faith the Apoſtle) and ſuffer for 
it ye take it patiently, this is acceptable 
with God; for even hitherto were ye cal- 
led : for Chriſt alſo ſuffered for #a,leaving 
#4 an example , that we ſhould follow his 
eps, 
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ſteps,&c. 1 Pet. 2. 20,21.&C. Heb.12,1,2. 
Ais patience under his ſuffer:ngs was very 
admirable : for although he was flouted 
aad contemned by his uaworthy crea- 
tures , was expoled to the bale outrages 
of ſcandalous finners, was made a ſpe- 
&acle,ſet at nonghe,ſpit upon, and ſmitten 
by unworthy worms, whom with a word 
he could have eaſily daſhed iato nothing z 
in a word , though he endured all that 
malice could invent , ſuffered the worſt 
of temporal evils , and became obedient 
to the curſed death of the croſs 5 yet not- 
withſtanding, how patiently did he endure 
the contradiGion of [inners £ how entirely 
did he ſubmit to his Fathers Will > Al- 
though he was extreamly ſenſible of the 
weight ot his ſufferings , yet he did not. 
ia the leaſt evidence any reveageful mind 


12 the midi of his extream tortures, but. 


ſweetly recommended his ſaul into his 
Fathers hands. And now can any motive 


more eftectually convince us to ſuffer pa- 
tiently? - 


But God knows how much we ſet at 


nought this preſident : fain would we 


cnjoy a continual proſperity, a life ofeaſe, 


without the lea(t mixture or aliay of trou- 


ble. When we meet with any thing that 


Imb.itcrs cur condition.'ike the murmur- 


ing 
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ing 1ſraelztes , we fret and repine, and 
our ſpirits begin to boil with rage and 
diſcontent; we cannot endure to have 
our pleaſures impaired , but Jozah-like 
we are diſcontented , and ready to ſay, 
we do well to be angry : weaggravatethe 
moſt minute trouble with imagined cir- 
cumſtances, and are ready to ſay, Come, 
behold and ſee if there be any affli@ion 
like mine. And although we are aſſured 
that our repinings cannot remove or ligh- 
ten our burthen, cannot give us the leaſt 
eaſe or relief ; yet we never reſt till thoſe 
puddled ſtreams be ſtirred up. Our grum- 
blings are almoſt inſeparable concomitants 
of our ſufferings z and if our Father 
ſ\mite us, we begin to accule his love and 
tenderneſs, notwithſtanding he hath 1in- 
ſtructed us that whoxs he loveth he chaſten- 
eth. 

If we meet with reproaches , our re- 
venge is on the wing 3 the leaſt affront 
kindles this unſanQihed fire: No argu- 
ments can tame our Fury ; no preſident 
proves eficCtual to form our Souls to true 
patience, If we drink of the waters of 
Marah,we complain of their bitternels,6, 


like fooliſh Children,think we are hardly 


dealt with. | 
And although impatience enflames ra- 
| ther 


— 


— 
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ther than allays the diltemper, though 1t | 
augments the degrees of our trouble, and 
diſenables us to bear the ſtroke of Adver- 
fity ; yet we will not be perſwaded to a 
calm and quier ſubmiſſion to the Divine 
Will. Though impatience exaſperates 
the pain, yet we think we do well to be 
angry. If we meet with 1njuries,our ap- 
petite of revenge 1s ſtirred up 3 fleſh and 
bloud we (ay cannot endure ſuch affronts 5 
we imagine it ſtains our Reputation and 
Honour in the world , and is degenerous 
and ſervile. 

Thws do we ſew Fip-leaves to cover our 
nakednefs ; but the all-ſeeing God knows 
that all theſe repinings are arrows dire&ed 
againſt his Providence 3 otherwiſe we 
ſhould with the Royal Pſalmiſt ſay, Twil/ 
rot open my mouth, for thou didſt it. 
To this impregnable Fortreſs he had his 
recourſe, when cauſleſly curſed and re- 
viled by Shim; : it was this that filenced 
old Eli, It is the Lord, let him do what 


ſeemeth him good : he durſt not quarrel at 
.the meſlage, but quietly he ſubmits. There 


1s a ſecret Providence which doth over- 
rule the moſt terrible accidents, and 1s not 
accountable to humane Reaſon. All thoſe 
calamities and ſufferings we undergo, are 
ordered by infiaite Co:nſcl 3 and inre- 


pining 
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pining at ſuch diſpenſations, we indireft- 
ly blame Almighty Goodneſs and Wit: 

dome. 4:25 
Ts it fit and congruous that God ſhould 
take meaſures from men in his Oeconomy 
of the World? is it reaſonable that the 
whole conrſe of things ſhonld be put out 
ot order, to ſatisfie every private mans hu-» 
mor? can there be any greater madneſs, 
than-ta preſcribe rules of Government tg 
infinite Wiſdom ?. Why then are we dil- 
ſatisfied with our adverſe (tate 2 why do 

we-repine and complain ? 

if: we did indeed compare our Mer- 
cies with our .Sufferings, our Receipts 
with our Merits, -or our Condition with 
that of ſome others, we could not but be 
convinced of our folly : but we (till pore 
upon the fore; all our thoughts are taken 
up:and 1n exerciſe about our afitiction : 
it we would deal rationally, let us view 
the: ſufferings of our bleſſed Redeemer, 
and fee if we dare make a contrary con» 
cluſton to that of the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 4. I. 
Foraſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for 
ws in the fleſh, let us arm our ſelves like- 
wiſe with the ſame mind : He ſuffered 
patiently and calmly for us.z and it is but 
rcaſonable / that. : Servants iwitate their 
Maſter, ard ſuffer the diſaſters they ow 
F with, 
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with, with the ſame zvizd that he did ; 
that being thus made. conform to bur 
head, we may be alſo partakers with:him 
of his joy. 1) tug 12,4141 
'Tis indeed an unchild-hke behaviour, 
to' quarrel at the diſpenſations .'of: our 


Heavealy Father : Alas! all we meritby 


our fins, is ftripes and chaſtiſements;z:/and 
it is of the Lords. mercy that we are'not 
conſumed : ſure many who have offended 
leſs, have been juſtly ſent | to everlaſting 
burnings, do now dwell. with devonring 
flames; and why ſhould a living man com- 
plain £ it were certainly more rational 
to be humbled for the evil that occafio- 
ned the rod, that our preſent miſery may 
not be the prelude to more laſting tor- 
ments. Nay, there is nothing that more 
offends God, that is more contrary tothe 
pattern ſet before us, than to murmur and 
repine; let us therefore ſtudy to bear the 
reſemblance of our eldeſt Brother, that 
our Heavenly Father may acknowledge 
us for his Children. 

' Tn the next place, Chriſt's obediexceto 
the Will of his Father, 1s ſet forth as our 
preſident ; and can any thing more pow- 
erfully perſwade us to obedience than his 
example £ which not onely diſcovers'our 
duty, but alſo inſpirits and enables us:to 
perform 
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perform it. If the marvelous pattern of 
Chriſt's entire obedience does not form 
our: wills to do what God enjoyns, I 
ſcarce know avy argument that will prove 
fiecual. * | S 
And now, how ſerious'was our Lord 
Chriſt in diſpatching that buſtne(# his Fa- 
ther intruſted him with 2 The work that 
his Father gave him to do he finiſhed it, 
Joh. 17. 4. and he teſtifieth of himſelf, 
That he did always thoſe things that plea- 
ſed his Father, Joh.8.29. and that he might 
more emphatically expreſs this, he tells us, 
Joh. 4.34. My meat is to do the will of 
him that ſent me, and to finiſh his work: 
and indeed, in that he fo entirely reſigned 
the whole power of his Will to his Father, 
Not my will, but thy will be done, we have 
the moſt unqueſtionable proof of his per- 
fet obeuvience. He was, as the great A- 
poltle tells us, Obediernt to the death of the 
Croſ7, ſubmitted to the moſt dreadful 
ſufferings, that he might inſtruct us #o 
keep his commandments, even as he kept 
his Fathers commandments, Joh. 15. 10. 
and that the ſame mind bein us that was 
in hin. | 
Bnt God knows how little we regard 
elther his Precepts or Examples : for al- 
though our great Maſter has made his o - 
FI bediencs 
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bedience; awneyle, yet; thaw ready; {IO-WE 

| to deſpiſe it;, if-1a the jaſt; 4t-croſs.onr 

| humors or, carnal iaterelk> Alas !. little 

do weconkider, that obggicnce is efen- 

| tially neceſſary | io order to our ſupream 
| happineſs z .and.;that torments, as ſevere 

| | and intolerable as they are Jaſtiog, are the 
f 


lot of the diſobedient. : 
1t were tq be wiſhed that the rebelli- 

ous poſterity of . Adam: :would but feri- 
| ouſly ponder what they will be able to 
ſay in the great day of Audit, Sure I am, 
il ' the whole Contexture and Harmony of 
the divine Precepts and Dodrines are e- 
| quitable and juſt, and therefore call for 
|| - our hearty. compliance with them. The 
fl wiſe God never iſſued out any Command 
i which could not be obeyed ; He is- not 
if like the Zgyptian Tak: —_ to require 
If Brick while there is no Straw, Nay, in- 
| deed,our duty and intereſt are coupled to- 
| gether ſo cloſely, that if we diſobey and 
rebe], we may thank our ſelves for the 

miſcry we have choſen. 

And as his obedience 1s ſet before vs 
for imitation, ſo is his Love, Charity, and 
Compaſſionallo. His whole life was ſpent 

þ in doing good to men: how tranſcendent 
| || 18 his love in pityiug us in our degene- 
ml rateand forlora eſtate? when we were at 


odds 


. 
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odds with'Heavyen, andincapable to help ' 
our ſelves, then, even then; didhe commis 
ſerate our caſe, and by his own Blooth te. 
conciled usto the Father, It is the grea-' 


teſt demonſtration. of love imaginable; 


for-@ mar to lay down his life for'bis- 
friend, Joh. 15. x3. and yet more . won-: 
derful was the love of our Redeemer in: 


paſling through ſo many: cruel ſufferings 


for us, who were but Rebels and Ene- 


mies. O how (bould the remembrance 
of bis boundleſs - compaſſions tranſport 
and raviſh us with love! how ſtrange is: 
it, that the higheſt endearments of Love 
have not inflamed our ſpirits, and made 
Love mutualand reciprocal 

Love 1s a moſtiexcellent affection, of a 
nableoriginal, by which we reſemble the 
beſt of beings:3-the great Gad being by 
thebeloved:Diſciple deſcmbed to be Love: 
and indeed well does this deſcription (ate 
with his dealings with. men, ' But alas 
how unlike are we to'Gad in this !-there 
is{carce any duty more frequently: incut: 
cated by our ;Savtour than Love, John 15. 
12. This is my (02 rtandment, that ye love 
one another as T have loved you : and yet 
how little efficacy has either his precept or 
example with us ? | 


Fi 1m- 


Bleed Redeemer | how unworthy do 
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aocordiog to thy pleaſure. 


impure Earth-worms requite thy love? 
thou: haſt-a6e'been wanting to conquer” 
ogn #ftcftions,: and to inflame our frozen - 
hearts with love to thee, 'and to 'our 
Neighbours alſo Thy life and: Death 
comprehend the moſt. endearing argu- 
ments imaginable; and yet well maiſt thou 
alk us as once thou didfſt Peter, Love you 
ze f but Cod knows there are but a very 
fewwho can unfeignedly ſay as this Diſci- 
pleidid, Lord,thouknoweſt that I love thee. 
We can remember all thy ſorrows with- 
out tears, '-and* look upon- thy agonies 
with 'ati unconcerned eye : We can view 
thee in the Garden, when griefand pain 
made thee ſweat drops of bloud, and be- 
hold thee as thou ſtood(t accuſed as a Ma- 
tefator before Pilate, as thou wert con- 
temned, ſcourged, and derided by impure 
WOrms, and wot ſpitefully repreſented in 
a fools habit » wecan aſcend Mqunt' Cab. 
bary, and contemplate thee as —_— 
the” moſt ſhameful death of the Croſs, an 
hanging betwixt two Thieves, and all 
this time have Adamantine hearts, which 
receive no/itmprefſion. Bleſſed Redeemer / 
come, toucht eſe hearts of ours, that they 
may be overcome with love, that cur wills 
and affetions may be perfe ly moulded 


Sgre 
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Syre if we had any ſparks of Genero- 
fity or common Ingenuity, we could not 
thus deſpiſe ſo much love : The very 
Pyublicans (who were reputed the worl(t 
of men) yet loved thoſe that loved theme : 
And it hath even in the moſt degenerate 
times been reckoned the higheſt baſeneſs 
to contemn BenefaCtors ; yet more bru- 
tiſh are we become than theſe, and may 
very fitly beranked in a Category inferior 
to that of bruits: For the Aſs (as ſacred 
Writ tells us) kroweth his maſters crib, 
and the Ox his owner, Iſa. 1.3, The ve- 
ry beaſts in their own manner expreſs a 
kinde of love to their BenefaCtots ; and 
yet although our Redeemer hath made 
our peace by his blood on the Croſs, and 
hath reverſed that ſentence of Damnation 
paſſed upon us ; although he hath endu- 
red the greateſt diſhonour and pain ima- 
ginable, that we might be delivered from: 
the wrath to come, yet this unparallelVd 
kindneſs, the greateſt endearment of love, 
hath not had the kindly effect to quicken 
our dead and benummed hearts, but like a 
lifeleſs carcaſs we remain inſ{eafible with- 
out the leaſt return of love, 

And indeed it can ſcarce be well expe- 
Ged that the example of his love to us 
ſhould engage us to love ane another, 
F 4 | {ince 
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ſince i it hath produced fo Iftle love 1n,us 
to himſelf. But however, I need not take 
much pains to prave that hereby we de- 
monſtrate our ſelves ta be of all men the 
moſt ungrate, and juſtly liable to the ſeve- 
reſt puniſhment eyer inflicted upon the 
greateſt criminal. | 

It would be too prolix to enumerate 
the ſeveral inſtances wherein Chrilt 1s ſet 
forth as our Patters : ſure I am, he hath by 
his example taught us the exerciſe of all 
vertues; and I may ſay (as himſelf ſaid in 
another caſe) If we know theſe things, 
bappy are we if we do theme. 

To ſum up this Seton, it will not be 
amiſs to obyiate an Objettion, which is in- 
deed but very trivial, althoughit be too 
commonly urged : the Objedton is, How 
X it poſſable for men to conform to chriſt, 
and be holy as he is holy ? Anſl have alrea- 
dy told, that it is not expeCted that we 
ſhould imitate our bleſſed Redeemer in 
all and eyery of thoſe ations he perfor- 
med; but in ali thoſe moral-duties which 
he hath enjoyned by his righteous pre- 
cepts, and encouraged us by his example 
to perform, theſe we muſt by no'theans 
negle& : and to manifeſt the poſſibility of 
Joing theſe, we may («tisfie our ſelves 
yiewing t the piqus and devout Jives of 

primitive 
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primitive Chriſtians, It 1s a great miſtake 
to think-we are commanded to a rigorous 
and-ſtri&- converſation which cannot be 
attained ; the faithful in former ages have 
run the {me race that is ſet before us 3; 
they have fully enough cleared the poſli- 
bility of qur duty : Wherefore ſeeing. me 
alſo (as the Apoſtle argues) are compaſ- 
ſed about with ſogreat a cloud of witneſ- 
ſes, let us lay aſide every weight, and the 
fin that doth ſo eaſily beſet #2, and let ws 
run with patience the race that is ſet before 
x5, Heb. 12. 1. For ſhame, let us rather 
imitate the excellent holineſs of primitive 
Chriſtians, than the impure pradtices of 
thoſe who are ſtrangers from the ſacred 
Covenant. 

O the perfe& love and imitable kind- 
neſs of the firſt profeſſors of the Goſpel ! 
what purity, what integrity and 1nno- 
cence appeared in their lives? how rawiſh- 
ing and ſplendent were their vertues and 
graces; their Patience in ſuffering, their 
Courage and Magnanimity in death, their 
Temperance and Moderation, their Cha- 
rity and Compaſſion, their Equality and 
Juſtice, and their Contempt of this World 

and all earthly concerns for the ſake and 
honour of their Maſter > Theſe were the 
yertues they were adorned with, which 

RY | made 
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made :the Heathen world, who hated the 
Dodrine they profeſſed, yet eſteem and 
reverence them. Bonus vir Cajus Sejus, 
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" SECT. 2. 
_— the condition of ſuture Happi- 
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The deſire of Happineſs is ſo natural to 
all that partake of humane nature, that 
it can no more be ſeparate from it than 
heat can be from fire. 'Tis true, the mi- 
{takes concerning happineſs are as nume- 
rous as dangerous z every one 1n this cor- 
rupt ſtate is apt to frame a happineſs which 
beſt ſuits his inclinations : but yet there 
is no man ſo devoid of reaſon, who doth 
not deſire to be happy; although indeed 
there be but a few who make uſe of the 
right means to attaia to true felicity. 
Daily experience puts it beyond doubt, 
that a carnal and fictitious felicity is by 
the unwiſe ſons of men purſued with the 
molt indefatigable pains and induſtry pol- 
ſible. Now how ſtrange,to amazement,is 
it tothiak, that men ſhould be ſo ſedulous 
| in huntiog after a fancied felicity, and yet 
- ſanegligent, ſocarelefs and unconcerned 
about areal happineſs which is both ſatis- 

fying and laſting ? But 


— 


Chap:3. | The beauty of Holineſs. 75 


—_ 


" But not to digreſs; that which I am now 
. to urge, is': ſince happineſs is that which 
excites men to perform any thing chear- 
fully in order to ti« atraining of it, how 
mightily ſhould the expectation of a fu- 
ture felicity ijaduce ther to the practice 
of Holineſs? for betwixt the two our 
bleſſed Saviour has made an inſeparable 
connexion, Matth, 5. 8. Bleſſed are the 
pure in ſpirit, for they ſhall ſee God : and 
indeed it 1s the height of folly and mad- 
neſs, for impure wretches to expe& they 
ſhall be partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints of light ; for as the Apoſtle tells 
us, There ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any 
thing that defileth, Rev. 21.27, Holt- 
neis'1s the eſtabliſhed condition of happt- 
neſs, Heb. 12. 14. Without holineſs no max 
ſhall ſee God. Heace is it that all the pro- 
miſes concerning our future felicity are 
onely made to thoſe men who purifte 
themſelves from all filthineſs of the fleſb 
and ſpirit 3 and the great deſign of them 
is to encourage us to Holineſs;upon which 
account St. Pax! draws a very preſling 10- 


ference, 2 Cor. 7. 1. Having therefore theſe 


promiſes, (of which he ſpake 1a thefore- 
going Chapter ) Jet us cleanſe our ſelves 
' from all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, 
perfeting holineſs in the fear of God. ' 


There 


_— 


"76 The heanty of olmſo, Chap, 37 


-/There.js nothing more certain, than that 
onely holy fouls are in a capacity of par-- 
ticipating of that future felieity 3 and 
theſe may without the leaſt charge of pre-; 
ſumption claim an intereſt in it : But for 
thoſe. vitious wretches, who are wholly 
polluted, who have devoted themſelves 
to-commit fin with greedineſs, and take 
pleaſure ja doing evil ; how utterly in- 
capable are they {if they continue ſuch) 
to dwell in his preſence, who zs not a God 
that taketh pleaſure in wickedneſs ? 

: And now ſeeing there is ſuch an inſepa- 
rable connexion between Happineſs and 
Holineſs, it-cannot be amiſs if we take a 
ſhoxt view of the excellency of this cae- 
leſtial felicity, that it may more plainly 
appear what. a notable encouragement 
and motive it is to holineſs. 
There be two things that forcibly re- 
commend the excellency of that future 
ſtate af bliſs, Firſi, A perfet freedom 
and. immunity from all evils. And $e- 
"cond!y, a perpetual enjoyment af the chief 
g009d. 
Firſt, it is a blefledneſs wholly exempt 
from evils whether of ſenſe or loſs ; 'tis-a 
: happigeſsatiended with no inconvenien- 
-cies, nor diſmal circumſtances, as the hap- 
picſÞ ſtate here is : we now walk in v1 
mi 
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mid(t of perplexing doubts and fearsz 
zcmptatians increaſe oun.iaquictudes, and 
dangers our continual fears : our .com- 
plaiats are by far more numerous than 
our joys ; nay, what is our:whole life, buc 
a ſcene where ſorrow and fears at ther 

rts! Man that is born of awoman is of 
Jew days, and full of evil. 

But our future bleſledneſs quite ex- 
clades all thoſe evils; there is nothi 
admitted to imbitter that pleaſant ſta hare 
Rev. 21. 4. And God ſhall wipe away aM 
tears from their eyes, and there ſhall be 20 
more death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, 
zeither ſhall there be any more pain ;, for 
the former things are paſſed away. The 
holy ſoul ſhall then no more complain of 
any dolorous hours ; the heavenly Jerz- 
ale is a place unacquainted with every 
thing that 1s uneaſte and troubleſome. 

And yet this is but the leaſt part of the 
Saints felicity : for as they ſhall enjoy a 
perfect freedom from evil,ſo ſhall they al- 
ſo be advanced to the fulleſt fruition of 
that God, where all the (treams of good- 
neſs do finally empty themſelves: Bleſſed 
are the pure in ſpirit, for they ſhall ſee 
God, Matth. 5.8, They ſhall ee him, not 
as now through a Glaſs darkly, but then 
"ou to face, 1 Cor. 13, 12, they (hall, = 

the 
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the Angels in Heaven, always behold the 


face of their Father, Matth. 18.:10% th 


whoſe preſence ( as the Pſalmitſt aſſures 
us) # ſulneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
hand are pleaſures for evermore , Plal. 


16. 11. Othe unſpeakable deleQability 
' of the Saints future (tate ! where the moſt 


bleſſed God ſhines forth in his Glory, 
where the beams of beauty raviſh the be- 
holders, who ſtand continually in his pre- 
ſence receiving the manifeſtations of his 
Glory |! | 

\. Sxre if the faint expectation of enjoy- 
ing the company of vertuous men in their 
fancied Elyzixm, did inſtigate ſome Hea- 
thens to imitate their vertues 3 how much 


more perſwaſive ſhonld the heavenly Je- 


ruſalem, and the City of the living God 
be 2? where the holy Soul ſhall be admit- 
ted to converſe with an innumerable com- 
pany of holy Angels, and taken into the 
bleſſed Society and Church of the firſt- 
born ; where all thoſe imperfeRtions-that 
imbitter our communion here, are remo- 
ved; where the holy Soul ſhall fee Jeſus 
the bleſled Mediator ofthe new Covenant, 
Heb. 12. who ſuffered ſo much for fin- 
ners, now fitting in glory and majeſty ; 


.not crowned (as once he was)with #horxs, 
.nor wearing a purple robe 5 but having oa 


his 
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his head the moſt tranſplendent Diadem, 
and cloathed with Majeſty and Beauty. 
Methinks the thoughts of beholding this 
glory, and participating of ſo much feli- 
city, ſhould excite the molt lazie to fol- 
low Holineſs, and to::walk worthy of 
him who hath called us to his Kingdam 
and glory. & 3. Ha 

But I confeſs I am not able to' expreſs 
half of the glory of that future felicity : 
The blefled Apoſtle ſeems to intimate, 
that all Hyperbolical expreſſions fall ſhort 
in deſcribing it, 2 Cor. '4. 17. wherehe 
{tiles it,” 4 far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory : and I Cor. 2. 9. betells 
us, Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther hath it entred into the heart of man 
£0.:conceive 'what God hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him. For although wemay 
be aſſired.that the reward is of infinite 
value,. and that the righteous ſhall ſhine 
Forth as-the. ſun in the kingdom of their 
Father :: yet the moſt glorious part is hid 
from the eyes of viators; 'tis onely thoſe 
who taſte the Honey-comb that can beſt 
diſcover its ſweetneſs. 

And yet it is prodigiouſly ſtrange; that 
the imperfeCt glance of future Glory that 
men maythere behold;; is ſo ineffeQual to 
form. them to Holineſs; that =—_ who 

now 
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know' they may be for ever happy,it they 
would ſtudy andieadeavour to. be hioly in 
all manner.of: convetfation, ytt-live'as if 
clicy thought facha happy tate not WOrs 
thy to be. noticed-. 
: 7 confeſs, if the>faithful and true God 
had not-procifed this ſtate of bleſſedneſs, 
and iovered by revelation:the truth 
andrealityof it, we could never-have drea- 
med-of . partaking of ſo much happineſs, 
The:Heathen world cauld never be aſcer- 
tained. (by Natures | dim light); that the 
Soul is beyond all doubt immortal, and 
that there is a-future {tate oftewards and 
puniſhments. The wiſeſt of their 'Philo» 
ſophers; by their moſt laborious ſearch, 
were \ 1 exceedingly . confuſed: in their 
thoughts about it, and could at the moſt 
only entertain ſome prabablegueſles and 
conjectures, founded upon moral argu- 
ments, which could never perfealy con- 
queer their doubts : They did mideed think 
It was very ns” rd believe that God 
(who is holy, juſt, and good) would in 
another life (ſince he did. it not in this) 
reward good men, and puniſh the bad: ; 
but they could not be, beyond all doubt, 
aſcertained that it would be ſo...The moft 
celebrated Socrates, who parted with this 
life in expectation of a better, plazaly told 
his 
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his Friends, it was God onely who knew 


whether there were a future felicity or 
not z- much Jeſs could either he or any 
other, without revelation , diſcover the 
nature and quality of the bleſſedneſs of 
that future ſtate, And.indeed, although 
they entertained ſome imperte& notions 
of a future life of bliſs for the Soul, yet 
they never thonght ofthe reſurrection of 
the Body : although 'tis true, the felicity 
they formed, was more congruous by far 
to ſatisfie ſenſual appetites, than rational 
Souls : The Poets Elyzium being much of 
the ſame nature with the Mahometar Pa- 
radiſe, exaftly accommodated to their 
fleſh and ſenſes. 

Tz theſe thick clouds of darkneſs and 
Ignorance did the wiſeſt of the Heathens 
walk: Exceedingly perplexed they were 
What to think, their doubts being greater 
than their hopes. * But the ariſing of the 
Sunſhine of Righteouſneſs hath wholly 
diſpelled all that darkneſs; the Goſpel 
hath bronght life and immortality to light, 
2 Tim. 1. 10. and hath andoubtedly afſu- 
red us that there is a reward for the Righ- 
teous, and that Holineſs ſhall be crowned 
with Happineſs. 
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SECT. 3» | 
Holineſs the onely ſafe way to eſcape the 


wrath to come. 


Fear is a paſſhon ſo extreamly violent, 
and repugnant to Humane nature, that 
nothing imaginable is of more force to 
conquer the unruly wills of men to duty. 
Hence 1s it, that even humane Laws are 
much more ſecured by puniſhments than 
rewards: Therefore if the promiſe of 
Heaven be not forcible enough to work 
upon our rebellious Wills, we have a Map 
of eternal and intolerable torments to 
excite our fear, and to affright us from the 
commilſlion of thoſe fins that lead down 
#0 the chambers of death ; and that drawn 
ſoexa(tly, that it is the greateſt miracle, 
that men will notwithſtanding flight Ho- 
neſs, which 1s the onely means to evite 
thele laſting tortures. 

FH: ſacred Writ, the torments of the 
damned are repreſented by ſuch terrify- 
ing expreſlions, that it is a. wonder they 
impreſs not a fear and 'terrourupon the 
molt daring fianer. The Apoltle St. Jude 
deſcribing Hell, calls it, The vengeance of 
eternal fire, and the blackneſs of darkneſs 
Fv ever, Jude 7,13. And the Apoltle 


St. Johr 
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St. John calls it, A lake of fire and brim- 
fone, Rev. 20. Io, I5, Qur Saviour ' 
more emphatically defcribes it to be 4 

re that can never be quenched, ana whovxe 
the worm dieth not, Mark 9.46. All which 
phraſes do' molt ſignihcantly expreſs the 
ſeverity and intolerableneſs of the tor- 
ments : for what puniſhment is fo terri- 
ble as that af Fire 2 and how unſpeak- 
ably does it inhance the miſery, ia that it 
is eternal 2 and that too, as inflicted by ari 
offended God, who is executing his ven- 
geance upon ſinners. 

Wonld God ſinners would ſeriouſly 
conſider whether they are able to endure 
the eternal pains of a gnawing Confci- 
ence? or can patiently dwell with devou- 
ring Flames ? Whether the momentary 
pleaſures of ſin, are to be balanced with 
thoſe furious refle&tions, thoſe horrid 
ſtings and intolerable tortures the damned 
ſuffer day and night, where nothing of 
life mags but the ſenſe of pain? Alas! 
Will no argument prevail with men? how 
amazing is it to think that the everlaſting 
God has uſed all the methods of love to 
excite men to' Holineſs, and to reclaim 
them from fin, and all to no purpoſe? 
May I not well ſay to fuch men, as St:Pa#! 
faid tothe Galatians, Unwiſe ſinners,who 
Fath bewitched you 2 CG 2 Did 
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Did men ſeriouſly believe the threat- 
nings of the Goſpel, I am ſare they would 
not, for the fulleſt enjoyment of carnal 
felicity, run the hazard of dwelling with 
everlaſting burnizugs., That man that ſo- 
berly conſiders, that the wrath of God 
is revealed from Heaven againſt all ungod- 
lineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, will, I 
think, eaſily be ſcared into reformation, 
and be thereby excited to be diligent in 
the purſuit of ſubſtantial Holineſs, which 
is the ſafe courſe toeſcape that wrath. 

Alas ! that men who are ſo wiſe and 
diligent in their ſecular concerns, ſhould 

| prove ſo fooliſh, ſo remiſs and careleſs in 
matters of the greateſt weight, and which 
require the utmoſt diligence! That ra- 
tional creatures ſhould ſo willingly pur- 
chaſe their own miſery, and be at ſo much 
pains to damn themſelves! "Twill ſurely 
be an aggravating circumſtance of their 
miſery, to think that they might have 
been happy, if they had but taken as much 
pains to live holily, as they took in the 
purſuit of (taful- pleaſures. How aſto- 
| niſhing a conſideration will it be to the 
damned, to think of their treading uns 
der foot the Son of God, and their coun- 
ting the blood of the Covenant whereby they 
were ſandGifi d,an unholy thing 2 feb. 10. 


29, 


_— 


29. to think, that the time was, when the 
enjoyed not onely a poſſibility, but a 
fair probability alſo of eſcaping the fury 
and indignation of God ! 

But men will not believe that a merci- 
fal God will thus torment his creatures 
that he who delights not in the death of 
ſinners, will execute his vengeance upon 
them. Alas ! what deluſory imaginations 
aretheſe? for although fury is not ir 
God , yet his honour calls for the execu- 
tion of Juſtice upon ungodly ſinners, who 
obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus. He 
has waited long upon finners, and has 
fully teſtified that he is a God Jong ſuffe- 
ring, and (low to wrath : He has not in- 
ſtantly reſented every injury offered to 
him; but day from day has been intrea- 
ting ſinners to turn from the evil of their 
ways: and now ſeeing they ſet at nought 
all his counſel, and will not hearken to his 
reproof,, what wonder is it though he 
laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
their fear cometh £ Prov. 1.25. 26, How 
heavy is that threatning, Dext. 28. 63. 
As the Lord rejoyced over you to do you 
Good: ſo the Lord will rejoyce over you 
to deſtroy you? | | 

To compleat the miſery of the damned, 
b:{ides the intolerable and eternal pains 
G 3 they 
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they endure, we may allo adde that ce- 
leſttal felicity they are for ever excluded. 
tram. How tormenting will it be to think: 

of an everlaſting ſeparation from the di-, 
vine Preſence, and inſtead of a holy So- 
ctety, to keep a coatinual —— 
cy with impure Spirits ? 

Would God that this brief diſcovery of 
the powers of the world to come; might 
prevail with men to be holy 10 all manner 
of converſation. 

Byt methinks I hear the over-zealous 
Profeſſor too ignorantly objecting, that 
It is ſervile, mercenary, and legal, to be 
holy for love of Heaven, or fear of Hell, 
Truly if it were ſo as theſe men teach, I 
know not what can be the intent and de- 
ſine of all the promiſes and threatnings 
of the Goſpel, Ang although I queſtion 
not but it is a generons and Chriſtian 
principle, to ſerve God out of pure. love ; 
yet I can never be induced to think, that 
to be holy for love of Heaven and fear of 
Hell, can be ſeparate from that principle 
of ] love to God. 

God knows haw much in need men 
ſtand, both of arguments to work upon 
their hope and fear, to excite them to 
dyty. And ſince he who knows our na- 
tures, has uſed promiſes to allure us, and 

threat- 
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threatnings to awaken us, we muſt not 
pretend;to be wiſer than God, and reje& 
thofe motives he has thought fit to pre- 
ſcribe: and indeed, if it were not for the - 
fear of evil, and the hope of good, 'tis to 
be feared, the preſſing of other motives 
ſhould be but a mere beating of the 
Air. | 

Bat that this is not ſervile and merce- 
nary, needs no other argument to prove 
it, but our Saviour's enduring' the Gros, 
and deſpiling the Shame, for the joy that 
was ſet before hips 3 a Scripture ſufficient 
enough to ſtop the mouths of all oppo- 
nEnrs, 


_——_— 


SECT &4 
Holineſs the main deſign of the Goſpel, and 
the end of all Chriſts ſufferings. 


JubjeFs who know the intent and 
deſign of thoſe Laws iſſued forth by their 
Prince, will be loath to contema his Au- 
thority, eſpecially when the wholc intent 
of thele is to make them by their obe- 
dience the more happy ; and ſure 'tis the 
moſt unaccountable thing that c2» be, if 
they notwithſtanding deſpiſe !:1z Laws, 
and quite counter-aG'his Jetign, 

Now the main deiigne of the Chriſtian 

| G 4 precepts, 
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precepts, is the promoting of Holineſs, 


and planting a good life in men : This al- 
ſo was the onely intent of our Soveraign 
and Law-giver; and itis certain the whole 
advantage redounds to us. How impious 
then is it to deſpiſe the Authority of Hea- 
ven | If God had made Holineſs a matter 
of indifferency, the want of ſuch a quali- 
fication had not been criminal : but fiace 
ſacred Writ has declared, That this is the 
will of God, even our ſan@ification, and 
that we muſt be holy as he is holy 5 if we 
rebel, the indignity and contempt we caſt 
upon him, is inſufferable. = 

T have already ſhewed, that 1t 1s the great 
deſign of the Goſpel-Precepts, Promiles, 8: 
Threatings, to exalt Holineſs. Hence the 
Apoltle very aptly calls it, 4 dofFrine ac; 
cording to godlineſs : and he tells us, that 
the deſign of it is,to teach-men to deny un- 
godlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, and godly in this —_— 
world : and the Character of its nature 
Is, to turz men from darkneſs to light and: 
from the power of Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgivneſs of ſins,and an inhe- 
ritance among them that are ſauGified by 
faith in Chriſt. | "0 A" 

I wiſh the <effe& were anſwerable to the 
deligne, I Joubt not but the Goſpel => 

a 
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had a kindly influence upon ſome, to form 
them to Holineſs, I would fain wiſhupon 
all : But alas! the perverſe and corrupt con- 
verſations of men plainly tell us, that 


there are but a few who have anſwered 


its deſign. 

In the next place, it were eafie to de- 
monſtrate, that to plant Holineſs amongſt 
men, was the end of Chriſts deſcendin 
from Heaven to Earth, and of all that he 
ſuffered. This the Apoſtle plainly enough 
holds forth, Tit. 2. 14. He gave himfelf 
for us, that he might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purifie unto himſelf a pecu- 
liar people zealows of good works. Now 
what argument ſhould be ſo powerful and 
prevalent to engage Chriſtians to be uni- 
verſally holy, as the due confideration of 
Chrilts redeeming them for that end ? 

Men who are endu'd with any ſparks of 
iagenuity, cannot but be inf - _ to be 
ſeparate from the pollutionso 
when they refle& what their Redeemer 
bath ſuffered in order to the purchaſing of 
their' pardon and reconciliation: For 
when poor Man had caſt himſelf headloog 
from Heaven to Earth, had loſt his priſtine 
purity, and ſubjugated himſelf to the cru- 
el tyranny and dominion of fin; in this 
Geplorable ſtate being utterly unable to 
| help 


this world, 
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help himſelf, our bleſſed Lord redeemed 
us from our captivity, by offering up him- 
ſelf a ranſom to fatisfie divine Juſtice: z 
and all this, that we might walk in new- 
neſs of life. And now what ingratitude 
is it todeſpiſe ſo much love ? Sure, If he 
that deſpiſed Moſes law died without mer- 
cy, of how much ſorer puniſhment ſhall he 
be thought worthy, who hath trodder un- 
der faot. the Som of God, and hath counted 
the Bloud of the Covenant wherewith he 
4s fandiſied an. wnboly lng 5 £: Heb. 10. 
28, 29« 

He muſt certaialy be of a very baſe and 
dilingcnous ſpirit, who takes pleaſure. in 
fin, whea he conſiders how dearly Chriſt 
paid for it. Hath he been at ſo much 
paing, undergone ſuctidiſmal ſufferings to 
purchaſe our peace., and will we*not- 
withitandiag iruſtrate his deſigne? how 
ſ{trznge to aſtoniſhmeat 1s this, that men 
ſhould Irs captivity to freedom! 

Alas ! 18-1t not enough that our bleſſed 
Maſter was ſo barbaroully and deſpiteful- 
ly uſed by the Jews and Roman Soul- 
dicrs, but muſt we be alſo Ators in the 
Traged y, and by our fins crucifie him a- 


gain 2? 
" 7 22 not die that WE might live ? 
and i{iall we fpend our life in offering 


G eſpite 
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deſpite unto him? Strange,: that ſo much 
madneſs ſhould Jodg inthe breaſts of any 
into whom God hath breathed the breath 
of life! yy 

TI might herealſo adde, that it is a con- 
temning, and offering of the greateſt de- 
ſpite to the Holy Spirit, to deſpiſe Holt- 
neſs :; for upon this account. 1s the third 
perſon of the bleſſed Trinity called the 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe his peculiar office is 
tq-enable us to;perform holy ations : now 
if we. continue in our rebellion, if we 
rejed the offers of grace, and the internal 
motions of the Spirit to Holineſs, we do 
hereby become guilty of quenching the 
Spirit of God, and offering deſpite unto 
him; which is ſo horrid a piece of villa- 
ny, that: Heayen threatens it with the fe- 
verelt torments, 


+SECT. 5. 


Holineſs the moſt proper and effeFual 
means for attaining length of days. 


Of all outward and temporal blefliogs, 
length of days hath juſtly the precedency, 
ſince without this, all others can afford 
little or no comfort : The poſlefiion and 
enjoyment of other mercies, can beſtow 
no ſatisfaction to men lying on their beds 
of 
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of languiſbing : nay, there is no comfort, 
be it neverſo great, but men would wil- 
lingly quit with, to acquire thiss Now 
fince this is above all things ſo univerſal- 
ly deſired, it cannot but very much en- 
hance the value of Holineſs, to demon- 


ſtrate that there is nothing ſo proper, nor- 


more effectual to procure Jength of days 
than this. 

In order to my proving of this, I (hall 
firſt make it plain from Scripture, that 
length of days 1s due to holy men by ver- 


tne of the many true and faithful pro- 


miſes ; and ſecondly, I ſhall appeal to 
common experience to determine the 

caſe, X 
Firſt, there is nothing more evidently 
aſſerted in Scripture, than that Holineſs 
hath the promiſe of length of days an- 
nexed to it, Prov. 3.1, 2. My ſon, forget 
not my law, but let thine heart keep my 
commandments ; for length of days and 
long life ſhall they adde unto thee. This 
encouraging motive is preſſed very etie- 
Qually by Moſes, in his exhortation to 0- 
bedience, Det. 4. 40. Thow ſhalt keep 
therefore bis flatutes and his command- 
ments which I command thee this day, 
that it may go well with thee, aud with 
thy children after thee, and that thou maiſt 
prolong 
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prolong thy days upon the earth. Upon this 
account we alſo finde that there are ma- 
ny promiſes of this nature to obedient 
Children, Exod. 20. 12. Honour thy fa- 
ther and thy mother, that thy days may be 
long upon the land whichthe Lord thy God 
giveth thee. | 

And as Righteouſneſs tendeth to life, 
(as the Wiſe man obſerves) ſo be that 
purſueth evil purſueth it to his own death, 
Prov. 11. 19. Theres nothing more evi- 
dent from Scripture, than that fin hath 
a natural tendency to ſhorten mens lives; 
nay, the great God, who is ſerions 1n his 
threatningys, hath aſſured usit is ſo: upon 
which account we may well conclude 
with the Wiſe man, Prov. 10. 27. The 
gears of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned. 

The whole tenour of the Scripture a- 
bounds with many ſuch promiſes and 
threatnings 3 and the thing is ſo plain, 
that I need not ſtand to tranſcribe many 
texts. 

But beſides Scripture, this truth is alſo 
plainly atteſted by common experience : 
for if we examine who are the men who 
for ordinary are molt obnoxious to di- 
ſeaſes, and live ſhorteſt z we ſhall finde 
It true enough, that the vitious are the 


men, who live not out half heir days, - 


Prov. 
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Prov. 23. 29, 30. Who hath woe ? who 
hath ſorrow? who hath wounds without 
canſe ? they that tarry long at the wine, 
&c. Holineſs is repugnant and inconfi- 


ſtent with'exceſs, which naturally pats a 


period to the lives of men : It forbids all 
manner of vice, which /eads down to the 
chambers of death; and keeps men within 
due bounds in their eating and drink- 
ing. | 

Before mankind had corrupted them- 
ſelves by their notorious and impudent 
vitiouſneſs, we read of their great length 
of days; but the increafe of fin multi- 
plied diſeaſes, which hurry men to untime- 
ly deaths. 

T deny not but the great Lord and Ma- 
ſter of the Univerſe may, for holy and 
wiſe ends known unto himſelf, cut ſhort 


the lives of the righteous; yet ſurely if we 


conſult either Experience or Reaſon, we 
ſhall finde it certain beyond doubt, that 
vertuous men eajoy, for ordjnary, far the 
longeſt lives. 

Some good men may be naturally of a 
brittle conſtitution, yet how ſtrangely has 
their life been protrafted by their mode- 
ration and ſobriety? and how many 
ſtrong men have had their days ſhortened 
by their intemperance and exceſs ? | 

| Indeed, 


OO I I 


Chap. 3 The beauty of Holineſs. 9% 


. } 


' Indeed, he that confiders this well,ſhall 
fiade, that Holineſs -1s the moſt effeQual 
means to promote long life, both upon a 


moral and natural account. . Upon a zroral ' 


account, long life is the reward which the 
divine promiſes do ſecure to ſuch men z 
aad an the contrary, wickedneſs is threat- 
ned with ſhortneſs of days. Upon a #4- 
tural account, the fire doth not more na- 
turally produce heat, than Holineſs does 
procure health and length of days 3 and 
there is nothing more evident, than that 
the moſt of vices have a phyſical effica- 
cy in the ſhortning of humane life. That 
this is the neceſſary produtt and genuine 
effe& of intemperance and laſciviouſnels, 
needs no other argument to prove it, but 
the daily examples of multitudes, whom 
thoſe fins have hurried to their graves. 
And truly there 1s not any vice which 
does not like fire in mens boſoms torture 
and confume them 3 and fo diſorders and 
diſcampoſes them, that they even neg- 
let the neceſſary means of their health. 
See Period of Humane life, pag. 111, 124, 
Edit, 2; 
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SECT. 6. 


Holineſi that which makes mien honoure- 
ble 3 vice rendering men mean and ig- 
zoble . 


Honour is an ornament ſo noble and ve- 
nerable, that he is but very ſottiſh, if not 
quite bruitiſh, who doth not court and 
careſs it, Upon this account it is no- 
thing ſtrange, that ancient Philoſophers, 
who wanted the affiſtance of revelation, 
placed mans happineſs in it. 

How many brave and gallant ations 
have been performed, which if they had 
wanted the bait of Honour had never 
been attempted! Gallant ſouls, who de- 
ſpiſe all other rewards, have been hereby 
excited to undergo the greateſt dangers. 

- Now,(ince honour is ſo highly eſteemed, 
eſpecially by thoſe who pretend to gene- 
roſitiez I ſhall, to encourage ſuch to be- 
friend Holineſs, endeavour to prove, that 
the moſt effte&ual means to procure Ho- 
nour, and to be in eſteem both with God 
and man, is #0 live ( as the Apoſtle advt- 
ſeth men ) ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly 


Onely before I proceed to prove this, 
I ſhall premiſe one Caution, namely, that 


by 


_ 


—__ 
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by Honour 1 do. not chiefly underſtand 
one dignified with any extrinſecal honour 
ariſing either from: his. Birth or Office ; 
though both theſe are-to be: highly e- 
ſteemed, and muſt not' be denied that ex- 
ternal reſpe&t due utits them : - but by 
Honour I underſtatid that eſteem and re- 
putation that the beſt and wiſeſt men do 
_ give toany whoſe Moral honour is con- 
ſpicuous 5 -and under this notion the Sto- 


ick-Moraliſt hath very well expreſſed-it, 


Nobilit as ſola eff atque nnica virtws. 


* & 


which tpon the matter diſagrees nat much 


from” that ſacred poſition of the- Wile 


man, Prov. 22. t.* A good name i rather 
to be choſen” than great riches. 

_ Having premiled this, I come now to 
prove that Holineſs is the path-way to 
Honour. And indeed, this is fo: plainly 
aflerted'in -Scripture, that it is needleſs to 
inſiſt. "The God of Heaven hath allured 
us, that thoſe that Honoxr him, he will ho- 
our, and thoſe that deſpiſe him ſhall be 
lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. 2. 30. Much like 
to this, 1s that inducement to Holineſs 
urged by our Lord Chriſt, Joh. 12: 26. 
If any man ſerve me, him will 9zy Father 
honour, Now men cannot hoavur:God 
H more 
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more, than by being holy : for the word 
is compreheaſive, and tacludes all;thoſe 
duties that God hath enjoyned ; but e- 
very vice is a deſpiſing of his ſacred. Au- 
thority., -If then. holy men. are thoſe 
onely - whom God. will honour, and 
vitious men thoſe whom he will contemn, 
we may eaſily conclade, who. axe. the 
honourable, and who are the baſe and 
ignoble. Sure thoſe men muſt be honou- 
rable, whom the Fountain of Honour e- 
ſteems ſuch. 

'Tis upon this account that the Saints 
are called ( in Scripture) the excelent of 
the earth, and the worthies of the world, 
( how meanly ſoever men eſteem them)of 
whom the world is not worthy. And the 
righteous is ſaid to be wwore excellent than 
hjs neighbour. And indeed, Holigels doth 
notonly promote the honour;and eſteem 
of priyate perſons,but of gublick Commy. 
nities and Kingdoms alſo, Prev, L4. 34. 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation, ; but ſir 
is 4 reproach to any people. 

This is a truth. which the. wiſeſt of . 
the Heathens, who yet wanted. Revela- 
tion, conſtantly taught, namely, That 
Honour is the reward of vertue. Hence 
the largeLeCtares they have written ia the 
commendation thereof : it would be too 

tedious 
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tedious 'to tranſcribe even the Elogies 
that they have written in the praiſe of 
Vertuez and indeed it is well worthy of 
our obſervation, that as they have illu- 
ſtrated Vertue by their large Encomiums 
of it, {ſo Vertue { which they courted ) 
hath made them venerable' to poſterity , 
and tranfmitted to us their memories un- 
der the moſt amiable Encominms imagina- 
ble : And however their birth was but 
mean and almoſt regardleſs, yet their ver- 
tunes have made them more famous than 
Princes and Emperours. The vertaes of 
Ariftides, Socrates, Seneca, Marcus Re- 
gelas, and many others, have made their 
renown glorious; whileas many Empe- 
tours and great men have had their names 
buried | in ſilence. 

' Let a man be as rich as ever any of 
Adam's poſterity was, or (that 'I may 
extend it farther ) as high as his ambitious 
thoughts can wiſh; let him be wile as 
Solomon, and endued withall other per- 
fetions and advantages; yetif he want 
vertue, how infipid will his Name be to 
poſterity > [t is Vertae alone that con- 
duceth to fame. "Tis trne, ſome wicked 
men (called in Scripture vile, notwith- 
ſtanding their authority: ) have been ſet 
m high places, and honoured for fear, 

H 2 whea 
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. when alive ; yet they never . received 
that honour:which hath in all ages accom- 
panic the Righteous. They have had 
the: external; ( which: is indeed due to 
men by vertue of theit Deſcent or Office) 
but - wanted that internal reverence and 
honour which is-onely due to good men: 
and-I:doubt not to. ſay, that'there is no- 
thing more incongruous and: unſuitable, 
than to ſee Honour given to ſuch men, 
As ſnow'in ſummer, and as rain in har- 
veſt, ſo honour is not ſeemly for « fool, 

| Prov.:26. 1. 

Vice is in the judgement of all confi. 
dering men {o mean and baſe, that it caſts 
a ſtain and reproach upon men z: makes 
their.names unſavory, and ſtink:in.the no- 
ſtrils of after-ages: but Holineſs forces a 

 veneration from men, and makes:poſte- 
rity raiſe Elogies in their memory.z bat 
the memory of the wicked ſhall * forgot- 
Fen, 

Virtue was that alone whereby, many 
Kingdoms and Empires have been raiſed ; 
was thar which made them fo flouriſhing 
and potent, and prevailed more to their 

_ eſtabliſhment and 'advancement, - than 
Strength or Policy. Thus it was with 
the old Romans, (tor their vi: mes are a 
| ſhame to the preſent ſtate of that Em- 


pire ) 
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pire) their Clemencie and Juſtice con- 
quered Kingdomes, and made Rozve re- 
nowned and glorious beyond all other 
Kingdoms and Commonwealths : and as 

Vertue hath raiſed Kingdoms, fo hathit 
 alſoparticular Perſozs3 whileas Vice hath 
calt Emperours from their Thrones, -and 
made them as unfortnnate as they were 
wicked. 

Miny of the primitive Martyrs, who 
were renowned by Kingdoms and Com- 
monwealths ( who keep Feſtivals in 
honour of their memories ) were but of 
an inferiour degree, -and had nothing to 
recommend them to poſterity. but their 
Holineſs and SanGtity ; and indeed, any 
man that conſults Reaſon, will eaſily finde 
himſelf: conſtrained to reverence and e- 
ſteem virtuous men. 

'Tis a wonder that any man who pre- 
tends to generoſity ſhould be vitious, 
there .being nothing ſo mean and baſe as 
Vice, which like to cowards always lur- 
keth, and dares not approack the light. 
I doubt not but this preſent age. hath ar- 
rived at as high a confidence 1a proclai- 
ming their fins as Sodom, as ever any for- 
mer age acquired; and it may (to the 
reproach of 1t) be ſaid, as ever any is 
- JIike toreach ta; yet till men caſt quite 


H 3 oft 
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off humanity, it cannot be expetted that 
Vice ſhall have Advocates to plead in its 
defence, *'Tisa noble ſaying of the great 
Moraliſt Seneca; Licet Dews meſciret neo 
homo paniret peccatum, non tamen pecca- 
rem ob peccati vilitatem. 

'T3s no wonder then though Vice a 
pear (as the Devil in S4mxe/'s mantle ) 
under the cloak of Vertue ; though Luſt 
maſk it ſelf with the pretence of Love, 
and Cruelty of Zeal : but by this means 
it proclaims its timorouſneſs, not daring 
to own publickly what it really is. 

It were a large field, to deſcend to the 
canſideration of every particular vertue 
and vice, and to ſhew that there is not a- 
ny vertue but tends to the advancement 
of a mans hanour 2nd fame, and no vice 
which is not ungentile, mean, and baſe; 
But the brevity I have deſigned will not 
allow me to enlarge; only in brief I ſhall 
demoaſtrate the truth of this by ſome few 
Inſtances, ; 

Juſtice is ſo gallant a vertue, thatit ad- 
vanced the renown of thoſe whom 1t a- 
dorned, beyond what riches or preferment 
could ever beltow. The Romans were 
more famous, and ( where they were E- 
nemies ) more formidable for their Juſtice 
than their Power; it was this vertue 


which 
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ell 


which in a peculiar manner made Sce. 
pters and Kingdoms ſubmit to their Go- 
vernments. But 1juſtice is ſo baſe and 
contemptible a vice, that it hath made 
thoſe who are captivated by it, deſpiſed 
as the unworthieſt of men, not deſerving 


to be taken into frendſhip, but to be ex- 


cluded from humane Societies, How un- 
ſavory hath the name of unjuſt Judges 
been to poſterity, whileevery one is rea- 
dy to ſtrew ſome Elogies in honour of the 
juſt! 

To this I may annex Conſtarcy in friend- 
ſhip, asa vertue as noble as amiable : For 
who will not admire and celebrate the 
man who rematas fixt to his friend, what- 
ever alterations or changes there may 
be in his condition? And ſure whoſoe- 
ver fails in his friendſhip, lays himſelf o- 
pen to the molt mercileſs condition, and 
needs expect to beleft to befriend himſelf 
when the wheel of Providencelaies him 
below thoſe he thought unworthy of his 
favour. 

Of all vertnes, Liberality, Charity, and 
Compaſſion are ſo noble, that commoa 
ſpeech adapts this Elogie to them by way 
of emphaſis; and indeed, Ithink I need 


not fay mach to raiſe an eſtimate of theſe; 


for no man can be ſo baſe as to deſpiſe 
H 4 thoſe 
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thoſe who beſtow: favours - - upon him. 
Sure there is no vertue that:makes men 
more famous, that wins the hearts and 
affetions of people more, than Liberali- 
ty : but Avarice is vngentileand-ſordid 3 
and fo odious a-vice, that it ever leſſens 
all other vertues, and makes thoſe it poſ- 
ſefſes the moſt hateful of men. | 

Charity 1s an obliging virtue; and as it 
hath its original from, ſo doth it alſo ne- 
ceſlarily:-produce Love, and eſteem too: 
he who prefers the neceſſities of others 
before his own ſuperfluities, and who 
does ſupply the wants of others, does ſo 
chear the languiſhing hearts of the needy, 
that nothing can be more-generous, nor 
generally meets with a greater ——_ —— 
of honour and eſteem. 

To compaſlionate. the caſe of the Fa- 
therleſs, of the Poor and Needy, is ſo no- 
ble a vertue, that the Apoſtle makes this 
qualification alone the evidence of pure 
and undefiled religion. It ts a moſt un- 

- natural and more than bruitiſh fin, to 
{light and forget ſuch. 

Meskneſs and Humility are (ſuch didlo 
embelliſhments of humane nature, as [I 
have formerly ſhewed, that none- but 

- proud and infoleat ſpjrxs, who:haye. been 
always-condemned as in{ufferable,” durſt 
Ev£r diſcſteem thepn. ; - Tp 
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To theſe I may joyn Afﬀability or Cour- 
teſie, as a vertue near allied to Humility 
and Meekneſs 3 which being noble in its 


cauſes and effe&s, cannot but denominate 


the perſon it illuſtrates both noble, and 
amiable, and lovely: 'Tis indeed an evi- 
dence of a very bale and abje& ſpirit, to 
be ſallen and moroſe, Perſons of a noble 
education and original, are frequently 
known by their condeſcending and obli- 
ging behaviour; and I amſure Reputati- 
on - and Eſteem are the apparent effects 
of Courtelie. 

Temperance and. Moderation are ver- 
tues more noble than that they need elo- 
quence to advance their value, as its con- 
traries are too meanand beaſtly to be in- 
veighed againſt, How bruitiſh and con- 
temptible is a drunken man, who is ra- 
ther an object of pity, { as mad-men are) 
than reproach ! who being a more apt re- 
ſemblance of a beaſt than a man, deſerves 
as little Honour, as he is ignorant what 
Honour means, 


46 = " 


— 


" 126 The beahty of Holineſs. Chap. 3. 


_ WY 


S E C T7 


Holineſs attended with the moſt ſolid aud 
real pleaſures. 


7 all thingsthat concern practice,there 
1s ſcarce atrty motive more forcible than 
Pleafure; and of all pleaſures, thoſe that 
entertain the Soul are the moſt excelleat. 
We indeed need no argument but expe- 
rience, to demonſtrate how raviſhing ſen- 
ſual pteafares and delights are, how much 
they are careſſed and courted, till men be 
glutted and filled with them. Bur alas! 
how inconſiderable are all ſenſitive de- 
lights? the enjoyment of theſe cannot 
raiſe us above the beaſts that periſh ; but 
thoſe pleaſures which are fitted for the 
rational nature, arenoble and laſting ; and 
ſuch are all thoſe delights that ariſe from 
a holy converſation ; no joy, without this, 
being able to make a mans life pleaſant 
and delightful. 

There 1s in Holineſs an internal deleQa- 
bility, that is better felt, than it can be 
expreſſed ; but how loathſome and o- 
dious is Vice? it is compared 1a Scriptare 
to the moſt ugly and unpleaſant things : 
But Holineſs is ſo comely, ſo delightful, 
and raviſhing, that it is very fitly ( ac- 

| COr- 
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cording to the Scripture-Epithet of it) 
called, the Beauty of Holinef. It is this 
alone that produces a calm and ferene 
Canſciencez from which neceſſarily re- 
ſults acquieſcence and delight : and in- 
deed, this is no fantaſtick and imaginary 
joy, ( as the Atheiſts of this Age would 
make men believe) but a true and real 
one, affording much more complacency 
and ſatisfaction, than all the pleaſures of 
ſenſe. To the truth of which, I doubt 
not but thoſe men who queſtion it ſhould 
aſſent, if they would: but make the expe- 
rimett3 and till they do this, they give 
us too' evident an inſtance of their folly, 
in denying the reality of thoſe raptures 
of joy reſulting from a holy converſa- 
tion. | 

But beſides Experience, this truth is 
likewiſe confirmed by Reaſon : For who 
is ta more probable circumſtances to par- 
ticipate of Pleaſures, than he who 1s 
Maſter of his Paſhons, who hath ſubdued 
his appetites, and freed himſelf from thoſe 
imperious Lords, who denied him the lt- 
berty of taſting and reliſhing pleaſures 2 
The pious Soul may have no large allow- 
ance of temporal mercies; yet having 
Contentment, he is richer than the wicked 
mai whoſe coffers are full, | 


But 
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But we. tieed not doubt of the reality 
of. thoſe; pleaſures; the \ Wiſe man hath 
long ſince put this out of queſtion, Prov. 
3.17. Her ways are ways of pleaſantneſs. 
There 1s here a concurrence of all thoſe 
circumſtances that contribute to make a- 
ny thing deleQable : 'tis a way pleaſant 
for its plaingeſs, and deſirable for its end. 
There is. not indeed any thing wanting 
in it, [that uſually draws ovt mens de- 
light, 

All beauty falls inconceivably ſhort of 
this; it being Holineſs alone, that makes 
the righteous ſhine forth as the ſun in the 
Kingdom of their Father : without this, 
all natural comelineſs is imperfeQq, and, 
as the Wiſe man expreſles it, ix deceitful 
and vain, Prov. 31. 30. 

| And yet what an univerſal Empreſs is 
external beauty become ? nothing being 
.of equal force ro attra& the eye of be- 
holders as it doth. How hath ſhe con- 
quered themighty, and made the Nobles 
of the Earth Vaſſals to lacquey after her? 
There is an almoſt irreſiſtible power and 
force her charmings, which conquereth 
the hearts of men inſenſibly, 

Now jt Beauty mixed with ſo much de- 
formity, accompanied with ſo much at- 
tendance and flavery, be ſo enchanting 
| and 
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and attrativez how much more power- 
fully (honld the Beauty of Holineſs, which 
is every whit perfect and unſpotted, and 
attended with no diſmal accidents, raiſe 
our admiration, and make us ſay ( as Da- 
vid of Goliah s Sword ) There is none like 
Wy 35 * 

Alas ! alearthly beauty will be quick- 
ly laid in the duſt! a lrele time will de- 
face the faireſt face;. and make its beauty 
conſume like a Moth: an unexpedted ac- 
cident may disfigure it,and marre the moſt 
lovely-features; and there is nodoubr but 
old Age, which draws on apace, will make 
wrinkles-1n the ſmootheſt face, and make 
it wither as a flower : But the Beauty of 
Holineſs 1s laſting z it fades not with time, 
nor canitt be impaired by the moſt loath- 
{ome andnauſcating diſeaſe. 

--Since\then Pleaſure is ſo ready to ex- 
cite our affetions, and draw out ourcom- 
placeney., tis pity that the nobleſt; the 
-moſt ſatisfying,and the molt laſting ſhould 
be ſo much contemned. Eccl. 5. 10. He 
that loveth ſilver, ſball not be ſatisfied with 
[hover s:' nor he that loveth abandance , 
'with.. increaſe. All the carefſes:of this 
'World are unable to ſatisfie the Soul ; 

: but how raviſhing are the joys of a holy 
-canverſation! The pleaſures ofthis world 
| are 
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are ſhort and momentary, are onely ( as 
the Apolile phraſeth them ) for a ſeaſon, 
which quickly pafſeth; but the joy of 
the HolyGhoſt is as laſting as unſpeakablez 
and this joy (faith Chriſt to his Diſci- 
ples) wo men ſhall take from you. tis 
without the reach of the malice of men 
and Devils too, | 
Alas ! how diminutive does it make 
the pleafures of the wicked, to ſay they 
are ſhort > how exceedingly does this one 
circumſtance diminiſh them 2 But indeed 
this were not fa very conſiderable, if there 
were a concurrence of no worſe' circum- 
ſtances : but that which moſtly iis an al- 
lay and damp to temporal pleafures, is 
the conſequence, a painful and .laſting 
eternity of the ſevereft puniſhments. *Tis 
this life that puts a; period and conclufion 
to the joys of wicked men 5 whileas the 
ptous have Rivers of pleaſures for ever- 
more. to delight and raviſh them?” *'tis at 
Death that they exter into the joy of their 
Lord. " | 
This is a ſubje& ſo raviſhing and' plea- 
ſant, that I cannot. without reluQaney 
conclude it. O how unſatisfactory are all 
the delights of Senſe, if compared with 
thoſe Spiritual Joys the holy Soul partakes 
of! The delights that the Drunkard hath 
Wt 
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in his Cups and. QGompanions, the Cove- 
tous in his Riches, the Ambitious 1a his 
Preferments , &*c, . fall all incomparable 
ſhort'of that joy that is the lot of the righ- 
teEQUS; | | 

The delights that the holy man enjoys 
do upon a double account far over-poiſe 
the tranſitory pleaſures of the wicked. 
Firſ, the preſent ſatisfaCtion that the ho- 
ly Soul taſtes of in this valley of tears, 
is iacomparably greater than the delights 
that arife from ſenſe The ſoul that hath 
once taſted of the love of God, findes 
mare;pleaſure in the very ads of mutual 
love;: than in all the feaſts of delight that 
ſeaſe iscapable taenjoy. ,Food is indeed 
ſweet to the hungry, and drink. to thoſe 
who are- languiſhing with ' thirſt: the 
taſte does without doubt fiadeſome meats 
ſweet and reliſhing, even where there is 
no . extremity of -hunger, much more 
whevze-itis: for, #athe hungry emery bitter 
thing: ſwees.. Peauteous Sights raviſh 
the Eye, melodious Muſick the Ear, and 
Odoriferous things pleaſe the.Smell:: But 
alast' how far beyond-theſe is the delight 
which the devout foul receives in Ordi- 
nances ! the antipaſts of joy which their 
Heavealy Father beſtows upon them, are 
more dehghtful than the concurrence - 
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all ſenſual pleaſures; The foul that is in 
trouble:can fetch more conſolation: from 
the promiſes of the Word; than the car- 
nal Takia can from his pleaſures: --Onleſi 
thy Law had been my delight ((aith the 
Plalmiſt ) T had periſhed in my effi iffion. 
Other: things could 'not avail him; they 
could .affort no relief: but to/have ac- 
ceſs to God1n prayer, and to pour out our 
complaints. to our willipg God , this is 
more raviſhing than can expreſs," "And 
I am ſure 'there 1s no man who hath ta- 
ſted . theſe::joys, who: would part with 
them. for ſenſual pleaſures ;5 and no-man 
dare. inveigh agaiaft: thoſe ſpiritual 'de- 
lights, but ſtrangers who PIOGEREE 'nos 
with this Joy. © 
The vesy Heathens have caught ns,\ that 
Vertue-is'a reward to itſelf; they expe- 
rimentedimore real latisfaction Ittmode- 
ration gnd:temperance, thatvin Drinking 
and. Whoring, 'But Chriſtianity gives us 
more: uyeontrolable evidences iof-the re- 
ality of that joy thatipgood men'even in 
this ſtateof abſence tafte of Into'what 
a rapture and unexpreſlible extafie of 
Joy did: the abundance of revelation St. 
Paul met with put him! and the Apoſtle 
St. Peter ' was fo tranſported with joy 
when he did ſee Chriſt in js Transfigu- 


ration, 


—— 
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ration, that he could nor forbeat crymag, 
Maſter, it is good being here, How fail 


of joy have Martyrs been in\the mid(t of 


the flames! what comforts:have they e&« 
vetiithen expreſſed! And is'not all:this 
evidence, that 'the joy of holy men 1s 
more real, -more ſweet and raviſhing, than 
the tranſitory pleaſures of the wicked, 
which 'in ſeveral ſeatons can afford nv 
delight? a little pain or'diteaſe is ſuch an 
allay and damp to their. pleaſures, that 1 it 
quite extirps them. 

But beſides thoſe foretaſtes of joy that 
the holy Soul. experiments here, which, 
as I have ſhewed, infinitely overwhelms 
all trouble and pain; that which con- 
tributes tnoſt to advance the. joy of. 'gpod 
-men, are thoſe felicities above, which gre 
prepared for them; and to theſe wicked 
men can lay noclaim, their fartheſtpro- 
ſpet being confined to wnparey, de- 
lights. ; 11 

_ What abundance of delights and unex- 


preſlible pleaſures are laid up for the:-ho- 


ly Soul above! How delectable will it 
be, ;to be conſtant refidents in the 'Hea- 
venly Jeruſalem, whoſe Streets are pure 


Gald, and whoſe Gates are Pearl4 haw 


raviſhing will it be, to-be always:10his 
- preſence, . where there are Streams; and 
_ Ravers 
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Rivers of perpetnal L pleaſures? ; How ſweet 
wall the, te:bk a. merbber of that blef- 
Ted|Society: af: the firſt; bora in; Heaven, 
where thereis@ perfect concord and.agreey 
ment? :But:J confels,, 1 am-not able to 
expreſs half rhe zoy of this future felieis 
:: Eye hath nit ſeen, nor ear, htard, nti- 
jber ms itientred into the hearts of men 
#0 conceive, what a (tore, af happiucls 
God hath latd,up. in Heaven for thoſe 
who are holy in all manner af \converſati- 
on. ' 


'$2cT.8.; | 
' Holineſs areompavied with Peace. | * 


/ 0 There i is nothing more ſuitable to, and a- 
yreeable with Humane nature{than Peace; 


:as-thoſe-who'enadure trouble 8nd vexari- 


-on(cantolly atteſt: Amongſtearthlybleſ- 
fiagh-it deſerves not the laſt place, it be- 
1ng a mercy which crowns all others, and 
-withour which; the fulleſt fruition could 


- abt prove farisfactory. 


Thoſe languiſhing, bad much to be pl- 
ried, Kingdoms, which now lie bathed in 
blood, can atteſt the evils and- miſchiefs 


of War, much more pathetically than 


words can expreſs. How ſweet and ac- 


- ceptable would Peace (a'word always 
: founding ſweetly ) betothem? Now 
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Now the Apoſtle St. James hath given 
us a brief, but unqueſtionably true, ac- 
count of the real cauſes of Wars and 
Fightings, Jam. 4. 1. From whence come 
wars and fightings among you? come they. 
not hence, even of your luſts that war in 
your member; From theſe f1atul cau- 
Bf (es have all the diſorders and jars in King- 
' doms and private Societies had their 
*Mreal (I ſpeak not of their pretended ) 
"RH original How impetuovs are the luſts 

of turbulent ſpirits! like the raging waves 

of the Sea, they are ſtill in mation, caſting 

forth filth and dirt. Ambition 18 ſo un- 

quiet and reſtleſs a paſſion, that no man 

is ignorant what. defolations 1t hath 
-E wrought in the earth: How many famous 
;K Kingdoms hath it ruined and deſtroyed 2 
- what inquietudes and diſorders are oc4 
.caſioned by diſcontentment? All theſe 
-Yare things ſo evident, that L need not ea- 
{large upon them: but how-repugeant 
d 
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are theſe vices to Holineſs? and can it 
be rationally imagined that their genuine 
and proper effc&ts can be more recon- 
cilable with it ? = 1 Tor) 
T confefs, Religion hath too frequently 
been pretended as a Cloak to coverithe 
>Mgreateſt Villanies, Confultons, and Rebely 
lions ; but ſure | am, nothing imaginable 
| I 2 COn- 


lm 
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contaids a greater contradigion, than to 
ſay theſe impieties have a warrant from 
the ſacred Laws of the Goſpel, the com- 
bination of which is the rule of Holineſs, 
as I have formerly explained. Is not 
Chriſt called the Prince of Peace, and the 
Goſpel the Goſpel of Peace 2 Anditiscer- 
tain, if men would be ruled by the Laws. 
of ſo peaceable a Prince, they ſhould be 
of a calm and quiet ſpirit: then ſhould 
we indeed ſee Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſſing each other. 

When ever therefore we read in an- 
cient propheſies of the great peace that 
{hall be in the Meſſzahs reign, we muſt. 
thereby underſtand, that the nature of the 
Goſpel and its precepts are ſuch, that if 
men would conform their lives to them, 
there ſhould be an univerſal Peace. How 
ſtrictly are all the cauſes of Envy, Con- 
tention, Ambition, and Rebellion, pro- 
hibired? and ſure if theſe cauſes were 
removed, their effe& ſhould have no 
place: Then ſhould the Bow be broken, 
and: the Spear cut in ſunder: Swords 
(ſhould be turned into Plough-ſhares, and 
the: Inſtruments of War into more ne- 
ceſlary uſes: War ſhould ceaſe unto the ends 


of the earth, and Peace ſhould be within 
each wall. 


By 
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By this it 1s apparent how much holi- 
neſs conduceth\ to the eſtabliſhment of 
publick peace. But that which I would 
more eſpecially take notice of, is, the in- 


ternal ſerenity and calmneſs of Con- 


ſcience, which is the onely effe& of holi- 
neſs : and truly upon this account there 
is no peace to the wicked. 

IT might here appeal to every mans 
breaſt, whether Holineſs does not calm 
and quiet the Conſciences of men; while- 
as a natural horrour reſults from the com- 
miſtion of vice, more heavy than the 
ſevereſt laſhes ever inflicted by Tity- 
4s or Rhadamanthus., What SS: 4 
able peace and eaſe does attend holineſs 
of life! there is no jar nor contention, 
no check of Conſcience, nor wound of 
ſpirit, to diſturb the inward repole of the 
Righteous: but that remorſe that reſults 
from the commiſhon of fin, even after 


men have acquired what they ſ1nfully Ju- + 


ſted after, 1s like that hand-writing, Dar. 
5. 5- Which made the (tour heart Bel- 
ſhazzer to tremble, and his knees to (mite 
one againſt another: It troubles the 
thoughts of the molt daring Gnner, ard 
makes him a terrour to himſelf, There 
Is no 1magin3ble torment that can equal 
the terrours of an awak-ned guilty Con- 
LY ' ſcience 
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ſcience 3 it fath put men to chuſe ftrang- 
ling and death rather than life : all which 
is fully verified by the Ward of truth : The 
ſpirit of a man can ſuſtzin his infirmity ; 
but « wounded ſpirit who can bear £ 
/ O the(ccret pangs and fears that poſſeſs 
. the ſpirits of wicked men! the ſevere 
checks and laſhes of Conſcience that ſeize 
upon tranſgreſſors, which all imaginable 
divertiſemeats cannot quite ſtifle and ſup- 
preſs! All the attendnce of the moſt 
dear Relations cannot-give eaſe and com- 
'fort to them. How diſmal and 1ncon- 
ſolable was Spira's condition ? how ama- 
Zing are the very thoughts of thoſe gnaw- 
ings and horrours of Conſcience he ſuf- 
fered? The fears and apprehenlions of a 
future miſery, mar all the joy and mirth 
of carnal men. ln their moſt flouriſhing 
ſtate it continually haunts rhem, and ſo 
fills them with horror and iaquietude, 
that they caanot quietly enjoy themſelves. 
Whilſt the Soul a&ts within the Body, it 
cannot but preſent thoſe horrid and dil- 
quieting rcfl:Ctions. 


Hz: ſunt qui trepidant, © ad omnia ful- 
gora pallent. 


Theſe are the men who in the mid(t of 
outward 
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outward felicity are amazed with tormen- 
ting fears, which cannot be eradicated bue 
by a fincere repentance. 

Byz the holy Soul, inthe extremity of* 
outward troubjes,enjoys ati internal calih- ” 
neſs and quiet of 'minde: the very Pa- 
gan, who could not be beyond doobt af. * 
ſured of the certainty of a future reward, 
cogld yet ſay, 


—— — —_—_—_———————x 


—--- Hic murus abenew eflo, 


Nil conſcire ſtbi, nulla paleſcere culpa. 
But the Word of truth hath made this 


more unqueſtionably ſure: Pſal. r19. 
i65. Great peace have they that love thy 
Lew, and nothing ſhall offend them. 


SECT. 9. 


Holineſs the beſt evidence of true Wiſdom, 
and real Worth, and Conrage. 


Wiſdom and Courage having their riſe 
and ſource trom nobler Principles than 
external h-|ps, have therefore in all Ages 
been eltzemed cxcellent and venerable 
vertices, 2nd much preferable to thoſe 
others which depend upon external ad- 
vanrtages?, IW: | Aom is q 3S the Wiiz man 
ſpeaks) ihe principal twing, Prov, 4. 7. 
I 4 [t 
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Itj js, s.that- vertue whichi in a peculiar man- 
ner.raiſeth the Humane nature above that 
of Bruits, who a& without conlidera- 
tion; and counſel, And Courage is that 
which ſubdueth that ignoble paſſion of 
fear; which hindreth men from attempt- 
16g -actions .praiſe-worthy. Hence it is, 
that, to be called a Fool, or Coward, 
are ſuch reproachful denominations, 


that nothing imaginable is more ſhame- 


ful. - : 

That Holineſs is an infallible evidence 
of true Wiſdom, is more plain than it 
can. be doubted. In ſacred Writ, Wiſ- 
dom and Religion are ned as convertible 
terms, as words expreſſing the ſame thing. 
And unto man he ſaid, Behold, the fear 
of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to depart 
from evil,that is underſtanding, Job 28.28. 
Hence the impious and wicked are fre- 
quently called Fools, and men void of 
uaderſtanding and wiſdom. And how- 
ever this prophage Age of ours hath ac- 
counted thoſe men great Wits, who have 
caſt off all Religion, and who Burleſque 
Scripture; who think it the greateſt folly 
to be kept 1a awe by the fears of future 
danger, and to be kept in thraldom by 
the apprehenſion of an 1aviſible being : 


fe yet men 2 Whg cenficer things aright, haye 


I" 


/ 
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ia all ages accounted thoſe Atheiſts both 
fools and mad-men. 

Fools, in condemning that which all 
wiſe men have aſleated to. But 'tis. no 
wonder, fiace fin is that which overclouds 
and {tupifies the judgment, and deprives 
them of thoſe intellectual abilities where- 
by men acquire a right judgement of 
things. Alas! why ſhould ſuch be ac- 
counted wiſe, who caſt themſelves in the 
dirt and puddle, who contaminate and 
pollute their Souls, who prefer a tempo- 
ral to an eternal felicity, who blindly 
and inconſiderately expoſe themſelves to 
the wrath of a God-revenging fin? Sure 
the greateſt idiots are not camparably fo 
unwiſe as theſe men, who venture their 
Souls upon ſuch hazards. | 

There is nothing that doth ſo much de- 
baſe Humane nature, as fin : the Pſalmilt, 
who but upon a ſurpriſal vented his 1m- 
patience and envy,yet charaQerizeth him- 
ſe}t a fool ſor doing ſo, P/al. 73. 22. $0 
fooliſh was I, and ignorant : Iwas as a beaſt 
before thee. Tis Religion alone that is 


the moſt certain and uncontrovertable dif- 
ference betwixt men and bruits. The ve- 
xy Pagan Satyriſt could ſpy, 


— Sepa- 
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Reaſon will eaſily convince every wan 
that will but take pains to conſider, that 
thoſe men who neglet their greateſt 1n- 
tereſt, can never ſhun to be eſteemed 
fools. Now to be ſerious and careful a- 
bout the Soul, to be aſcertained how it 
ſhall go with us 1n the other world, this 
is the greateſt concern of 'man, about 
which the greateſt care and diligence pol- 
fible is Jittle enough : and ſure thoſe men 
who deliga happineſs (a thing implan- 
ted in the natures of men Y muſt either 
make uſe of the right means in order to 
their acquiring of 1t, otherwiſe they too 
plainly proclaim their folly : but the ho- 
ly Sout makes Religion its whole bulineſs; 
he knows that it 1s his greateſt intereſt to 
be holy, and that without this he can ne- 
ver expect to be happy hereafter. And. 
indeed, whatever may bethe preſent ap- 
preheniions and thoughts of men, yet 
they ſhall ere long paſs this verdit of cir- 
cumſpe& walkers, That they were the 
ontly wiſe men: and the God of wiſdom, 
who can give the be{t judgement 1a the 

. cale, dues accauat the Saints to be wiſe 
men 


ee 
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wen. Let us then hearken to the Apoſtles 
advice, Eph. 5. 15. See that ye walk cir- 
curſpefly, not 4s fools, but as wiſe. 

But as Holineſs doth thus entitle men 
to wiſdom, lo doth it alſo promote true 
valour ;, 1t mightily conduceth to inſpirit 
men with courage and magnanimity : The 
righteous are bold like a lyon ;, but the wic- 
. ked flee when no man purſueth. And the 
reaſon of both is plain: the one hath 
ſecured his future ſtate ; but the other 
expects no better inheritance. And how- 
ever wicked men may be very daring, yet 
they cannot be ſaid to be truely valiant ; 
for this is always rational and deliberate: 
but if wicked men ſhould ſoberly con{i- 
der the unſpeakable hazard they run up- 
on, they durſt not be ſo daring; for what 
conhidering man would thus expoſe him- 
ſelf to danger to be eſteemed gallant, 
who knows it he miſcarry he 1s everla- 


ſtiagly miſerable ? It this merits the En- 


comium of courage, why may not thoſe 
mad-mten who taconfiderately expoſe 
themſelves to danger, be alſo accounted 
valiant? Nay, the Horſe that undaynted- 
ly, but inconſiderately, runs ſo many 
dangers, encounters (o many perils 1a bat- 
tle, may b2 as truly faid to be valiant, as 
thoſe mea: But this is to miſtakequite the 
true notion cf courage, That 


——— 
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That man that is affrighted with a fmall 
danger becanſe it is preſent, but nothing 
amazed with-a future danger which is 
certain and intolerable, is certainly both 
Fool and Coward. A Fool, in judgin 
ſo badly, and miſtaking his own intereſſ 
and"well-being: A Coward, in being a- 
fraid for a danger becauſe it is preſent. 
Ke who runs from his Colours in time of 
Battle, proclaims himſelf to be a coward, 
although thereby he expoſeth himſelf to 
a greater danger if he be apprehended, 
even the ſevere Sentence of the Martial 
Law juſtly inflicted upon Fugitives. How 
then can thoſe men be accounted valiant, 
who for fear of ſome ſma]l danger they 
may run the hazard of here for Holineſs, 
expoſe themſelves to thoſe vials of fury, 
which 1s the portion of ungodly men 
hereafter ? 


S8E TT 10. 


- Holineſs univerſally profitable, and above 
all things moſt advantageous. 


In all ſecular affairs that concera pra» 
tice, Gain and Advantage is the great ar- 
gumenrt and attracting inducement that 
prevails upon mens; 1t is like oyl to the 
wheel, m3king tits motion more cafie-and 


{wift. 
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ſwift. There is no danger o terrifying, 


but men have hazarded on, who have 

had this motive to animate them : this is 
' it that prompts the Mariner to expoſe 
himſelf to the dangers of the mercileſs 
Ocean, that excites Servants to toil ſo in- 
duſtriouſly, and encourageth Souldiers to 
fight battles. 

That men may allo be inſpirited and al- 
lured to court Holineſs upon the account 
of its utility and profit, I ſhall ( abſtra- 
Ging from thoſe advantages I have alrea- 
dy inſtanced ) now briefly diſcover that 
Holineſs is, firſt, pofitable to men in every 
condition and (tate, Secondly, that it 1s 
attended with all outward bleffiongs, and 
wants not a claim to a temporal felicity. 
Thirdly, That without it all other mer- 
cies are uſeleſs, and nnable to quiet the 
Soul. Foxrthly, That it is the moſt in- 
comparable bleſſing, and frees the Soul 
from the worſt of evils. Fifthly, That 
it is the beſt evidence of our being in 
favour with Gad, and of our adoption 
to Gods Family. And Laſtly, That it is 
the beſt cordial againſt the fears of death, 
and affords the greateſt ſatisfaftion to 
men lying on their beds of langwiſh- 
10g. "vvne 
' That 
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That Holineſs is profitable and advan- 
tageous to men in every condition and 
ſtate, ſeems to be clearly enough aſſerted 
by the Apoſtle, when he ſays, Godlinef 
is profitable for all things. But beſides 
Scripture, Experience and Reaſon do 
jJoyatly agree 1a the proof of this. That 
man that is advanced above others in 
riches, has no ground to expe& honour 
, and reverence from men, if he walk not 

according to the rule of Holineſs z that 
is, if he be not moderate and compaſiio- 
nate, if he reſtrains not his ambition and 
pride : And ſure, without this love and 
reverence from others, his conditioa is 
not very happy, be lies expoſed to infi- 
nite dangers. 
Again, it a man be expoſed to a mean 
and adverſe eſtate, is cavironed with an 
infinite number of perplexing difficulties; 
et this caſe is not altogether hopelels ; 
or if he be not vitious, but on the con- 
trary religious, beſides the divine aid 
that is engaged for his relief, rhe circum- 
ſtances he is (tated in are apt motives to 
| {tir up bowels of compaſſion towards ſuch 
a perſon. | 

Unleſs the Magiſtrate, who is inveſted 
with Supream Power and Authority, imi- 
tate God in goodaeſs as well as in great- 
nels, 
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neſs, his Authority will produce fear ra- 

ther than love. The very Moraliſt could 
ſay, Sine bonitate nulla neajeſtas. Thole 
who will be at the pains to conſult Expe- 
rience, (hall fiade that good Princes have 
elways been in the greateſt eſteem 3) and 
fire it is the moſt unpardonable villany, 
to'iattempt any evil againſt religious 
Kings. 

Holineſs is alſo profitable for Subjetts 
roteach therh obedience, and to ſubmit, 
riot merely upon the account of wrath bur 
for Conſcience ſake; which is certainly 
the, onely ſafe expedient to ſecure the 0- 
bedience of Subjefts: And, T confeſs, I 
know not how that man can be a true 
Subject to his-earthly Prince, who (tands 
not+to offead' the God of Heaven. I 
know ſome who have pretended, to much 
Holineſs, have been the greateſt villains 3 
but'this proves-not that the rule of Ho- 


lineſs gives a Superſedeas or allowance to 


any to diſobey Authority. 

Art thou a Paxert 2 =— rule of Holineſs 
(to which holy men conform) will in- 
{tru& thee to' be gentle and tender to 
thy - Children; and not to provoke them 
to wrath, which is the onely thing that 
leflens their affeQion. Art thou eChilde? 
it 'will teach-thee to reverence and: ho- 
nour 
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nour thy pareats ; in doing of which, thou 
entitleſt thy ſelf to the promiſe annexed to 
the fifth Commandment. In 2 word, it is 
profitable to make all mannerof Relations 
live in quietneſs and peace, and to beſtow 
mutual offices of love upon each other, 
It inſtruts men to be faithful in every 
calling and employment: and certainly 
the good man 1s to be traſted far rather 
than the wicked; for Religion lays an 
awe.and reſtraint upon the one, but the 
other pretends no ſuch motive to engage 
him to fidelity, eſpecially if he may de- 
ceive and not be noticed. To this pur- 
poſe Platarch hath a:notable ſaying : Pze- 
tate ( laith he, Nat. Deor. lib. 1.) ſablata, 
ſides etiams & Societas humane generis, O- 
una excelentiſſima virtws juititia tolli- 
Fur. 7 

There are ſeveral things uſeful for. ſore 
men, but altogether unprofitable for o- 
thersz but Holineſs is equally profitable 
for all; there are none exempt from taſt- 
ing its utility, but thoſe who exclude 
themſelves by a vitious converſation. 
Secondly, Holineſs is attended with all 
outward blefiiags, and wants not aclaim 
toa temporal felicity, Matth. 6.33: Seek 
ye firſt the kingdom of God and his righ- 
teonſneſs, and all other things ſhall be = 
de 


A 
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ded unto you. The promiſe of inheriting 


the Earth (by which all tetnporal felt- 
city is meant) is made to the meek: 
Matth. 5.8. Bleſſed are the meek; for 
they ſhall inherit the earth. And indeed, 
we "inde this bleſſiag evea promiſed to the 
poſterity of thoſe that fear the Lord, Pſa. 
25.13. And to put this beyond all doubr, 
we fiade the P(almiſt_repeating this five 
times in one Plalm, Pſal. 37. 9, 11, 22, 
29, 34. And the great Apoſtle tells us, 
that it is Godlineff thit harh the promiſe 
of the Life that now is, and of that which 
is tocome, I Tim. 4. 8. The God of Hea- 
ven hath alſo aſſured us, that he will mzth- 
hold no good thing from them that walk 
#prightly. Upoa this account well might 
Wiſdom ſay, Prov.8. 18. Riches and ho- 
nour are with me: a plain inſtance of 
which, we have in Solomon, who becavfe 
of his aſking Wiſdom to govern his Sub- 
jects, when he might as freely have 31E'd 
Riches and Honour, he receives this an- 
[wer from God, 7 heve alſo given thee both 
riches and hononr, x King. 3. 13. 

But however this diſcriminating pro- 
vidence doth not fo diſcernedly appear 
here, yet there is no man bur can atteſt 
Vice hath im poveriſtted thonfands ; thete 
beiog'iſeveral ſins that have a natural ten- 

K dency 


em 


dency to poverty. By means of a whoriſh 
woman, 4 men is brought to a piece of 
bread, Prov. 6 26. The like we may true- 
ly enough ſay of ſeveral other fins. 7 
have ſeen ( ſaith the Plalmiſt ) #he wicked 
great in power, and ſpreading himſelf like 
a green bay-tree yet he paſſed away, and 
lo, he was not ; yea, I ſought him, but he 
could not be found, Plal. 37. 35, 36. I 
confeſs, good men may be reduced to 
great wants, may be deſtitute of neceſſary 
proviſions 5 nay, how frequently is this 
the lot of the moſt excellent and gallant 
Souls? yet this may be ſafely ſaid, That « 
little that a righteous man hath, is better 
than the riches of many wicked. 

But then thole things that beſt deferve 
the name of riches, becauſe of their en- 
riching the Soul, which being more ex- 
celleat than the Body, mult upon that ac- 
count be of greater value than theſe things 
that onely reſpect the Body, theſe are 
onely peculiar to: holy men : and ſuch 
are the graces of the Holy Spirit, the 
combination 'of Chriſtian vertues, the 
price of which is above that of Rubies, 
Theſe are riches which are of a more'1a- 
ſting nature than thoſe which the igao- 
ble of the world call riches; they. are 
not ſubject to the caſualties which o_ 

an 
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and Silver and preciqus $anss ares which 
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upan.:that account. ganthat ibe::celled a 
mans own, as Pagan Miraliligbave large- 


| lyand cootlecealy confirmeds:Andif.we 


will not diſpute with Gad, aud . cqatelt 
his determintion, ve-ltall-Ginde. 9ne:ſia- 
gle vertye' receiving; aimore ample-cony 
mendation than eyerrriches did 4 + Pet. 
3: 4- The ornawent of '# meek. and quick 
ſpirit -3s.:in the fight LY Gee: of. 1great 
FICE- » \ + i%. Mg A; 
Although the holy oy) Jetaut So) my 
be reduced to our Savours firaits;:rat fo 
have where to lay' bis heads, yatihow. ran 
he be ſaid to be paory pliace he patleſies 
bim who is All? The:molt adverſe chan» 
ces that befal ſach a Sohj cannot; denomt- 
nate it, poor; there's: a Crown and 
Princely Jaberitance which beloogs to 
it. Nay, beſides that gloriqus nevertion, 


we have expreſs promiſes that ſuch fituls 


ſhall nat-be altogether deſtitute of nee 
(aries to ſuſtain and ſupport ther dg this 
their pilgrimage. |; 

.Fhavealready ſhewed,that de ad 


Pleaſures are the attendants of Helinef3 


What in the world is more glortous, than 
for a man eo conquer thoſe lufts and in- 
ordinate appetites that feck the maſtery 


over him? what pleature is able te con- 
K 2 tell 
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|-». "145 indeed impoſſible for a.man to cn- 
oy ' joy 


teſt wih'thoſs raviſhing joys which re- 
ſulvifrom- a holy neon.) 25. ?'There is 
nothing imaginable :ithat fo .cxbilarates 
and revives menj;as'scalm and. quiet Qou: 
ſcience. [But I paſs this. © + 

. Im!the'next: place 1 come to: ſlew: tht 
the >enjoyment:of > all other-bleſlings can 
tever profit that man that wants Holi- 
neſs. This 18- plainly-atteſted by-our Sa- 
wiogr,\ laying, Whit hath « nanprofited 
if he ſhonld gain the whole world, and loſe 
bis own fout ?'' Fo have an >Mucnce of 
temporal mercies, "cannot ſo: much as con- 
tribute/ito a preſent Felicity, -where the 
forementioned iquahfication' 15: lacking, 
Outward favours, not attended and chai- 
ned:wth' real Holineſs, contribure 'onely 
to-enhance the miſery of their poſſeſlor ; 
they being proper fewel to increaſe the 


_flatne of inquietude and reſtleſneſs, but 


wafit to allay it,, The preareſt plenty of 
riches cannot ſatisfie the covetous-minde, 
which like the Grave cries Give, yive. 
The whole world could not ſatisfie A/e- 
-xander's inſatiable ambition ; but, as the 


: Poer ſpeaks, 


-. - Aiſtuat inſelix anguſto l;mite mundi. 
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joy op that earthly felicity he defigns; if he 
want > "qa For, ſuppoſe he poſſe 
ſd: oft, - yet the ſecret acknowledges 
ment:of; a: (aperiour- power, impairs the 
delights that: do ariſe:from! ſuch a ſtats, 
and makes him in.the height of his fanci- 
ed felicity ſtartle and quike;::Conſeience; 
upon the apprehenſion of guilt, and the 
vengeance dud tot, recoils upon the ſin- 
ner; ant]-diſturds his quiet 'enjoyment of 
the plealyres he might otherwiſe freely e- 
nough delightin. O "I does it moleſt 
and tormontlgn-. | TOS a , 
aldg&19?10 510m £ O 
Nee ditque ſaves Teſts? in padre teſter 
49 491M: 781 
tohaveanioward Singhal of Fear _ 
ting, the.ſinger in his moſt retired -enjoy- 
ment of :pleafures ,-:'which candor be 
{ileaced oy bis-utmoft endeavours! This, 
this-is. it that torments: him with anguiſh 
and. confuſion, that allays the imaginary 
pleaſure: of the' molt charming Luſt, and 
in the midſt of laughter enakes his heart 
beavy : which fully verifies the truth 
of what I ſaid, that the enjoyment of 
all other bleſſings can never free a man 
from torment, nor a whit profit him that 
is deſtitute of Holineſs, 
Fourthly, Holineſs is the moſt incom- 
K 3 parable 
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parable bleſitagy! and frees the Soul from 
the; worſt: of evits;) © What! Dilvid faid 
of-Goliahs Sward; 1 may more fitchy ſay! 
of Helineks, There is rone like 3t 2 nothing 
in the world foaptto'remove.thaſt diſa- 
ſters and! turmoiling - fears that inwardly 
' work-upot'and:damp the miads'of 'men 
with ſevere..checks 4nd laſhes, -as/ Holi 
nels, which: ;being-diametrica re 
to fo, which 1s the: worſt of #vils;: quſ 
therefore: by a nece(fary eras: korn be 
thebeſtof bleſſings,” * 11170) 

"Now (ccing mirecdagd near to 
other are the more diſcernable, I ſhall * 
thetefore fake:'a ſhort -vieotothe evil 
and malignity of (in, that hereby the beau- 
ty : ad; e36cliency of: Holinels: way aps 
pear, the, brighter; and have the: groaweh 
forceto.conquerour. ztfeFions. * 

T6 Expreſs the: et] ':aud watinity of 
fin, Scripture reprefenrs it we the tnoſt ug- 
Jy:and: aborhinzble: thimgs,; by. the moſt 
dangetovs. and: terrible Diledes: Nay, 
the great Apaſtle ſtems ro'want language 
and compariſonstoD,' to expreſs the evil 
of tt, when he calls axceidingly evil, a r 
it he had ſaid, it nafiaitely trenfcends a 
other evils ; the malignity of which, no 
Pen can fully delineate and deſcribe either 
19 28 nature ar conſe quenges, 


Is 
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Ir'its-Nature ; the Scripture-charatter 
of it is, it is an enmity againſt God; a 
tranſereſſion and voluntary violation of 
his moſt holy and righteous Law; a diſ- 
obedience of his Authority, and a wicked 
contempt of all the divine Attributes : 
'tis the woful ſtain and blemiſh of our 
Natures, the diſeaſe of our Souls, and the 
reproach of our Reaſon. 

The conſequences of fin are fearful and 
' fatal. So bad a cauſe can never fail to 

produce the worſt effeQs ; for beſides all 
he temporal calamities and miſchiefs 
that befal Mankinde, thoſe unſpeakable 
miſeries and extream torments that ac- 
company men tothe other world, are al- 
ſo the dreadful and ſad effets of fin, I 
have already ſhewed, that every vice is 
naturally attended with ſome particular 
puniſhment : but that indeed which is 
moſt terrible, which ſhould mightily a- 
maze and ſtartle the fianer, are the dread- 

ful miſcries of another world : Alas! haw 
diſmal is the condition of thoſe men who 
have loſt the divine Image, and conſe- 
queatly his love and favour, and are lia- 
ble to his fury and wrath? who are pol- 
ſeſfs'd with a legion of impure luſts, which 
lead them captive, and hurry them 
headlong to perdition, where they muſt 
4 have 
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haye their everlaſting abode with 1 impure 
ſpirits ang devoyring flames. 

How impoilible is it to give a juſt Liſt 
and Caiglogue of the ſad and dreadful 
conſequences of ſin, or fully deſcribe:the 
evil and maligaity of it | But yet this im- 
perfe& glance may in part ſatisfie and in- 
form us, that a holy and vertuous life, 
which excludes all thoſe miſchicfs and in- 
coaveniencies which both in this and 
the next life attend fio, 1s.the belt of blel- 
ſiags, and frees us from the worlt of e- 
yils. 

Fifthly, Holineſs is the beſt evidence of 
our being in favour with God, and; of 
ur adoption to Gods Family, How. ſe- 
dulous and inquiſitive. are many . ggod 
Chriſtians . to underſtand, their ſpiritual 
ſtate and conditjqn, that they may know 
1ato which of the two regions of the 0- 
ther world they ſhall be ſtated after death? 
This;1s certainly a matter of the greateſt 
cot alſequeonce, and deſerves every mans 

olt ſerious confiderationg a miltake here 
62 x ſo.exceedingly dangerous, like a 
y/ound in the vital parts,,it proves mor- 
tal and jnevrable if continued iq. . Now 
the moſ; afallide mark and character of 

pur bing in favour with God, and that 
ll comprehends al] others, is that 
which 
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which the beloved Apoſtle ſets down, 

1 Joh. 3.7, 8,9, 10. 'Little children, let 

n0 man deceive you: he that doth righteouſ- 

neſs is righteows. ( And every one that doth 

righteouſneſs s born of God, Chap..2, 29.) 

He that committeth ſin is of the Devil 
Whoſoever is born of God doth not commit 
fin-- In this the children of God are ma- 
nifeſt, 'and the children of the Devil : 
Whoſoever doth not righteouſneſs, is not of 
God. Let men pretend what they will, 
if they be deſtitute of righteouſneſs, they 
are of their Father the: Devil, and can 

claim no intereſt in God as theis Father z 

ſeeing it is pority of Spirit that gives us 
a- title to be the Children of the moſt 
high 3 2:Cor. 6. 17, 18- Be ye ſeparate, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will 
receive you, and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith 
the Lord Almighty. The whole tenour 
of the Scripture abounds with fo many 
ſuch inſtances, that I ſhall ſuperſede a tedi- 
ous citation of texts, 


This then being ſo jnfallible and cer- 


tata a character, methinks every rational . 


man may quickly come tothe knowledge 
of his {pjritual. eſtate. : A bad man may 
certataly enough know whether he breaks 
the divine Laws, and goes 1n a contiqued 
caurſe 
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courſe of finz and a good man may ſuf- 
ficiently know whether he obeys the di- 
vine Laws, and is ſincere in-his ations. 
Theſe are things ſo plain and undeniable, 
that all doubts of this kinde are ridicu- 
Jous. © Now 'tis no difficuky to. draw 
theſe plain inferences : 7 break the divine 
Laws, therefore I am: not of God: or, 1 
obey theme, therefore I an a Child of God. 
And thus every confiderinag man,who im- 
partially conſiders, and exaQly examines 
his life and actions, may be fully ecough 
aſcertained whether he be a Childe of 
God or not. Alas! how uſeleſs and dange- 
rous 1s it to aſcend unto Heaven to ſearch 
the ſecret and eternal Decrees of God, 
which belong aot to us topry into,that we 
may\ know whether ourNames be written 
inthe Book of Life or not? He that doth 
righteouſneſs needs not fear any latent 
Decree concerning his reprobation 5 and 
it is the vaineſt thing imaginable, for im: 
penitent and obſtinate ſinners to dream 
that God hath from eternity ele&ed them 
to life, The pure nature of God is ſo 
perfe&ly eppoſite to ſin, that it is quite 
impoſiible there can be any agreement 
betwixt him and fionners, no more than 
there can be betwixt light and darkneſs, 
' The Plalmiſt acquaints us, That he is not 
A 4 
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x 'Gotl' that hath pleaſure i# wickedneft. 
Aid the Apoltle'hath told us, That rhe 
Wrath of God s revealed from Hedver: 
kgtift'all unyodlineſs and nrrighteonſ- 
reſÞ'of men. ' But yet the righteous Lord 
Ivveth the righteows : Thete' are the 
men whom he'eſteems his Children , 
es'Whom the promiſes of eternal life be- 


-- + the laſt pate, there is nothing m the 
world that will prove ſo etfenal to com- 
fort men” at the hour of death, as the 
Iweet thoughts of their being ſeparated 
from the polfutions of the world, How 
nnſpeakably comfortable 1s it for men, 
when they are juſt ſtepping into the o- 
ther world, 'to'refle& upon the good life 
they have 1ed; 'and that they carry in 
their boſoms Conſciences void of offence 
both towards God and towards man > 
This is indeed that noble and Sovereign 
Tordial that revives the ſpirits of good 
Ten, in their paſſage through the valley 
ard ſbxdow of death, and makes their com- 
torts abound and overflow. £086 

- Death is not ſo'ſmall a matter as ſome. 
"men tiok ; in Scripture it is not unfitly 
called the King of terrours ; Now no- 
thing can free men from the terrour of it, 
but a good Conſcience; and this —_— 
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men little pleaſure when they come to 
die, to refle& upan the earthly pleaſures 
they have enjoyed: theſe things profit 
-not 272 the. day of wrath; bot the Con- 
ſcience of well doing makes men ſalute 
death without dread and aſtoniſhment, 
and Jift up their heads with joy, becauſe 
"” day, of their redemption approach- 
eth. * 

_ But with the ungodly and wicked it is 
not ſo; then their (ins ſtare them in their 
face, and ſo terrifie and affright them, that 
no wonder though in the extremity. of 
their agony they prefer ſtrangling and 
death to life. If holy Fob doth ſo heavi- 
ly complain of 4he terrours of God, how 
much more terrifying ſhall the apprehen- 
ſions of a ſevere and terrible judgement 
be.to the unſanQified and polluted? To 
think how ſhortly he mult be everlaſting- 
ly ſeparate from the good things he ear 
Joyed here, and be caſt into utter dark- 
neſs, to have his portion with the damned 
1a devouring Flames, to be an everla- 
ſting reſident in the Lake of fire and brim- 
ſtone, where he ſhall be continually tor- 
meated with that gaawing worm that ne- 
verdies: Theſe are the amazing thaughts 

that 
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that-will ſeize upon the ftaner : his Con- 
ſcience then will not (leep ; nothing will 
be able to allay thoſe Storms and Tem- 

{ts that are raiſed by the fearful expe- 
Racion of tie reward due-to-fin. At 
death, men are generally wiſer than at o- 


ther times; then they begin to conſider 


what they have been doing, and call 
themſelves fool a thouſand times for their 
diſobedience and wickedneſs. The ſmoak 
of worldly cares that formerly blinded 
their eyes,are now diſpelled;they ſee their 


folly, when it is too late to mend itz and 


if they do no more, yet Balaam-like, they 


willcty, O that I might die the death of 


the righteows [ 
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CHAP. IV. 


Frivolous Cavils and Ohjejont removed, 


"TFT" He former Chapters having diſco» 
. vered the Beaxty of Holineff, and 
the mighty power and force of Argue 
ments that excite to the practice of it; 
one who- weighs all this by the meaſures 
of equity, ' cannot ( as: any man would 
thiok ) but look upaa it as the (ſtrangeſt 
prodigie; that ſo juſt a Cauſe ſhould miſs 
of its effe4, . and fiade the ſons of .men, 
who pretend to be ſuch Maſters of+ Rea- 
ſon, ſo monſtroully fooliſh in rejecting 
it upon the account of ſome frivolous 
aad very fallacious cavils : But the truth 
is, reſolute Ifnpiety is [et upon the Bench 
and made Judge; and no wonder though 
it paſs an unjuſt ſentence,and condemaHo- 
lineſs becauſe of its oppoſition to Vice. 
The common imputations and prejudi- 
ces which wicked men load Holine(s with, 
I ſhall reduce to the four following Heads. 
Firſt, Holineſs lays upon men heavy bur- 
dens, and grievous to be born : which 
makes hiumine hte joyleſs and nneafie , 
they being ſo inconliſtent, firſt, with 
Peace 
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Peace; and ſecondly, with Pleaſure and 
SatisfaQtion. 

Secondly, Experience informs us, that 
wicked men enjoy pleaſure and fatisfa- 
Qion 1n their ways, there being no men 
ſo jovial and merry as they ; and that men 
who pretend to Holineſs are ſullen and 
melancholy, and are expoſed to heavy 
ſufferings and trials. 

Thirdly, *Tis fiogularity and ambition 
that prevail more with men than any other 
motive to be holy, 

Foxrthly, 'Tis the greateſt piece of fol- 
ly, ignorance, and impudence, for men to 
quit with preſent pleaſures for mere ug- 
certaiaties. 

The friſt being the molt materia] Obje- 
ion, I ſhall therefore more largely and 
diſtinctly examine it; and in doiug of 
this, I ſhall deſire theſe four things 
may be conſidered. Firſt, that the dt- 
vine Laws are not grievous and unealle. 
Secondly, that Vice is much more trou- 
bleſom and difficult than Vertue. Thirdly, 
that Holineſs conduceth both to the Peace 
and Happineſs of humane Societies, and 
to the temporal Advantage of private 
perſons. And Foxrthly, that there is a 
great deal of more pleaſure in.the ways of 
Holinefs, thac 11 the commiſſion of _ 
That 
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ty enjoyn,viz. Whatſoever things are true, 


That the divine Laws are not grievous 
and uneaſie, but extreamly reaſonable 
and wiſe, is a truth { have already made 
plain, when I diſcourſed of the rule of Ho- 
lizeſs. The whole tenour of the Laws of 
Chriſtianity being ſo exceedingly ſuitable 
to the very oature of men, it cannot be ra- 
tionally ſuppoſed thatthey can begtievous 
to them. St. Paul. to the Philippians, 
gives us a brief and compendious, but 
very full and comprehenſive, account of 
what things the Laws of our Chriſtiani- 


whatſoever *things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſoever things are pure, 
whatſoever things are lovely, and whatſo- 
ever things are of good report - all which 
are ſo agreeable to Reaſon, that even the 
light of Nature prompts men to the do- 
ing of them, and fully diſcovers it ſelf to 
be an irreconcilable Enemy to all kinde of 
Vices. 

'Tis not then Reaſon, but the impe- 
tuous Luſts of men, that determines a ho- 
ly Law to be grievous and nneafie : and 
deed, no wonder though this unjuſt 
Judge make Holineſs appear formidable, 
and repreſent it as grievous to Mankinde 3 
it being ſo much the intereſt of this par- 
tlal Judge to. coadem 1 it as criminal, 
and 
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a6d to decrieitas'a yoak intolerable aad-: 
grievous to*be win, 'Twinot-.probabte-; 
that the moſt innocent ſhall paſs unconde: 
mned, wheti/an Enemy is ſet-up in 'the 
Judgement: :ſeat'Cto' paſs Seritence : our 
bleſſed Saviokritiiiſt be protivdced guilty 
by Pilar, although eventhipuoiuſt Judge: 
openly-p fofeſt; 'be fountl'Mofanlt in hin, 
Nad ſet 68 bur great L2%-pivermet with: 
ſo' ſevere giſatorice ji who! can expect; 
any more whright- VIE I ups 
on his 'Laws?-! {27 

But thatthe Hivitie Kaworldee not! in» 
Xed grievous to be bornpthay caſilywp« 
pear from plain Texrsof Seripttire (whivh 
is the onely lafvNible rule. J'Our | 
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Lord hath hiadſelf: Var tis/Diſci 
That his youk. *: elite; > an#- bis bu#zen 
1;ght.- 'And'otic of iis jofpired Diſciples 


has aſſured 'us;\that bis wands are nit 
grievoty 's' 1tw0 Texts (afficient methinks 
to remove'all thoſe-prejudices that 'are 
Gti opotra holy life; asf ir were full of 
fatighe and trouble, 27% 1 15 1s 
But befidesScripturey' Reaſonaud: Dx- 
periece' tho, come”"ih to-witneſs this 
truth: | Firſt,” ReaJow bears witneſs that 
the divicieCommatidVare extyeamly reato- 
nable and natural ; and''r aVes 


the 
common vote of Maakinde,ts lay, What 
L 


- 
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is natural, is upeaſie and difficult > Men 
who-impaſe hard and grievous taſks up- 
or: others, are by 'all. men condemned as 
unreaſonable-z, which certajaly implies, 
that whatever 4s reaſonable, is not grie- 
vous and difhcult,. 'Tis trae, ſingers, who 
by their many-repeated ags, of diſobe- 
dience have contracted a hahit of fin, do 
indeed commit-jt with leſs trouble than 
thoſe who firſt engage to this Tyranny, 
as Slaves, whoby cuſtom logk upon that 
as eaſie, which at their firſt eatrance up- 
on ſuch a ſlavery was very difficult and 
grievous: Ard: yet whatever eaſe the 
moſt daring ſinger. may pretend is to be 
found in the aGts af fio;-.[ durſt appeal 
to his own breaſt, whether be might aot 
with a great deal af more eaſe, and lels 
fatigue, bave kept thedivine Laws, than 
he mct with ia breaking of thery, 

:7 i romfeſe; the Laws of Ghyiltizgity are 
-not natural ina ſtrit and confined ſence; 
-but:-onely w fa far 38 they correſpond 

with, and are ſuitable ta, the nature « 
Mankande;: hence forme fins are (aid to 
-;he arnaturaly (mot becauſe all fins may 
: not: adopt tq:-themſclyes that title, but 
. becauſe pon a moge peculiar and ſpe 
\bralacgaum; all then are ſenſible that they 
* at& bruiw@®,-and unbecoming any whe 


carry 
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carry 1n their boſam a rational Soul. 
Theze is not any vice, bur it infeſts and. 
prejudges Nature. Arger is a degree of 
Madaeſs, that violently tranſports men, 
ard quite wars their inward eaſe and re- 
pole. Reperge, a more laſting and deli- 
berate fury, preys upon the Soul where 
it reſides, an ſo difradts and hurries it 
with inquietude and reſtleſge(s, that no- 
thing iitiaginable can be ſuppoſed a grea- 
ter Enemy to Nature, how ſweet ſoe- 
yer and luſcious it may ſeetn to depra- 
|| vedaature. Inteizperance, and Unclean- 
| eff, are fins which debaſe Humane na- 


| tyre below that of beaſts, and are the 
|| cauſe of many intolerable pains and Di- 
| fſeaſes; which make Humane life but an 
| wneaſie burden. But beſides all theſe trou- 
|| bles, we may adde that horrour of Con- 
ſcience that haunts the ſinner with fear 
>| and aſtoniſhment. All which contribute 
| to clear the truth of what I aſſert. 
| Aggin, Reaſon tells a man, that it cat- 
got be grievousto him to perform that 
I which'is ſo much his intereſt and advan- 
| tage. Men in their ſecular concerns 
© finde no difficulties in any undertaking 
4 wherein their intereſt is concerned 3 and 
| ſure it is mans greateſt intereſt to keep 
J the divipe Precepts, as I haye already. at 
8 L £4 ſome 
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ſome length diſcovered.” 'Tis an excel- 
lent ſaying, of as excellent an Author: 
Reaſon (lays he) wit firit ceaſe to be 
+a and commence Phrenzie; before 
poſſeble it can ſet it ſelf in defience 
if thoſe Laws of Chriit, which are accom- 
modated to its greatei? interesF. ' Cauſes 
of the decay of Chriſtian Piety, Chap. 5. 
Byt beſides Reaſon, Expemence bears 
alſo witneſs to this ruth, that the divine 
Laws are not grievous.” | But before 1 
proceed to prove this, ſhall premiſe two 
Cautions : , Firſt, when'T fay that Expe- 
rience makes it plain, that the Laws of 
Chriſtianity are not grievous; I do not 
mean that a ſinner when he firſt forſaketh 
his ſins, and betakes himſelf to a holy 
and vertnous life, ſhall encounter' with 
no difficulties; no ſure, this cannot rea- 
ſonably be expected: for his former ha- 
bit io fin will at the firſt give him work 
enough; he has an 'old cuſtom to op- 
poſe and ſtruggle with, which will" colt 
him no ſmall pains to overcome. Se- 
condly, tar leſs muſt we fondly imagine 
that che Law of Chriltianity is ſo eaſie, 
. as ſuperſedes and pives a, diſcharge to 
- humane induſtry , vigilancy, and care: 
; they arg but {trangers to a holy life, and 
. never knew' what It 15 to obey Gods 
- : Com- 
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Commands, who never were at any pains, 
nay who are not very induſtrious and 
careful to obferve-them. * When our Sa- 
yiour ſays, his yoak 3s eaſe, he does not 
hereby intend to perſwade men to be like 
Solomons (luggard 3 ſure Heaven was ne- 
verdeligned forloiterres inGodsVineyard: 
but his intent there, is to remove a com- 
mon. prejudice men were like to enter- 
tain againſt Chriſtianity, as if it were an 
intolerable yoak, and inſupportable taſk : 
now this Chriſt forewarns his Diſciples is 
aot true, 
| Theſe two things being premiſcd, I 
fow appeal to Experience ( which of- 
ten correds errour ia ſpeculation ) whe- 
ther the Laws of Heaven or Hell are moſt 
grievous, And to condcſcend as far as 
poſſible, I (hall not here call in the Ex- 
.periences of good men, who all unani- 
moully afſent that there is more eaſe and 
leſs fatigue in obeying, than in breaking 
.the divine Laws; but I (hall ſubmir to 
the ſinners owa tefiimony, when he 1s in 
his molt ſober ſtate | I mean, when. he 1s 
under the extremity of lome pain iofli- 
ted by his fins, or when he lies upan his 
death-bed: at other times, whea he 1s 1n 
the, purſute of ſome Luſt, no wonder 
though he paſs as unjuſt a ſentence as ſick 
L 3 men 
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men do of taltes, who having their pa- 


lates infeFed with fome venomous and 
filthy humor, judge every thing, be jt 
really never ſo pleaſant, to be bitter atid 
harlh. 
' Go'then to ſinners when they come 
to themſelves (as it isſaid of the Prodi- 
gal, He came to himſelf, asif he had beeti 
before mad or diſtracted) ahd aſk thetti 
Whether they finde more trouble in theit 
doing or omitting of fin? AIK the Drun: 
kard, who by his i intemperance les ſthar- 
ting under the tormenting pains of 'the 
Gout, whether he had been wiſer, and 
ſuffered leſs trouble, if he had been ren. 
perate, and abſtained from exceſs? Nay, 
beſides the diſeaſes that many, if not tnoſt 
of vices bring upon men, there are ſunic 
fins that make men ſenſibly in the time 
finade pain and trouble. Go to the La- 
ſcivious and Wanton perſon who is tor- 
mented with the Pox, and-afk whether 
his fia be grievous to him or not?! There 
are few (ins which are not-attended with 
grievous concomitants. But I ſhall not 
tofiſt, | 7 
"Y conſeſ no mens Experietices are (o 
likely to demonſtrate this truth, nor ate 


more pertinently appealed to, as theirs 


wht have once experimented the plea- 
; ſures 
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ſares and pains of both ſtates: Aſk there- 
fore thoſe who were quce: Drunkards 
and Adulterers, but are now -ſanftified 
and fettled in a courſe of Holineſs 4 .and 
I am ſure they ſhall verily teſtifie,, that je 
is only Satan's Yoak that 'is, uncaſie and 
burthenſorhe. 5.25 

But granting that there is ſome diflicul- 
ty in the exa&t obſervation of the Laws 
of Chriſtianity, ( as fure any man who 
conſults the corruption of his own na- 
ture, and the depraved inclinations there- 
of, againſt which they are levelled, will 
neverdeny) yet if this ſhall be judged 
a good Argument to cancel the Laws of 
Chriſtianity, all Laws whatſoever ſhall 
be quite daſhed out, and baniſhed the 
world ; for who ſhall-be guilty, if he may 
have the liberty to uſe thisfor a relevant 
excule ? | 

This being then ſo unreaſonable to img- 
gine, (and if it ſhould be admitted, 
ſhould yet never a whit excuſe the ſianer, 
who to his experience fiades fin to be fo 
uneaſie and troubleſome ) yet I ſhall adde 
two Conſiderations that demoaltrate , 
the Laws of Chriſtianity are more ealic 
than any other Laws that ever were 1n- 
vented; 'and that they are not (as car- 
nal. men repreſent them) hard ſayings 
4 whic 
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which none cabear. | Firit; the Author 
-of the GbſpeÞprecepts | hath offered-to 
ww aniafliffance,” able to conquer all 'the 
difficulties 'that-can be ſuppoſed to at- 
tend the keeping of his Mandates. *Tis 
true; if-Chriſt had enjoyned his follow 
ers to obey a Law which could not pol- 
ſibly be kepts E confeſs, in that caſe, his 
'Commands: had' been grievous, and: his 
Yoak inſupportable: Or if he had been 
"#tighed with'no lefs than perfe& inno- 
eeficy, and 'tn{ianrag obedience, I don't 
ſee how this prejudice and cavil could 
have been removed. "But he who' pre- 
'ſeribed thoſe Precepts, conſidered the 
frailties of bur-nature, and.the weakneſs 
of man in this lapſed eſtate; and there- 
fore he has'provided help for us, if we 
"will but be at the pains ſeriouſly to im- 
 ploreit; For he giveth his Spirit to then 
"#hat a5hk it. And upon this accouat the 
beloved © Apoſtle encourageth Ghriſtians 
to obey the precepts of the Goſpel, be- 
cauſe, Greater '#s he that is in Jon, than be 
"that is in the world. 
' Secondly, The excellency of the Re- 
-ward that is promiſed tothe obedient, is 
a moſt noble confideration to make.men 
(4s the PlaImift ſpeaks) rum the way of 
- Gals Commandments, The promiſlory 


part 
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part of the Goſpel , renders the prece- 
ptive part calle. Methinks the holy Soul 
ſhould with comfort thus expreſs it ſelf, 
when the greateſt dithculties offer : Good 
God! (hall [ be diſcouraged to obey the 
hardeſt (if any thing proceeding from 
infinite» Wiſdom and Goodneſs can be 
ſaid to be dithcult ) of thy Command- 
ments, when'ſo glorious a-prize is the re- 
ward thereof? If a terrene and tempo- 
ral felicity animates others to encounter 
the moſt Giant-difticulties, how much 
more unconcernedly ſhould 1. {light all 
hazards, : and: contemn by-a fearleſs cou- 
rage all dangers, for that bleſſed bope that 
is ſet before me? Can't remember there | 
is a Kingdom promiſed; and yet be terri- 
fied from it:'by ſuppoſed difficulties, or 
complain that the way is inacceſlible? 


| Dol really know that it is indeed a good 


Land, and am yet diſcouraged to attempt 
the taking of it, becauſe it will require 
ſome violence ? Shall I, hike the Rewbe- 
nites and: Gadites,: ſet up my. reſt on this 


fide of Jordan, notwithſtanding this pro- 


polal of Canaan? No ſure, eternal Life 
15to0 noble a prize to be lolt, for fear of 
fizhriog the Good fight. regard\' no 


difficulties while Ieye he Crown; 1 can- 


not think thoſe Precepts. grievous, that 


are 
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are enforced by ſo many excellent pro- 
miles, So great a recompence of reward 
(hould, methiaks, inſpire the dulleſt 
Heart, and (weeten the hardeſt Service ; 
ſhould make any one willing and content 
to ſacrifice his moſt beloved luſts, to cut 
off the right Hand , and pluck out the 
right eye, which ſtand in the way, and 
hinder him from entring into Hea- 
ven. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain 
upon what account the Laws of Chriſti» 
anity are not grievous, I hope I ſhall not 
need to inft{t long upon the follow. 
40g, particulars, At firlt fight it ſeems 
plain, that ſince the caſe is ſo, Vice muſt 
certainly be more tronblefome than Ver- 
tue; and that it is eaſier for'men tolive 
holily, than wickedly : and yer, I know 
not by what ſtrange artifice, Holineſs has 
had the bad luck to be repreſented as. 
being extreamly difficult. J1-confeſs, 1 
iatead not to inveigh. againſt the ſacred 
Tribe of Levi, who have repreſented 
Heaven almoſt as unaccefitble, as the I(- 
raelitiſh Spzes did the good Land of Ca- 
144r ; knowing they thereby onely tie- 


1gne toraiſe mens endeavours :: althou 


I] could have wiſhed that they had 'con- 
lidered better, how readily. men of - cor- 
rupt 
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rip mitides arid vitious prattices lay a- 
fide all car& of Gods Commandrieats , 
upon this ſuggeſtion, that they are 2rie: 
yous; and are deterred from a holy and 
yertuous life. 

Byt that Vice is more troubleſome and 
uneafie thin Vertue, will ( beſides what 
I have formerly faid ) appear to be ſo, 
from the following Conſiderations. Firfs, 
Yacted Records repreſent finhers as men 
who weary themſelves with fin; and the 
Prophet Fai2h deſcribes their trouble by 
4 very apt fimilitude, 7/2. 57. 20. The 
tvicked is like the troubled ſea, when it 
canot reft, tbboſe waters caſt up meire and 
dirt. The ways of fin are frequently 
called crooked paths, and wicked men are 
ſaid to talk xfliray; whileas the way of 
Holineſs agd Vertue is faid to be a ftreipht 
and þjgh way : All which Phraſes plainly 
ehough imply, that the fortyer is full of 
intricacy and petplexities, and the latter 
plain and eaſie. 

Experiences to prove this, are every 
day ſo multiplied, that they may abun- 
dantly ſerve to filence all doubts. The 
Drynkard can experimentally tell the 
coltlineſs of his fin, and the rormenting 
diſcaſes that are frequently the effe&t of 
an overcharged Stomach; the uneaſie 
belchings 


166 The beauty of Holineſs. Chap. 4 


We 


bcichings and overturnings within, the 
grievous pains of Head and Joynts. The 
Wanton and Laſcivious can produce his 
painful boils and fores, to. witneſs the 
uneafineſs of Luſt ; at beſt, he can onely 
produce an hefick Body. But beſides 
thoſe | loathſome diſeaſes thet are the ef. 
fe&s of Laſciviouſveſs, how reſtleſs and 
uncaſie is the condition of ſuch perſons? 
But how impoſlible is it to give a juſt 
liſt of thoſe miſeries that Wantonneſs and 
Intemperance hurry men to>.. To what a 
multitude of .amazing difficulties does 
Pride expoſe men | what miſchiefs, jarrs 
and conteſts does it raiſe? Envy and Re- 
verge torment mens ſpirits, and fo dil- 
quiet and perturb them, .that men may 
as well take fire into their boſom,. and 
pretend they , perceive no torment , as 
| lodge thoſe hortrid luſts.in.their breaſts 
without the ſenſe of their extream miſery 
and pain. The Covetows minde 1s neves 
at re(t, out is ever craving:and deſirous 
of more. But to ſhew how troubleſome 
the practice of every fin 1s, requires a 
larger diſcourſe than [ can well allow... 

But how eafie 1s Vertue, if compared 
with Vice?. At what trouble and pains 
are men, to invent a Jie? and when they 
have contrived it, they cannot but , be 

afraid 
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fie is it to ſpeak the truth? With how . 
much art and pains do.men trouble ther- 
ſelves to' conceal their vices > The Adul- 
terer 1s wearied 'with watching conve- 
nient opportunities, and afraid leſt he be 
diſcovered 3' whileas the chaſt perſon en- 
joys himſelf quietly, and is troubled with 
no ſuch attender. The covetows Mi3ſer is 
cruciate and tormented with a deſire. of 
what he cannot expect; is extreamly tor- 
mented by an inceſlant care, leſt he loſe 
what he hath, and ever. toiling to acquire 
more 3 whileas the vertuous Soul is con- 
tented with what he enjoyeth, and grudg- 
eth not to beſtow a part of what is his to 
others. | | | 
'tThere 18 no man who ts not quite given 
up to commit all manner of wickedneſs , 
and whoſe conſcience is not ſeared as with 
a hot Iron, but can tell by his experience, 
how perplexing and uneakie Vice is. And 
'to make this yet. more plain, I ſhall adde 
theſe few following Reaſons. Firs?, the 
nature of Vice: is. ſo. reproachful , that 
men are even troubled: to coya ſhitts.-to, 
avoid the owning it; and ſure this can- 
not but be uneaſie to met. Second/y, the 
moſt viciouſly inclined. perſons, who will 
r.0t- practiſe, yet are forced for their bw 
53. re 
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afraid leſt it be diſcovered. . But how ea- 
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reſt to pretend Vertue, and uſually indeed 
; become greater 'Zealots than thoſe whg 
are really vertuous: But this cannot but 
be exceedingly troubleſom ta them, it 
being againſt their inclinations, and con- 
tradiftory to the internal ſentiments af 
their raiades. And beſides, at what pains 
are they to make other men beheye that 
they are real in what they onely pretend ? 
Thirdly, Vice is'very perplexing and difh- 
cult, upon the account that it requires 
hard, if not impollible performances: the 
Covetous minde/is-prompted to attempt 
difficulties-to obtain what it craves; 

and after all is diſappointed. Nay, in- 
deed, Covetouſneſs is a vice {o uneafie 
and troubleſome, that it propoſeth what 
ea never be acquired: for after it hath 
got what is defigned, it is reſtle(s, and as 
ready to ſay Give, give, as ever. But 
Laſ#y, that which contributes maſt to 
render Vice uneaſie, are thoſe after-pangs 
of Conſcience which fill the Soul with 
horrour and amazement; the conſciauſnes 
of guilt tings and tormentsit, and makes 
the finner a terrour to himſelf. *Tis im- 
poſſible either to geg or corrupt Con- 
ſcieace, that it-ſhall never give any check. 
But now how quieting and fſolacing 1s 
Vertue? no man ever yet cqmplainedehat 
terrours 


| Chap: The beauty of Halivee - 159 


EAAS 


tercours, haunted him for living holily. 
O how do the thoughts of a vertgous life 
refreſh men in the midſt of greateſt dan- 

's? Let us go to ſinners on their death- 
bed, and then we ſhall finde this truth 
preached to the full ; an evidence valid 
enough to condema fin as the uneaſieſt 
thing imaginable. 

d thus we have ſeen how many dif- 
ficulties attend fin, both before, and after 
it 5 committed. And now what reafon 
can any man alleadge for the pretended 
ealineſs of fin? I confeis, I know nat 
any thing, except it be ceſioxz, that can 
be pertigently adduced; but how weak 
is this Plea? for although Cuſtom, which 
is a ſecond nature, may contribute very 
euch to (tupifie the Judgment, and 
harden the Conſcience, and fo confe- 
quently make Vice the more eafiez yet 
we can hardly ſuppoſe that ever Humane 
nature will fo far aſſimilate the nature of 
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mere Animals, as to be deprived of Rea- 


ſon and Gonſcience: And ſure, fo long 
as any of theſe remain, Vice muſt needs 


meet with oppoſition. But Secondly, if 


men will compare the eafineſs of Vertue 
and Vice, they muſt put them in equal 


cixcumGances z and then I doubt nor bart 
Vice (hall ſtand condemned, as the great 
troubler 
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troubler of peace and quietneſs. For ig.” 

ſtance, let us ſuppoſe that a man is ac-/ 
cyltomed to a holy life, aad is habituateto' 
live ſoberly, righteoully, and gadfy; in 

this caſe, let any man make but the expe-' 
 riment, and I am ſure he ſhall ingenu-- 
oully acknowledge, that a good lite af. 
fords more tranquillity and peace, than 

Vice dares lay claim to; *.”, 

And yet, 1 know ndt by what bad lack, 
Holineſs has been repreſented as oppbfite 
to mens preſent welfare,” and hurtful to 
their peace and rranquillity. How grobttd: 
leſs this prejudice is, I have already eh- 
deavoured ,to ſhew. 1” ſhall therefore 

pow onely 1n a few words'make it plain, 
that Holineſs is the moſt effe&tual method 
that can be taken, to exale the puhlick 
peace and happineſ of a Nation. '' And 
Secondly, that it infinitely conducerh to 
the happineſs, peace, and tratiquillity of 
particular perſons; and that nothing is fo 
iaconliſtent with, and hurtful to both; as 
fin. af "lj Þ l 
_ How much. Rolineſs tends to the ad- 

vancement of publick peafe in a King- 

_ dom and Nation, appears very plainly 

| from the Wiſe mans obſervation} PFov. 
I4.34. Righteouſneſs exalteth a nation : 
but ſin is the reproach of a1y people. **Atd 
the 
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| the Apoltle St. James gives us a true ac- 
J[| count of the cauſes of publick jars, Jaz. 


| 


F 


; 
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"4. I. From whence come wars and figh- 


tings amongit you? are they not hence, e- 
ven from your luits that war in your mem- 
bers? If mankinde had nor corrupted 
their ways, 2nd degenerated from their 
priſtine purity, how peaceable and hap- 

y had humane ſocieties been? but in 
this lapſed (tate, Ambition, Pride, and 
Injuftice a& their tragical parts, and ſo 
tend to the deſtruction of humane ſocie- 
ties, that if there did not remain ſome 
ſparks and remainders of Religion, tis - 
not poſſible that humane ſociety could 
evite an utter ruine. And he that well 
ponders the ſettled courſe of divine Pro- 
vidence, ſhall eaſily affent, that in all A- 
ges Righteouſneſs and Vertue have becn 
rewarded .with a temporal tranquillity 
and happineſs; and that fruitful lands 
bave been turned into barrenneſs, for the 
wickedneſocof them that dwell therein. 
And indeed 'tis very reaſonable to think 
that the divige Juſtice will reward a righ- 
teous Nation, and puniſh a rebellious 
People. *Tis true , he may defer his 
Jadgements for a while, yet his Juſtice 
will not always give place to mercy and 
forbearagce ; but a Nation that conti- 
M nueth 
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nueth and increaſeth its provocations, 
mult expect to be puniſhed 1n this world 
( which is the onely proper place) as 
righteous Land may expe a preſent re. 


That Holineſs doth alſo conduce to the 
peace and quietnels of particular perſons 
is nothing leſs evident from Scripture; 
Pſal. 119. 165. Great peace have they tha 
love thy Law, and nothing ſhall offend 
them; but the wicked is like the troy 
bled ſea when it cannot reſt, whoſe water 
cat up mire and dirt, Ia. 57.20. I hay 
once and again ſhewed, that there can be 
no inward cranquillity and peace, where 
Holineſs is wanting : the very thought 
of God, which above all things are moſt 
{weet, are notwithſtanding troubleſom 
to wicked men. But becauſe Humane 
nature 1s 1a this degenerate ſtate extream- 
ly ſunk dowa into Senſe, and more apt to 
be wrought upon by temporal advanta 
ges, than what onely concern the So 
and have a proſpect to _ that arc 
future; I have alſo in the former par 
of this Diſcourſe endeavoured to mak: 
plain, how advantageous Holineſs is upor 

the forefaid account; and that length y 
days are in ber right hand, and in he 
left hand riches and honour + That be 


way 
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ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
paths peace ; That Godlinefs is great gain, 
having the promiſes of the life that now 
#, as well as of that which is to come. 
he And indeed, any man, who conſiders the 
nature and reaſon of the thing, canuot 
but be inclined to think it mult be fo : 
For how can that man be expoſed to trou- 
ble and diſquietment, who hath gotten 
the maſtery over his Paſſions? And I dare 
appeal to the ſinners own experience, 
whether vices have not been prejudicial 
Fto his health, macerated his Body, and 
Filled him with tortores and pains 2 whe- 
ther ſome ſins have not brought him ro 
poverty and diſgrace, ruined both his c- 
Eſtate and fame? Can any man produce 
any good effect that ever fig cauſed ? ſure, 
Jif men would ſpeak impartially, they 
ſhould acknowledge all this to be true. 
That there is a great deal of more plea- 
ſure in the ways of Holineſs than ia the 
commiliion of fin, { which 1s the fourth 
thing prapoſed to be conſidered . needs 
not-puzzle any man to prove it. How de- 
lightful 'are all aGs of Piety and Ver- 
Atve? how unexpreſlible is that comfort 
that the devout Soul findes in converhing 
with God? Well might the Pſalmilt ſay, 
Light is ſown for the righteous, and glad- 
M 2 neſs 
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neſs for the upright in heart, Pſal. 97.11, 
he often experienced that ſweetneſs and 
ſatisfa&tion that is the refult of obedience; 
whileas Solomon, who could paſs the beſt 
verdict of ſenſual pleaſures, yet concludes 
them to be but vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit, / 

There be two things that allay the plea. 
ſures of fin: Firſt, the unraolineſs of 1m- 
moderate paſſions, which fret and vex the 
mindes of men, and hinder the inner 
from taſting its pleaſure. Secondly, the 
fear of an inviſible being , armed to pu- 
niſh them for their miſdemeanors : Con- 
ſcience, upon the apprehenſion of guilt, 
recoils upon the ſinner, and mars all the 
pleaſure he promiſed himſelf te enjoy : 
This made Belſbazzer, a King, and envi- 
roned with his Nobles,tremble and quake 
in the wid(t of his cups. But ſuppoſing 

vices did bring as much pleaſure along 
with them as they pretend, yet upon two 
accounts they are not half ſo delicious 
as the pleaſures that ſpring from a good 
life. Firſt, the pleaſures of fin are (0 
jaterrupted, of a ſhort duration, or, as 
the Apoitle expreſleth them, they are but 
for a'ſeajon ; how quickly will a period 
be put to all theſe pleaſures, which now, 
rake ſo much noiſe? They are very fitly 

compared 
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>mpared by Solomon, to the crackling of 
Shorns wnder 2 pot, which are ſcarce ſoo- 
er 1n a blaze, than they vaniſh ; but the 
oys that ſpring from a good converſa- 
tion, are at their loweſt ebb here : they 
do indeed continue, for no man taketh 
'$avey his joy; but Heaven is the deſigned 
"lace for the good Soul to feed upon 
joſe Rivers of pleaſures that are at God's 
ight hand for evermore. Secondly, ſen- 
al-pleaſures do ſoon cloy mens appe- 
Fites :' we cannot enjoy long any ſenſual 
Wclight, but we are quickly weary of it : 
ut it is not ſo with ſpiritual delights 
tis onely the abſence of them, when ſu- 
nded for our fins; that troubles and 
VESnoleſts us. 'Tis impoſlible that ſenſaal 
ke Kleaſures can ſatisfie the ſoul of man , 
pyhich was never framed for a Mahome- 
an Paradiſe ; nor can it be rationally ex- 
xeRted, that he who is conſcious to him- 
elf of guilt, ſhould be free from fear ; 
yhich being ſo tormenting, can never 
loÞrermit men to enjoy pleaſure freely. 
BY Byt let us deſcend to ſenſual pleaſures, 
Wt End we ſhall finde, that he whois tempe- 
0d Bite and moderate, is more likely to re- 
Wiſh the pleaſantneſs of Meat, Drink, and 
tly Paſtime, than the intemperate and immo- 
derate, © He who relieves the Poor, and 
| M 3 refreſh» 
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refreſheth the, Needy, canaot but, 
more real ſweetneſs and (atisfationin do 
ing ſo, than he who drinks away his E. 
ſtate. He who ſpeaks the truth, 'findes 
not. thoſe tormenting checks of Cong; 
ence which are the juſt reward of | lying 
But all this will more plainly, appear,. by 
the Solution of the next Objection. _-, 
The ſecond Imputatiogzls, brqught fron 
Experience; .,namely, that., wicked men 
are for ordinary very jovial and cheerful 
and enjoy 2 great deal, of, ſatisfaCton-u 
their ways whereas men, who pretend 
to Diety and Holineſs, are very lad and 
diſconſolate. | 
To this I anſwer; That the Ouaſiign. is 
- not, whether wicked men.have ſome; plea; 
ſure 10 their fins, or not? } bat, whether: 
that, pleaſure. that ariſeth. from a good 
lite, be not infinitely, preferable to theſe} 
Alas | the moſt, proouſiag. ſenſual 'plea- 
ſure ( ſuppoſing, it tobe lawful ).is muth 
inferiour to the ſatisfation and comfort 
that ſprings from a good Conſcience. How: 
much more inconſiderable muſt fioful plea- 
ſures be, which are attended with ſo black 
and diſmal conſequences? J#dignatior and 
wrath, tribylation and anguiſh pon every 
foul of man that doth enil.', Sinful plea- 
ſures are at the beſt but ſhart ; 3 -and ſure: 
this 
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i this conſideration contributes very much 


lol] to leflen their value : But that: which 


El makes them ſo mean, and not worth the 


enjoying, is the painful Eternity that ſuc- 
ceeds to them. 

However then the wicked may appear 
jovial and merry, yet their inward 
thoughts (1t. we could diſcover them ) 
cannot be at quiet and eaſe: Whatever 
pleaſure they may reap in the preſent ad, 
yet they. cannot afterwards look unto 
themſelves without horrour and amaze- 
ment : The after-ſtings of ia are ſo pain- 
ful, that he buys thoſe preſent pleaſures 
at a rate no reaſonable man would pur- 
chaſe them. 

But that wicked men cannot really EN- 
joy that pleaſure and contentment they 
pretend to, ſeems very plain from Reaſon. 
For fir, How can any man be ſatisfied 


with thoſe actions which are ſo croſs to 


his very nature, and oppoſite to Reaſon, 
as every ſin is? Can a man finde plea- 
ſure in doing that which he knows he 
ought not to do? ſure the reboundings 
of Conſcience, upon the apprehenſion of 
doing amils , will ſoon raſe out any plea- 

ſure that fin affords; and a ſick man may 
more rationally expet reſt, than thoſe 
men pleaſure and contentment, Second- 
M 4 ly, 
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ly, it can afford little pleaſore'xo men, to 
a& quite contrary to their own intereſts; 
it is rather like the laughter of fools and 
mad men, than a real pleaſure, that ſuch 
men can pretend to. Now every inner 
quite ruines his intereſt and happineſs, 
while he 'runneth headlong to deſtru- 
Qion; and for a prefent pleaſure, which 
is onely grateful to the ſenſual appetite, 
loſeth thoſe laſting Rivers of pleaſure, 
which,though future, are yet certain, and 
which are calculated for the Soul. Third- 
ly, What pleaſure can any man enjoy, 
who is ſure to be eternally tormented? 
As there is no peace, ſo no pleaſure to the 
wicked,whoareat oddes with God, whoſe 
favonr is better than life. | 
But what reaſon have good men to be 
ſad and diſconſolate, fince all the cauſes 
of grief are removed from them? Light 
# ſown for the righteoms, and gladneſs for 
the upright in heart ; (o that the Apoltle 
had good reaſon to double that Exhorta- 
tion, Rejoyce in the Lord, again T ſay re- 
joyce. O how ſatisfying and pleaſant is 
it for men to af reaſonably, and to be aſ- 
ſu;ed that they have done their duty, and 
have acted for their own intereſt ! Oxr 
rejoycing is this, (ſaith the Apoſtle ) #he 
teſtimony of our conſciences, that in all 
| | ſmplicity 


J 
2 
r 
4 


. —— I — o 


Chap. 4 The beauty of Holineſs. 169 


ſmplicity and godly. ſimcerity we have bad 


3 Bowr converſation in the world. 


Szre there was never any man who 
was troubled for living holily, there be- 
ing no reaſon why any ſhould : Tis true, 
good men may be of a melancholy diſpo- 
ſition, and naturally inclined to ſadneſs ; 
but this can be no refle&ion on Holineſs, 
as if it were the cauſe of that melan» 
choly temper : nay, the beſt of men have 
their own failings, and no wonder though 
theſe breed ſome trouble and diſquiet ; 
But this is not tobe diſconſolate for be- 
ing good, but for doing evil. And in- 
deed; I may adde,that the great abomina- 
tions and profanity, the contempt of Re- 
ligion, and diſhonour that is done to God 
that abounds, may very rationally make 
good men with the Plalmiſt ſay, Rivers 
of tears run down my eyes, becauſe men 
obſerve not thy Law. 

And thus this imputation caſt upon 
Holineſs, is eaſily wipd off. Grief and 
ſadneſs are not the effe& of a good life ; 
but of an imperfe& obedience : And 
while our. fins call for mourning and fa- 
ſting, it were a piece of madneſs for men 
to be jovial and merry, and entertain 
themſelves with thoſe deceitfal melodies, 
which will end iz: weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth. | And 
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And 'yet the ſorrow of truely good 
men is not ſo obvious to the eye of men, 
as it is to him who is the ſearcher of the 
heart; it is rather the artifice of the for. 
mal Penitent, and hypocritical Profeſſor, 
than the charaCter of the Righteous, to 
dis figure their faces, and appear ſad and 
demure. A good man chuſeth rather, 
with David, tomourn in ſecret, and when 
he appears in publick to waſh his face, 
than with thoſe Hypocrites of whom 
Iſaiah ſpeaks, who bow down their bead 
like « bull-ruſh, who have choſen affli@ion 
rather than innocence. 

The next impatation caſt upon Holi- 
neſs is, that it is but a piece of ſingulari- 
ty, and a vain ambition to walk alone. 
Anſ. I am heartily ſorry that the univer- 
ſal deluge of Impiety ſhould make good 
men ſay as once Elzjah did in atiother 
caſ2, I ame onely left : the few number of 
200d men, compared. with the vaſt mul- 
titude and Armies of tranſgreſſors, makes 
them to be eſteemed (1ngular and preciſe; 
and brings upon them the wrath and fu- 
ry of ungodly {tnaers, becauſe they will 
not ruu with them to the ſame exceſs of 
riot, and wallow 10 the mireas they do. 
But truely this charge is not more ratio- 
nal, than if a company of mad men ſhould 


call 


— ww FJ & _ WA © 


| Chaps Ml The beauty of Holineſs. 


 Eularity ? 


— 


————— 8... —_—— 


— — 


171 


AY 


call one a ſingular: fool,” becauſe he does 


not' comply with them in all their extra- 


vagant” aftings, ' which do really Yarher 
require pity and+compaſſton' than 1mita- 
tion. =. SM 

'\F'doubt not- bat Singulatity tt ſome 


caſes is'a very intolerable temper, and 


unbecoming any man who prett ds wil- 
dom: bur yer, if it be univerſally'con- 
demned, and'in-no caſe admitted as rea- 
ſonable, I'don't ſee but the charge will 
rebound upon the ſinner, who inthis de- 
generate age thinks the worſe of him- 
ſelf; if he exceed not others in wicked- 
neſs; oy alt 

-'Bit fiace Holineſs 1s fo conformable to 
Humane treaſon,” ſo advantageous and be- 
neficial' to every-man; what madneſs is 
it to' condemir it as' fingular? Sure, he 
who intends'to walk as a man who is of 
4a good underitanding, { as good men are 
ſaid ito be) who'intends' tb minde his 
intereſt, and Happineſs, will never be 
frighted from Holinefs, becauſe may be it 
1s 'not in vogue, nor become the'mode of 
the Kingdome. If a whole Kingdom (ex- 
cepting a few) ſhould rebel againſt their 
Prince, would it be any blot upon theſe 
few Loyal Subjeds, that they affeed Sin- 
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Byt this cavil is ſo inſignificant and fil- 
ly, that I need not enlarge. Sure, fince 
Holineſs is the peculiar excellency and- 
noble embelliſhment of. Humane nature z 
fiace it is ſo venerable and lovely, and of 
all perfeftions the moſt excellent 3 he muſt 
be degenerate to the brutal nature, who 
condemns Singularity in Holineſs; for this 
i512 truth a condemaing a man becauſe 
he is zyore excelent than his neighbour, as 
the righteous 1s ſaid to be in Scripture. 

The laſt heavy Charge is, that it is folly 
and madneſs for men to quit with their 
preſent pleaſures, and expoſe themſelves 
to grievous troubles, for a future reward 
which is uncertain, and which no body e- 
ver ſaw. To this I Anſwer, Firſt,it is a great 
miſtake to think that Holineſs expoſeth 
men to relinquiſh temporal and ſenſual 
pleaſures; there being no men in the - 
world ſo qualifjed to experiment the 
ſweetneſs of theſe, none who live in fo 
happy and flouriſhing condition, who 
are more healthfu], and enjoy a greater 
meaſure of peace and quietneſs,than good 
men. The onely inconveniency they are 
expoſed to, is affliction upon the account 
of Religion; which when Chriſtianity 
did commence, was no rare thing, but 
now 1s not ſo ordinary. But ſuppoſing 

+a | | yood 
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good men' were expoſed to greater affli- 


ons than other men, yet there is a great 
deal of fatisfaQion in ſubmitting to them, 
fince they are but light affiiions, and 
momentary too, which work, for ws a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. Theſe ſmall evils are rather to be 
endured, than laſting pains and torments. 
Sure, Of twoevils, the leaſt is tobe cho- 
ſen. 

Secondly, Although the reward of Ho- 
linefs be future, yet'tis not uncertain. We 
have as great aſſurance that there will be 
a S—_ for the Righteous: ia another 
world, as the nature of the thing is capa- 
bleof: and ſure he is an unwiſe man that 
alks any other demonſtration or proof. 
Now that there is a reward laid up for 
good men, which though unſeen, is yet 
as certain as if it were obvious to ſenſe, 
we have the greateſt rational evidence, 
and the beſt moral arguments to confirm 
it. For fri}, ifthere be a God ; Second- 
ly, it the Scgiptures be the Word of God, 
then there is not any thing more certain, 


than that there 1s a ſtate of rewards and 


2435p 58 after this life. Firſ#, rf there 
a God, then we can have no reaſona- 
ble ſcruple about the future reward : for 
fince God is holy and juſt _ eſ- 
ential 
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ſential to Deity ) then certainly he will, 

as the great Governor of the World, 

reward Vertue , and puniſh Vice. | But 

this doth not always fall ozt fo here; 

therefore it is reaſonable to conclude, that 

he hath reſerved the wicked till that great 

day of wrath, and prepared a reward 

for the righteous. Secondly, if the Scri- 

pture be the Word of God, then he who 
runs may read this truth. 

We have then the greateſt moral affu- 
rgace poflible, that there is a future re- 
ward; which may ſufficiently pomnege 3 
men to hazard all they enjoy here, for 
the expectation of it. Burt I ſhall onely 
ſuppoſe that the future reward is poſitble ; 
( which I think few will deny, or can 
prove it to be impoſſible) yet even up- 
on this ſuppoſition, good men who part 
with the tranſitory things of this life , 
prove a great deal wiſer than thoſe who 
condemn them: For if there be no life 
after this, all the loſs a good man ſuffers, 
15 that of temporal convenieney ; he hath 
denied himſelf the enjoyment of ſenſual 
pleaſures, fo far as he judgeth them fin- 
tul; he is not ſo intemperate as other 
men, and perhaps is expoſed to ſome ha- 
zards for his Religion; at the moſt, al 


that he is to hazard is but vety ſmall. 
But 
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a diſmal ſtate are the wicked, who ſhall 
everlaſtingly be deprived of it, -and be 
irrecoverably plunged into a ſtate of la- 
ſting and ſevere torments? | 

But ſince we are affured of a future 
reward, and know certainly, that #he 
righteous ſhall ſhine forth as the ſun in the 
Kingdom of their Father, and that the 
wicked ſhall be cat into utter darkneſs; 
What folly and madneſs is it to be care- 
ful for the Body, and careleſs what be- 
comes of the Soul ; to provide forTime, 
and neglect Eternity 2 Sure 'tis no won- 
der though the Wiſe man does fo fre- 
quently charaCterize the finner a fool, and 
repreſents him as one that /[acketh wnder- 
ſFanding : And indeed, we may rational- 
ly ſay, This their way is their folly 3 their 
fooliſh choice proclaims, that thoſe wor- 
kers of iniquity have no knowledge. 


But if there be a future reward, in what 
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The Concluſion. 


E have now ſeen the Excellenc 

and Beauty of Holineſs, have ai 
covered the abſolute Perfe&ion of its 
Nature,and the Compleatneſs of its Rule; 
have taken a view of its Allurements 
and powerful Motives, and have diſco- 
vered the weakneſs of thoſe Cavils that 
are urged againſt it : and what remains, 
but that we ſet about this work with the 
greateſt ſeriouſneſs imaginable z that we 
give no ſleep to onr eyes, nor ſlumber to our 
eje-lids, till we forſake our (ins, and en- 
ter upon a courſe of Holineſs ? 

If God had impoſed upotus a heavy 
and intolerable yoak; it he had com- 
manded us to perform ſome grievous and 
uneaſie ſervice, had we not been obliged 
to have obeyed? But fiace he onely 
commands us to waſh and be clean, re- 
quires onely our conſent to what is fo 
much our own intereſt, onely exaCts that 
we ſeparate our ſelves from thoſe luſts 
that pollute and defile us, that vex and 

_ torment 


continued in ) will certainly ruine and 
undo us; what fools and mad-men are we 
if we refoſe to hear his voice ?” 

Almighty God has been drawing us 
with the Cords of Love; has preſented 
to us the moſt charming motives to ex- 
cite our love and eſteem ; has carried ns 
( as tit were) to the Piracle of the Tem- 
ple, and diſcovered to us al the glory 
and beauty of this world ; has taken us 
to Piſgah, and given us a view of the good 
Land of Canaan, of the City of the 15- 
ving God, of which glorious things are 
ſpoken; and promiſed, that aU theſe things 
ſhall be ours, if we will but be holy in 
all manner of converſation And to ex- 
cite'our fear, he has opzned toour view, 
the powers of the world Þo come ; has 
plainly told us of the pains and tormeats 
that the damned ſuffer day and night, 
and that i»dignation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguiſh, remains as the due por- 
tion of thoſe that doevil. And now may 
he' not take up that ſame proteſtation 
that-he uſed to his ancient People the 
Jews.z What' zrore can Ido for you 2 But 
alas! we haveirn the moſt infolent man- 
ner deſpiſed all "thtfe charms of Love, 
and; like the mad-miant ini the Goſpel, have 
N broken 
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torments our .mindes, and which (if 
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broken to piects the ſtrongeſt F etters 
and Chains. We are, God knows, as 
deeply ſunk into ſenſuality, and bruitiſh- 
neſs, as thoſe to whom the Grace of God 
that bringeth ſalvation hath . never ap- 
peared. *'Tis not credible, (I may fay 
poſſible ) that men could have been more 
wicked than. they now are, ſuppoſing 
they had. never ' heard of Heaven or 
Hell. 

Tis a wonder (as any one would think) 
that thoſe very men who profeſs they be- 
lieve in Chriſt, ſhould fo groſly and o- 
penly congradict his plain Precepts ;_ that 
thoſe who believe, that without holineſs 
n0 man ſhall ſee the Lord, and that the 
wrath of God is revealed from Heaven 
againſt all ungoalineſs, yet perſiſt in thei 
abominable wickedneſs, and are neither 
awed with fears, nor animated. with 
hopes. What 15 all this, but for men t0 
expole themſelves to the contempt rather 
than pity of diſcerning men 2? 

We have ſurveyed the ſeyeral adyan- 
tages which attend Holigeſs z have dif 
covered how mach mans; temporal as 
well as his eternal welfare and. happineh 
depends npon. it: We. have explained 
how in her right hgnd is length of days, 
end in her left hand arg riches and: bo: 
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nour : that Ber ways are ways of "re 
ſantneſs, and all her paths peace. And 
now may we not pive the ſame reſtimo- 

ny of it which Joſhua 'and Caleb. did of 
Canaana,Numb.14.The land which we paſ* 


ſed through to ſearch,it is anexceeding good 


land 2 The Sons of Anak CI mean the 
pretefided difficultics ) are riot (G (tr ong 
as ſome men repreſent them to be ; we 
need not be diſcouraged to encounter 
with them 3 greater is he that is in yu , 
than he that is in the world. Alas) what 
Objection can men poflibly make againſt 
a Duty that 15 ſo excellent, uktul, and 
neceſlary, that is founded upon ſuth 
mighty motives, as may prevail with any 
who is not quite petrifted'in deſperate 
Impiety 2 Good God'! what ſtupid folly 
isthis, that men hide their hands in their 
boſom, and will not ſo much as ſtretch 
them out to this free of Life, that they 
may eat of this fruit, which is pleaſant 
to the eve, and profitable both to our pre- 
ſeat and future happiueſs. 

'Tizs indeed pity, that men ſhould be 
thus permitted to run headlong ro deliru- 
tion. Alas! is perdition (o lovely arid 
deſirable, that, like K4chel, a doublc fer- 
vitude is thought light for it ? and (hall 
wiſe and difcerniog men be Eye- _— 
N 2 © 
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of the bad bargain thoſe men make, and 
not warn them of their folly? I know 
this is a duty chiefly incumbent to our 
ſpirituel Watchmea to diſcharge ; I donbt 
not but many of them ſtand upon their 
watch, and warn mea of their danger, 
It were to be wiſhed that all and every 
of them were thus faithful; but ſure e- 
very man is in ſome manner concerned 
' to be his brothers keeper; and he 1s high- 
ly criminal, who ſhould ſee a mad man 
running upon danger, and not (top him 
in his courie. 

I wiſh (ome new-coined DoGtrines had 
not an inauſpicious influence upon the 
bad praftices of many, had not too much 
countenancedand authorized vice:but my 
preſent deſigne is ſofar from controverſial, 
that [I ſhall rather think my felt concer- 
ned to inveigh againſt needleſs diſputes, 
than ſtart any. If I may ſpeak from my 
own experience, I ingenuouſly confeſs, 
I fiace Diſputes ſo 1alipid and fruitleſs, 
and in the review ſo uaſatisfaCtory, that 
I am reſolved henceforth to bid an eter- 
nal adicu to them, and to condema them 
as the great underminers of Chriſtian 
Piety: And if any ſhall after this fair 
warning aſſault any Dodrine I have elſe- 
where owned, I hope diſcerning men 

will 
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-will neither eſteem me nor the Cauſe 
the worſe, that 1 draw not my Sword In 
its defence. 

And now what ſhall T ſay more, bat 
conclude with Mo/es's paſſionate Exhor- 
tation, Dext. 32. 46. Set your hearts to 
the words which I teſtific to you this-day: 
for it is not a vain thing, becauſe it is 
your life. Let us no longer delay and 
os oft this duty ;, while it is called to 
dey, let us not harden our hearts through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin but aries 
ſearch and try our ways, and turn to the 
Lord : this 1s the proper ſeaſon for 1o 
neceflary a work; ere Jong, there will be 
no time left us to conſider our ways: 
0 that ia this our day we did underſtand 
the things that belong to our peace, before 
they be hid from our eyes ! It men would 

| but be 1nduced to imitate the Pſalmiſts 

| Example, P/el. 119. 59. I thought on my 
| ways, 1 doubr not but they ſhould allo 
imitate the courſe he did take, I made 
haſte and d-!2yed not to keep thy con 
mandments: But men conhider not 
what they are doing, and fo no won- 
der though they periſh, 109 wonder that 
they prefer darknets to light, and de- 

{piſe Holineſs as a tammy of no value. 

Let us therefore hut ably and hc artily 
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anvoke the Farther of Lights to open the 

;yes of men, whum the God of this 
wo.1d hath blinded, that they may flee 
ſrgm the wrath to come, by cleanſing them. 


ſelpes from all filthineſs of the fleſh and 


ſpirit, perfeding bolineſs in the fear of 
God. | 
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HOLY DEVOTIONS: 
OR, A 


Collection of Prayers. 


A Prayer for Families on the Lords day 
in the Morning. | 


Moſt holy and eternally blef- 
ſed, The heavens and the hea- 
ven of heavens is thine, the 
earth alſo, with all thatthere- 
77 js, Thou art everywhere, 
and canſtnot be excluded from any place 3 
but art preſent to the greateſt ſecrets of 
our Souls, and ſeeſt the cloſeſt and moſt 
retired thoughts of our Hearts, Thou 
knoweſt very well with what deſigns 
and Aﬀecions we now bow our ſelves 
before thee, and canſt not be deceived 
by any words that we are able to ſpeak 


1a thy praiſe, whilſt our Hearts are far 


trom thy fear and love. 

Behold, O Lord, our Hearts are full 
with defires to be poſlefled with a migh- 
ty reverend - ſenſe of thee, and all the 
benefits thou haſt beſtowed on us; and 
be lifted up to Heaven in Love to thee, 
and 


WY EY 


156 Holy Dewotions : or, 


and Joy 4n thee , whilſt we bleſs and 
praile thee, and {peak good of thy Name, 
We here remember with all humility 
and thankfulneſs that thou art our Cre. 
ator, and acknowledge thy care and 
providence -over thy antient People, 
1n bleſſing and SanGifying a day, where. 
in thou thy ſelf reſted{t from thy works, 
that they might ceaſe from all other 
employments , and admire thy wonder- 
ful works, extol thy Power, bleſs thy 
Goodneſs, and. be aſtoniſhed at thy 
Wiſdom, in making, preſerving, adorn- 
. - Ing and governing this excellent frame 
of the World. The Heavens declare thy 
glory, O God, and the Firmament ſheweth 
thy handy-work, The Sun, the Moon, 
and all the Hoſt of Heaven, proclaim the 
' greatneſs and ſplendour of thy Majelty : 
The whole Earth is full of thy rich good- 
neſs, ſo is the great and wide Sea, where- 
in are things moving innumerable, both 
ſmall and great living Creatures, There 
1s nothing but what ſpeaks of thee; 
and above all, the Children of men, 
whom thou haſt wonderfully made, 
curioully wrought, and impreſſed with 
thy own Image; that they might under- 
ſtand thee, and love thee, 1n all, and 

above all things. 
The 
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The variety, the order, the ſtedfaſt- 
neſs of all thy works 1a this great World, 
abundantly utter thy adorable perfeQi- 
ons. But thou, O Lord, by thy good- 
neſs in giving thy Son for us, and then 
raiting him up from the Dead, and ſet- 
ting him at thy right hand, haſt given 
us new matter of wonder and praiſe z 
and conſecrated a better reſt,and holy day 
of rejoycing: wherein we ſhould be- 
hold the glories of another World, and 
have before our Eyes the happineſs thou 
iatendeſt for us there, together with 
all the excellent means which lead unto 
it. Thou giveſt us, occaſion not onely 
to refle&t upon all the good things thou 
haſt provided for our bodies; ( which 
we can never acknowledge enough, the 
very Health and Eaſe of one day deſer- 
ving the thankfulneſs of many ) but we 
mult .alſo remember, that we are thy 
redeemed ones, and that thuu haſt done 
great things for our Souls in thy Son - 
Jeſas, who 1s entred into the Reavens 
tor us, and gone to prepare a reſting 
piace for all thoſe that follow him. This 
exceeding riches of thy grace influitely 
furpaſles all our acknowleagments ; fiace 
all the praiſes we are able to render 
thee, are Jeſs than is Cue for thy rempo- 
ral ble{1ings. To 
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To this Luve we owe the knowledge 
of thee, the true and onely God; our 
freedom from Idolatry, and a vain Con- 
verſationz the true principles of Holy 
living 3 the benefit of repentance; the 
promiſe of a pardon; the affliltance of 
thy Holy Spirit; the miniſtry of thy 
Angels ; the hope of immortal Life ; 
and the pledges our Lord hath left us of 
his endleſs love. To this we owe thy 
torbearance 1n the days of our ignorance, 
thy unwearied patience towards us in 
a continued Rebellion, and thy earneſt 
iatreaties of us, when we were paſſtonate- 
ly beat upon our own deſtruction. Thou 
haſt ſeat us, in much love, many Holy In- 
{tructors and Guides to blefledneſs ; we 
have had the benefit of ſundry Pious Ser- 
mons, -good Examples, holy Admoniti- 
ons, and (ſerious Councels, of -the Power 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and divers reſtraints of 
Fear, and Shame, and Love ; and thou 
ſtill purſueſt us with thy merciful kind- 
neſs, and beſeecheſt us:to attend to thy 
gracious invitations, and receive thy blel- 
{t22s, and make thee our choice, and be 
Eternally happy in thy divine favor and 
likeneſs. What ſhall we render to the 
Lord for all his benefits towards us ? 

O help us to manifelt our real and un- 

ic1gned 
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feigned deſires to make ſome worthy re- 
turns to thee, by our careful -improve- 
ment of the Holy opportunity which thou 
this day putreſt into our hands. 

O that our mindes may be more en- 
lightened to underſtand the Truth as it 
is in Jeſus ; that our wills may be more 
{tedfaltly reſolved to cleave untoit; that 
our Aftections may be excited to a ftron- 
ger and more ardent Love to thee, and a 
greater delight in thee; and all the pow- 
ers of our Souls diſpoſed to ſerve thee at 
all other times, more cheertully and rea- 
dity, 1a all the Duties of Piety, Sober- 
nes, Righteouſneſs, and Mercy. So that 
every day may become an 1 Boly reſt to 
the Lord, by ceaſing to do Evil, and con- 
ſtaatly doiog well: that we may __y 
fie thee throughout our whole life , 
all our actions ſhewing forth thy - 
who haſt called us out of Darkneſs into 
thy marvellous Light. Andenlighten,good 
Lord, the whole World with the beams 
of thy Glorious Goſpel, and diſpoſe the 
Hearts of all Chriſtiana People, amon 
whom the Son of righteouſneſs hath ſhone 
ſa long, to walk as Children of the Light: 
that ſo they may offer unto thee this day 
moſt acceptable Sacrifices for themſelves 
and for all mankind; and-be fitted and 
Pre- 
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prepared by ſerving thee in Righteouf- 
neſs and true Holineſs here, to thine for 
ever 1n his Heavenly Kingdom, with 
Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour, by whom thou 
Laſt given us good hope 1n thee, that 
thou will hear our Prayers, and do for 
us above all that we can aſk or think; 
which we humbly beg, 1n thoſe Roly 
words which he hath taught us, ſaying, 

X ' Our Father, &c, 


HB 


Another for the Lords-day at Night. 


Moſt bleſſed for evermore , the 
Father of mercies, and the God of 

all comfort. How precious are thy pro- 
miſes to w-wards, how great is the ſum of 
ther: | Thou renewelt thy favours conti- 
nually, and art (ti]] pouring upon us 1n- 
numerable benefits ; of which, this 1s not 
the leaſt, that thou giveſt us leave to 
come into thy Preſence, to call thee Fa- 
ther, and to make known our requeſts 
to thee, by prayer and ſupplication with 
thanksgiving. We accept, O Lord, with 
all thankfulneſs this thy great Grace and 
Loving kindneſs to us ; and are here a- 
ga1n proſtrate before thee this Evening, 
to acknowledge thy goodneſs in making 
| us 
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us ſuch excellent Creatures , capable to 
know thee, and acknowledge thee, and: 
love thee; and by being made like thee, 
to be Eternally happy with thee. 

Bleſſed be thy Name, that we are now 
alive, and that we have lived fo long 
in health, and (trength, and peace, and 
plenty of all good things; whereas our 
| Eyes might have been conſumed with 
grief, our Bones ſore vexed, and, we 
might have mingled our Drink with con- 
tinual weeping. We are bound unto thee 
for the free uſe of our underſtandings, 
for the good inclinations, we find 1n.our 
will, for any devout affe&tions which are 
ticriog | 1a our Hearts ; for all the advan- 
tages we have had by our educations, 
good company, and holy Examples : and 
more eſpecially, for the Illuminations of 
the Holy Ghoſt, by thy bleſſed Goſpel; 

the breathiags of it frequently into our 
Spirits; the importunities thou haſt uſed 
to draw us to. thee, and the great and 
precious promiſes whereby thy love in 
Chriſt Jeſus conſtrains us to reſign our 
ſelves entirely to the Obedience of thy 
Precepts. 

We ought likwiſe to admife and praife 
thee, for thy Goodneſs to all thy Crea- 
tures, who live daily upaa thy bounti- 

ous 
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ous allowance. The eyes of all wait on 
thee, and thon giveſt them their Food in 
due ſeaſon ;, thou diffuſeſt thy blefirngs 
in ſeveral Streams to every one of them, 
according tn their needs. That thorn giveſi 
them, they gather : thou openeſt thy hand, 
they are filed with good. We gue thee 
the Glory of thy plentitul proviſion thou 
haſt made for them : and more particular. 
ly admire thy great liberality to the Chil: 
dren of men, under whoſe Feet thou 
haſt put in ſubje&ion a Sheep and Oxen, 
zee, and the Beaſts of the field, the Fowl 
of the Air, -and the Fiſh of the Sea, and 
whatſoever paſſeth through the Paths of 
the Waters. O Lord, we praiſe thee for 
thy Goodneſs to thoſe who praiſe thee 
not themſelves. Be thou adored and ac- 
knowledged in thy bounty, which be- 
ſtows ſo many bleſizags unaſked and un- 
ſought , and continues them notwith- 
{tznding 2bundance of provacations, and 
moſt high Offeaces that theh have given 
to'thy merciful kindneſs. And let thy 
Goodneſs to thy Church be never for- 
gotten by us, which thou haſt 1n all Ages 
Protected and defended, in a marvelous 
manner propagtting the Goſpel of our 
Saviour, confounding its oppofers, and 
ſpreading 1t*by the power of the Holy 
Gholt 
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Ghoſt over the face of the Earth. We 
thank thee for thy ſingolar favor to theſe 
Countries wherein we live, to whom 
theſe glad tydings of Salvation have reach- 
ed , and who have long enjoyed a more 
glorious light than many other places, 
and been delivered from the Darkneſs of 
Popiſti ſuperſtition, and from ſundry at- 
tempts that have been made to bereave 
us of this Happineſs : and are again ſetled 
after many Confuſions in a peaceable en- 
joyment of thy true Religion z which 
thou haſt alſo continued to us, though we 
have not brought forth Fruit worthy of 
the Goſpel of thy Grace. 

O that all thy undeſerved Goodneſs 
may have this effe&t upon us, to make 
us heartily love thee, and devoutly wor- 
ſhip thee, and zealouſly obey thee, and 
ſtedfaſtly truſt and hope 1n thee for ever. 
That by a careful iniprovement of #he 
knowledge of thee our God, and our Lord 
Teſws Chriſt, by whom thou haſt given us 
all things that pertain unto life and gooa- 
neſs, we may ſtil] enjoy this incttima- 
ble treaſure, and all thy love to us may 
at laſt be finiſhed, in thoſe eternal Joys, 
which he hath promiſed to the Fairtitul. 
And as we have been taught, exhorted 
and encouraged this day oat of thy ho- 

O ly 
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\y word , and have likewiſe publickly 
acknowledged our obligations to thee, 
and made profeſſion of Love and Gra- 
titude, and Durifulneſs to thy Divine 
Majeſty: So help us all the Week fol- 
lowing openly to teſtifie the Truth and 
Honelty of our Hearts, in all 'this, by a 
blamelc(ſs converſation; 1n all Humility, 
M=zekneſs, Temperance Righteouſneſs, 
Charity and Peace, with all them that 
call on the Lord out of a pure Heart. 

Bleſs our Soveraign, the defender of 
the Faith we profeſs, and all imploy'd 
under him, in their ſeveral Offices : that 
they may be Inſtruments of continuing 
to us theſe Holy opportunities, with all 
other good things that may make theſe 
Kingdoms happy. 

O that all our friends may be thine; 
and if we have any Enemies, Father, 
forgive them : comfort and ſupport the 
Sick, the Needy, and all other diſtreſſed 
perſons, with an immoveable belief of 
thy wile and good Providence; to which 
give them Grace patiently and obedient- 
Iy to reſign themſelves. And when all 
our fentes this Night ſhall be bound up 
with {Jeep,be thou, O Lord, our keeper : 
and after the refreſhment of that repoſe, 
and this Holy reſt from our Labours, 

raile 
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raiſe us in the Mornitg to return unto 
them with cheerfal minds, atid ready 

wills; Praiſing ſtill and”? Magnifying oy 
multiplied Mercies to us in Crit Jeſus, 
by whom we preſent our ſelves and peti- 

tions to thee, ſaying farther as'he hath 
taught us. Onr Father, &Cc, 


% 
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A Prayer for a Family on any Morning. 


Moſt holy , moſt glorious, 2nd e- 

ternal Lord God;-we thy poor 
and unworthy Servants, in all humility of 
Soul and Body, and unfeigned acknows- 
ledgements of our duty , proſtrate our 
ſelves before the throne of thy Mercy, 
praiſing & magnifying thy Fatherly good- 
neſs for the abundance of thy bleffiogs, and 
for the multitude of thy Mercies heap- 
ed upon us; beſeeching thee for Chritt 
his ſake, to be merciful tro all our fins 
committed againſt thy Diviac Majzſtte ; 
upon the conſideration of which, we 
confeſs we are not worthy to appear in 
thy preſence, much leſs to a{k. a blethng 
at thy hands : for, by reaſon of our coi- 
rapt Nature in us, derived from our 
firſt Parents, our inclinations have been 
prone to commit all manner cf fin and 
O 2 wick- 


196 Holy Devotions: cor, .. 
wickedne(s againſt thy Goodneſs. Thy 
Laws and Precepts we have broken, both 
;1n thought, word, and deed ; out. of our 
hearts proceed: evil and wicked -imagi- 
nations which defile the ſoul and body. 
Yet, O Lord, thou art our Creator, thou 
haſt ſent thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt to die 
for us, and thy Holy Spirit to ſanQifie 
uz; and many are the benefits and bleſ- 
lings which thou: haſt beſtowed upon 
us, and which by thy goodneſs we en- 
joy both of ſoul and body : and there- 
fore by the Teſtimony of our own Gon- 
ſciences, we ſtand convicted ; and the 
thoughts of our great fins and tranſgreſ- 
ftions.do much aſtoniſh us. What ſhall 
we fay therefore, or wherein ſhall we 
open our mouths ! who ſhall deliver us 
from the miſery due nnto us for our 
tranſgreſſion ! nothing can be expected 
in this life, but miſery and confuſion 3 and 
in the world to come, eternal condemna- 
tion. But.yet, O Lord, in obedience to 
thy command, and in confideat afſu- 
raace of thy endleſs and unſpeakable 
mercy, promiled in Jeſus Chriſt to all 
{;oners which come unto thee with ſor- 
row 1n our hearts, ſhame in our faces, 
and in all humility of ſpirit. And we 
would appeal from thee, a juſt Judge, 
to 
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to this a' merciful ''Father; from the 
Throne of thy Juſtice, to the Seat of thy 
Mercy; beſeeching thee, O Lord, to have 
mercy upon us, and to turn away thy 
face from all our fins, and to blot out al 
our tranſgreſſions, for the onely merito- 
rious Death and Paſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſo abandantly (hed his Blood on the 
Croſs, totike away the fin of the world : 
and be pleaſed now to 'reform our affe- 
ions, transform ws out of fin, into the 
glorious liberty of thy own Children, to 
livein newneſs of Life, in a holy conver- 
ſation, and continual obedience to thy 
divine Ma jeſty. 

And now we further intreat thee, O 
Lord, for a bleſſing upon the Church u- 
viverſal: more eſpecially we beſeech thee, 
to continue the peace and proſperity of 
theſe Churches wherein we live, and eve- 
ry member thereof; and in a more eſpe- 
cial manner, bleſs, with the chiefelt of thy 
bleffings, our King, Queen, Duke, and 
the reſt of the Royal Family ; bleſs our 
Counſcllours, Miniſters, and Magiſtrates; 
bleſs our Friends : s Kindred and Ac- 

uaintance; bleſs the whale Church,& e- 
very afflited member of it : accept of our 
morning-facrifice of praiſe and thanksgi- 
viog, for all themercis and favours, com- 

O 3 forts 
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forts and deliverances, which. from time 
to time thow haſt afforded and,continy- 

ed to us. We thank thee for thy laſt mercy, 
in preſerving usfrom the dangers af this 
night paſt; for refreſhing our bodies with 
ſcafonable relt, and bringing us. Gfe tothe 
beginning of this day. 'Lord, .what is 
man, that thou art ſo mindful of him, and 
the Son of man, that thou, ſhouldſtthus 
viſit and remember him ?; Give ys grace, - 
O Lord, to: rewember. thee; .apd to he 
mindful of thy mercjes,. that: | w&-:ma 

praiſe thee for al] the:truth ,agd a 
nels which thou ſhewelt to us in the 
land of the living that as. thou haſt 
brought us to the comforts of this day, 
ſo thou mayſt go-along with ys: in the 
ſame, toenable us for the Duties ofthoſe 
callings wherein we are placed, and ta 
deliver us from thoſe dangers ta which 
we areexpoled, even for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake 3 1a , whoſe molt bleſſed name and 
vords, we conclude theſe our weak and 
imperfect prayers, ſaying as he himſelf 
hath taught us 1a his holy Goſpel, 
Our Father, &c. 
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A Prayer for a Family at Night. 


Oſt glorious, and everlaſting Lord 

God, which inhabiteſt eternitie, 
and dwelleſt in that light which no 
mortal Eye can attain unto ; the God in 
whom we live, and move, and have our 
being; we thine unworthy Servants do 
here in all Jowlineſs and humility pre- 
ſent our Perſons and Prayers before thy 
Divine Majeſty ; confeſling and acknow- 
ledging, that we were conceived in fin, 
and brought forth 1n iniquitie; and as if 
that had been but a ſmall matter, we have 
heaped up our Actual tranſgreſſions, as 
the ſand upon the Sea-ſhore, and as the 
Stars in the Firmament for number : 
we have broken thy Commandments, we 
have prophaned thy Sabbaths, we have 
diſhonour'd thy Name, we have abuſe? 
_ thy Creatures, we have neglected the 
day of our Viſitation, and turned thy 
Grace into wantonneſs, whereby we have 
moſt juſtly provoked thy wrath and 
everlaſting diſplealure z we have woun- 
ded our own conſ{ciences, weakned oor 
aſlurance of Salvation, and grieved thy 
good Spirit, which ſealeth us up unto 
O 4 the 
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the day of our Redemption. And now, 
O Lord, if thou ſhouldſt deal with us 
after .our deſervings, thou migheſt pour 
upon us the deluge of thy\wrath and 
fury, to {weep us out of the Land of the 
living, 1nto that place of torment pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels. 
But thou haſt/'revealed thy elf to the 
Sons of men, to be the Lord, the Lord 
merciful and gracious, long-ſuffering, 
and of great goodneſs, who pardons 
ſins, and paſleſt by the tranſgreſſions of 
thy People; this is thy Name for ever, 
and thy Memorial throughout all Gene- 
rations. We beſcech therefore, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake, to be merciful unto us, 
in the free pardon and forgiveneſs of all 
our fins, that we have ever committed 
againſt thee : Accept of his obedience, 
for our difobedience; of his righteouſ- 
neſs, for our unrighteouſneſs z of his 
{ufterings, for all our fins: waſh them a- 
way in his blood, nail them to his Croſs, 
hide them 1n his Wounds, and bury them 
in his Grave, that they may never riſe 
up for our confuſion here, or for our 
condemnation hereafter, O Lord, be 
_untous a Father of mercy, and a God of 


conloJationz fpeak peace unto our Souls . 


and conlcieaces, and ſay unto us, that 
thou 
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thou art the God of our Salvation, And 

ive ns Grace, for the time to come, to 
dye daily unto fin, by vertue of thy 
Sons death, and to riſe up to newneſs of 
life, by the power of his reſurreQion. 
Wean our Hearts,and takeoff our AﬀedGi- 
ons from the things of this world, which 
endore but for a ſeaſon; and raiſe them 
up unto thofe things which are at th 
right hand for evermore. Enlighten the 
darkneſs of our underſtanding, ſubdue 
the ſtubbornneſs of our wills, rectify the 
diſorder of our affeCtions, and bring in- 
to obedience whatſoever exalteth it (elf 
againſt thy will ; that at laſt we may be- 
come ſuch as thou would'ſt have us ta 
be. 

Continue and enlarge thy bleſſings 
upon the Church and Land wherein we 
live, upon the Perſon and Government 
of our King : bleſs all the Royal family, 
together with his Majeſties Councels; 
the Nobilitie, Magiſtracy, Clergy, and 
Gentry of the Land : Be merciful to all 
thoſe who are afflifted with any croſs 
or .calamitie, all our relations and a- 
quaintance, andall others whom we are 
bound to pray for. 

O Lord accept our thankſgivings this 
Evening, for all the mercies and favors 


which 


\ 


—_— — 


ets ae 


Holy Dewotions : or, 


which thou haſt afforded for our Souls 
or Bodies, for this Life, or a better; 
more eſpecially , that thou haſt preſer- 
ved us and our Family this day, in 
health and happineſs. Now, holy Father, 
ſeeing the Night is upon us, and we are 
ready to take our reſt, in thy hands we 


commit our Souls, and Bodies, and all 


that we have ; beſeeching thee, who art 
the keeper of Iſrae!, that neither (leepeſt 
nor {lumbereſt, to take care of us; - for 
if thou proteft us not, Satan will de- 


vour us 5 yea, we ſhall (Jeep a perpetual Þi 


{leep, and never ariſe up to praiſe thee ; 
we pray thee therefore to be good to us 
this night, defend us from danger, re- 
freſh us with comfortable reſt, and raiſe 


us up to glorifie thee in the duties of þþ 


the Cay following ; that thou mayſt 
{ti}] be our God, and we may be thy Peo- 
ple. Hear us and gratiouſly anſwer us in 
theſs our requeſts, and what elſe thou 


6d 


knoweſt needful 2nd expedient for us, þ 


b 


and that for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, in whoſe } 


molt b!:{{ed Name and words, we con- 
clude rheſe our imperfeC& prayers, ſaying 
2s he himſelf hath taught us, 

Our Father, &Cc, 


A 
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A Morsing- prayer for a private perſon. 
Lord my God, merciful and lo- 

4 ving to all thy ſervants, pitiful and 

tient to me thy child, gracious and 

wvourable to all thoſe that meekly come 

nto thee; I dare not with the proud 

hariſee juſtifie my ſelf, or ſay, I have ' 

ot fianed : I dare not preſs into thy 

reſence with hope or confidence through 

ine own merits to be ſaved ; bot, with 

ie poor Publican, laying my Soul upon 

be work of Repentance, and with an 

afeigned ſorrow caſting my ſelf down 


t the faotitool of thy Majeſty, I cry, and 
iy, O Lord, be merciful to me a ſin- 


er. 

Oimy God, the hora of my Salvation, 
id my refuge, my ſtony Rock, and my 
lefence, in whom onely I truſt, and to 
mhom alone I flee for ſuccour ; miſerable 
yretch that I am, how have I provoked 
hee! I have done evil 1n thy fight, I 4 
ave ſtirred up thine anger, I have de- 
ved thy diſpleaſure. T have finned, I 
ave offended, yet thou beareſt with me. 

Ine deep calleth to another, the depth of 
viſcry tothe depth of mercy. 


OY al. 
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I feel,O Lord, (but it 1s thy Spirit thay 
giveth me this feeling) that mine Under 
ſtanding is darkned, Conſcience ſeared, ſſ | 
Memory decayed, Will bewitched, Hearty 
hardned, Afﬀecions diſordered, Conver 
ſation corrupted 3 my thoughts, deſires,& 
beſt ations are abominable 1n thy fight] t 
a 
t 


” a 


mm 


Mine eyes cannot fee thee” 1n thy Crea 
tures, mine ears cannot hear thee 1n thy 
Word, my mouth cannot praiſe thee inf 
thy Works, my hands and feet cannot 
ſerve thee in my Calling : deſtruQion 
and calamity are ia all my ways, and thefſ 
way of peace I have not known. Uantoff | 
whom now ſhall I come for comfort; un-f| \ 
to whom now ſhall I ſue. for ſuccour, but] « 
to thee, O Lord, whom I will look upf| t 
to, as unto the Brazer Serpent! If I re-f 
pent, thou ſpareſt ; if I return, thou em ; 
braceſt : yet beſide all this, though I de- 
fer, thou waiteſt. Thou teacheſt the ig- | 
norant, thou comforteſt the penfive, thouf | 
lifteſt up from deſtruQion after a fall] | 
thou giveſt to him that aſketh, thou re-| 
claime(t him which wandereth, thou in-J. 
viteſt him that refiſteth, thou lookeſt for 
him that fleepeth, and him thou embra- 
celt which returneth. 
Now, O Lord, what to anſwer for 
my diſobedience I am ignorant; for what 
am 
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Jam I not ſubjeCt to, by reaſon of my fins! 
[ cannot hide my ſelf from thy prefence : 
[could not abide it, if thou ſhouldſt en- 
ter into Judgment. | 

O Father of mercies, and God of all 
comfort, pierce my fleſh with thy fear, ſo 
that by fearing I may eſcape ſuch things 
as thou doſt threaten ; and reſtore to me 
the Joy of thy Salvation, that by loving 
| may taſte the felicity which thou haſt 

romiſed. Put thou into my remem- 
rn O Lord, the things I ſhould con» 
ceive of thee ; teach me by what words 
I may call upon thee, inſtru&t me with 
what good works I may pleaſe thee. 
Cover thou mine head in the day of bat- 
tle*: Let me not be of that number which 
for a time believe, but, when temptation 
cometh; go back. 

Grant me, I beſeech thee, the gifts of 
regeneration, to become thy child of 
Faith, to believe thy promiſe ; of obedi- 
ence, todo thy will ; of prayer, to ſeek 
thy preſence ; of comfort, to endure thy 
trials 3 and of ſtrength, to continue thy 
ſervant to my life's end. 

Open my blind eyes, to ſee the (ins I 
am molt given to: give me grace to ligh 
and groan under the burthen of them : 
and give me ſpiritual underſtanding to 

| diſcern 


\. 
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diſcern and judge betwixt good and e: 
vil 


many ways, in my creation, redemption, 
vocation, ſanfification, in preſerving me 
all the days of my life hitherunto, and in 
opening thy hand continually, and filling 
my mouth with good things. Thqu halt 
preſerved me from all dangers of this 
night paſt, and brought me ſafe to the be. 
ginning of this day : whereas thou 
mightelt have made my bed my grave; 
thou mighteſt have turned my ſleep into 
death unto me, but thou lendeſt me a 
longer and a larger time to repent. Lord, 
increaſe my zeal, further my repentance, 
make me fincerely to imbrace thy mer- 
cies. Twill take the Cnp of Salvation, 
and call upon thy Name. Receive, O 
Lord, this early ſacrifice both of my ſoul 
and body. I offer them up into thy 
hands to be diſpoſed at thy pleaſure, and 
with them unfeigned ſighs for offen- 
ding thee. Go on with thy favours to- 
wards me thy humble ſervant z go along 
by me and with me all this day, and all 
the days of my life, that I may not ſtep 
into the path of fin, but that ety Law 

may be my delight all the day long. 
Thou, O Lord Chriſt, art rifen from 
the 


Thou haſt been good unto me, O Lord, | 
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the dead. Let the power of thy reſur- 
retion make me riſe unto newneſs of 
ife : And that which is impoſſible to 
fleſh and bloud, make it poſſible by the 
yirtue of thy blood. And fo in thy Name 
[ ſhut up my imperfect prayers, both for 
my ſelf and others, in that manner and - 
form of prayer which thou haſt taught 
mez 
" Our Father, &c. 


An Evening-prayer for a private perſon. 


Lord my God, who aboundeſt in 

all good things, and art a liberal 
beſtower of the dainties of heavenly fſafe- 
ty 3 I praiſe and glorifie thee for thy love 
and bounty towards me this day paſt, 
Jhaving beſtowed upon me all things ne- 
ceſTary for the day, with- holding nothing 
from me that might be beneficial to me. 
The night now (tealeth upon me like a 
thief, and I am nearer to old age than [ 
was in the moraing, though not nearer to 
goodneſs. I know not whether thou 
wilt this aight make my bed in the dark, 
and the hour of my viſitation be this 
preſent evening. Awake me then out 
of that ſlumber of ſin, remove from me 
that 
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that ſloth that hath all this while hin- 
dred thy Grace : Forgive me my fins, 


. which are more infinite than the ſtars, 


and more heavy than if mountains lay up- 
on my boſome : but thy mercy and: the 
merits of my Redeemer do [I truſt in 5 in 
his Name do I ſue for a pardon. 

Let my mind, OLord, flie from the 
parching heat of worldly cares , under 
the ſhadow of thy wings 3 that being *hid 
11 temperate coldneſs, it may joyfully 
ſing and (ay, I will lay me down, and alſ6 
ſleep in peace, Let my memory tleep, O 
Lord my God; let it ſleep from all evil, 
Suffer not unclean thoughts this night to 
pollute my body and ſoul; but keep my 
cogitations chaſt. Let not the Sun go 
down upon my wrath ; but if any man 
this day have done me wrong, grant that 
I may freely and heartily forgive him, as 
E delire at thy hands to be forgiven, Keep 
me from the adverſary, who {leepeth not, 


_ but ſeeketh how he may devour me. A- 


noint me, O Lord, wittr the Oyl of thy 
Spirit, that of thy fulneſs I may be filled 
with Grace, even that Grace, which may 
further my Salvation. Keep me, O Lord, 
1m my old age, forſake me not when I am 
gray-headed. And whenſoever it ſhall 
pleaſe thee to caſt me upon my fick bed, 
grant 
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orant that I may take my ſicknels patient- 
ly; and at the Jaſt gaſp let nqt,cicher 
fia or Sata take ſuch hold upon me, that 
I depart this life with cryings, and 
ſcreechings, and words of deſpair; but 
that, believing thy word, and yielding 
to thine ordinance, my laſt hour may bg 
my belt hour, and | may ſay with the 
Plmiſt, Lord into thy hands I commend 
my Spirit ; for thou haſt redeemed me, 0 
Lord God of Truth. 

Pardon, O Lord, my millpending the 
time, my unprofitableneſs, my unthank- 
fulneſs for thy goodneſs. Supply what 
is wanting in me; through the fire. of 
compunCction make me at all hours to 
ſeem aliving ſacrificeia thy light. Con- 
tiaue towards me thy love, and make 
me to love thee again,. .. Without thee, 
alas! 1 die; but wheal think on thee, 1 
revive again. To thee theretore be a- 
{cribed all honour and glory world with - 
out end, 

Our Father, &Xc, 
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i A Prayer before be receiving of the $4- 
 crament. | 


A Moſt gracious and merciful Lord 
| God, thou haſt called all thoſe 
that are weary and heavy laden: with 
their fins to come unto thee, and haſt 
promiſed to eaſe and refreſh themz thou 
haſt invited all thoſe that hunger and 
thirit afcer thy Kingdom and the righte- 
ouſneſs rhereof,to come to thy Table, ro 
taſt of thy ſupper, and haſt promiſed that 
thou wilt 1atisfy them: in aſffurance 
therefore of theſe promiſcs I come to thee, 
bleſſed Lord Jeſus, beſeeching thee to 
eaſe me, torefre{h me, to ſatisfy me with 
thy mercy; for my Soul hungers and 
thirſts after thee and thy Salvation, [ 
confeſs and acknowledge that my daily 
{ins have made me unworthy of my dai- 
ly Bread, much more of this Manna, this 
Bread of Life that came down from Hea- 
ven. I confeſs, O Lord, I am not prepared 
according to the preparation of thy ſan- 
Euary ; yet for as much as this day I have 
ſet my Heart to 1tck to thee, thou, O 
God, be merciful uato me: and though 
| cannot bring with me a clcaa Heart , 
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(for who can ſay his Heart is clean ? ) yet 
behoJd, O Lord, | bring with me a g0a- 
etrife Heart and a broken Spirit ; deſpiſe 
not, O God, this Sacrifice. As for: the 
fins that I have committed againſt thee, 
binde them up in one bundle, and caſt 
them into the bottomleſs Sea of thy 
mercy 3 bury them in thy Woynds, and 
waſh them away in the blood of that 
Immaculate jab Chriſt Jefus: and for 
the time to,come ſprinkle my conſcience 
with the ſame bloud, that being clean- 
ſed from dead works, I may ſerve thee 
the Living God in righteouſneſs and true 
holineſs all the days of my life. That ſo 
this 'bleſſed Sacriment may be'a means 


to quiet my conſcience, to increaſe my - 


Faith, to inflame my Charity, to amend 
my life, to ſave my Soul, and ro allure 
me that am of the,number of thoſe 
bleſied ones who ſhall eat at thy Table, 
and be called to the Marriage-ſupper of 
the'Lanib. Grant this, O Lord, for Je- 
(as Chrilt his ſake, ia whoſe Name and 
words I conclude theſe my imperfteQ 
prayers, ſaying as he himſc]t hath taught 
me. 

Our Father, &c. 
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Lo 6 abr of Wis rao vet tx JC 
- A-Prayzr.after the receiving, of the Sacra- 
; ert." 


\, Moſt gracious God, from whoſe 
bountie , every pood ; and perfe& 

db is derived ; I and all that is within 
me praiſe and "magnify thy holy Name 
for all thy 1 mercies and ' favours which 
from time to time thou haſt beſtowed 
upon me. But eſpecially I thank thee 

for Jeſus Chriſt thy Son, the fountain 
and, foundation of al bleſſings and be- 
.hefits; that thou haſt ſent him 1nto the 
'World to take our nature. upoa him, 
"and. to die for us ; and that thou haſt 
fed me, who atn unworthy of the leaſt 
of- thy favours, with the precious merits 
of his death and paſſion. Bleſſed Lord 
God, thou haſt en pleaſed this day to 
fet thy Seal to the Pardon and forgive- 
neſs of all my ſins: Oh, let me not loſe it 
again by unthaokfulnels, or relapſing in- 
to, my old fins from which thou haſt 
purged me, leſt my Jaſt end,be worſe 
rhan my beginning, But if hereafter 1 
inal be tempred by the Devil, allured 
by the World. or provoked by my own 
tieſh, then {@ before mine eyes, by the 
re- 
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remembrance of thy Spirit, how dear the 
expiation of my fins'coſt my Lord and 
Saviour - Jeſus Chriſt, 'even the effuſion 
of his moſt precious and: holy blood ; 
that in the contemplation of his death, 
and application of his'moſt bitter paſſion, 
I may die daily unto'fin;intl ſo may fhew 
forth the Lords death till he come&and 
bring his reward with him; I may receive 
the Crown of Righteouſneſs which he 
hath purchaſed and prepared for all 
thoſe. that. love: and expect the day: of 
his appearing, with the precious price 
of his incorruptible blood. And where- 
as I have this day renewed my covenant 
with thee my God in vows and purpo- 
ſes of better obedience, affiſt me by thy 
prace, and ſtrehgthen the by thy power, 
that F'may pay the Vows which I have 
made unto thee, and” that by vertue of 
thy heavenly nouriſhment 1 may grow 
up in grace "and 'godlineſs, till at laſt 
I come 'to be a perfect man 1n Chriſt 
Jeſus. 

Preſerve and maintain VERY this 
thine Ordinance, that it may be a note 
and a badge of my publick profcſiton : 
and give uato all of us that have been 
partakers of thy body and blood, one 


heart and one mind 1a the unity of Spt- 
oo rit 
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rit,for the worthy and reveread receiving 
of the ſame whenſoever we ſhall come 
to thy holy Table again. Arid far this 
thy mercy towards me, do | yield unto 
thee all praiſe, and glory, and power, 
and might, aud majeſty, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe moſt blefled 
Name and words I farther pray, 

Onr Father, &c. 


Another Prayer before the Sacrament. 


Epart from me, for I am 
F# a ſinful man, O Lord. I 
am pot worthy that thon ſhouldſt come 
under my roof. For the houſe of my 
Soul, which thon haſt made a fit 
Temple for thy holy Spuwit to' inhabit 
11, I have defaced and defiled with all 
manner of pollutions and abominations, 
it is become a den- of ravenous Beaſts, 
and a cage of unclean Birds, and every 
corner ſo crowded with filthineſs, that 
thou wilt not find where to Jay thy 
head, Luk. 9.58. 

But thou, O Lord, which deſpiſeſt not 
a penitent (19her, but haſt promiſed to 
dwell with the humble and -contrite 
Sprrit, I beſecch thee calt me not away 
from 


Luk. 5. 8. 
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from thy preſence, but caſt out all pro- 
fancneſs and uncleanneſs out of my Heart, 
ind remove every thing that may offend 
the pure Eyes of thy glory, and the ho- 
lineſs of thy preſence : and then, O 
Lord, vouchiafe to come and. enter in, 
dnd dwell there, and abide with me for 
co... 

Behold, O Lord, I am before thee in 
my fins, clothed with filthy gar- 
ments , and Satan ſtanding at 
my right hand, accuſing me, and bring- 
ing my tranſgreſſions into remembrance 
before thee, with loud clamours for ju- 
ſtice againſt me, O Lord, I acknow- 
ledge and confeſs my ſclf guilty, and that 
I have deſerved the utmoſt of thy wrath 
and indignation. But, O Lord, I appeal 
from thy ſeat of judgment to thy throne 
of Grace and Mercy, humbly beleeching 
thee to rebuke and repel the malitious 
accuſer of thy ſervants, and hearken to 
the iriterceſſion of our advocate in thine 
own boſome: for his ſake have mercy 
upon me, and pardon my offences, and 
blot out the hand- Writing that is againſt 
me, and put away all mice 1niquities, 
and drown them in the depth of the Sea, 

Waſh me throughly from all my pol- 
Jutions 1a that Fountain which thou haſt 
P4 opened 


Zach. 3. tr. 
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opened-for Judah and dren bi to pu- 
rifie 1n 3 and then' clath me with that 
white -robe 'of thy Son's righteouſneſs, 
the' Wedding-garment requiſite at this 
fealt;' aril admit me to thy Table which 
thou haſt prepared for thy "Children. 

Add'orant, O Lord, that when T have 
talted GE theſe t thy Heavenly daiaties, 
[ may no more rcturn like the Dog to 
his \vomit, or the Sow that was: waſh- 
ed to her waltowing in the mire ; but 
I may keep my felf unſpotted from the 
World, and walk before thee in all pu- 
r1kic and holineſs. 

Ang now, O Lord, thou inviteſt 
and: extiorteſt me to come to thy holy 
Tablc. 

'O my God,-I know mine own un- 
worthincſs, yet ia the multitude of thy 
mercies'l will huthbly approach to = 
Altar, beleeching thee to behold me not 
with a ſevere, but a gracious eye. 

Thou knowelt the earneſt delire of 
my Soul ; be thou pleaſed to. paſs by 
the weakneſs of the flc(h, and accept 
the willingneſs of the $pirit, and grant 
that I may now receive this holy Sacra- 
ment to the honour and glory of thy 
Name, and the good aad cumfort and 
Salvation of my owa Soul, 


The 
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The Good Lord pardon every one that 
prepareth his heart to ſeek God, 2 Chror. 30. 
the Lord God of his Fathers, '* '* 
though he be not purified according to 
the purification of the SanCtuary. Amer. 


Ter N—_C 


After the Sacrament. 


Ord, what 1s man that thou 
| -, art mindful of him, or the OS 
ſon of man that thou viſiteſt him ? 

What is thy ſervant, that thou 
ſhouldeſt look upon ſuch a dead 
Dog as I ? 

The "Dogs eat of the crums that fall 
from their Maſters Table, but 
thou haſt fed me. with the 
bread of thy Children, and given me to 
drink of thine own cup. 

Thou' haſt fed mein a green 
Paſture, and Jeadeſt me forth 
belide the waters of comfort. 

O taſte and ſee how gracious 
the Lord is: bleſſed is the man 
that truſteth in him. 

What reward ſhall T render 
unto the Lord for all his be- 
nefits toward me ? 


2 Sam. 9.8. 


Mat: 15. 27. 


Pſal. 23. 2. 
Pſal. 34. 8. 


Pſal. 116. 12. 


Lord, 
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Lord, I offer up pd = > my felt, 
,,  tny ſoul and "and all that 
—; "266d haves bletching thee 
graciouſly to receive me for thy ſervant, 
to dwell in thy Houſe, and praiſe thy 
Name for evermore. 

Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
Glory, and Honour, and Pow- 
er; for thou haſt created all 
things, and for thy pleaſure they ate and 

were created. | 
Thou att worthy to take the Book, 
and to open the ſeals thereof : 
© forthou waſt ſlain, and haſt re- 
deemed vs to our God, out of every Kin- 
dred, and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
tion, and haſt made us unto our God 
Kings and Prieſts. | 

Salvation to our God which fitteth 
upon the Throne, and to the 
Lamb. Amen. | 

Bleffing, and Glory, and Wiſdom, and 
Thankſgiving, and Honour, and Power, 
and Might, be unto God for ever and/e- 
ver. Amen. 


Revel. 4. 11. 


Revel. s. 9. 


Rev. 7.10,12+ 
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An Admonition after Receiving. 


Nd now you have thus folemnly de- 
A voted and conſecrated your ſelf 
to God and his Service, beware that 
you do not fall back, and return to your 
former courſe of fin , like the 
dog to his own vomit; Or as comers 
the Serpent, which caſts up his Poyſon 
when he goes to» drink, and when he 
hath quenched his thirſt, returns and 
ſucks it up again. - And thts fome are 
content to leave theit (ins at the Church- 
door, but with an intent to take them 
up ag2in when they come ont, 

But God will not be ſo mocked. 

And know this, that if you have well 
and »worthily * performed this Duty to 
day, yet if you do not perſevere in Piety, 
as you have - promiſed and begun, nat 
onely your former fins, but even the 
Piety of this day ſhall one day riſe up in 
Judgment againſt you. 

But a diligent watching and warineſs 
over your ways after this, will be the beſt 
preparation againſt the next time. 
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A Prayer for one that is troubled in mind, 


Lord, the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort, I acknowledge 
and adore: thy eternal Power, 'and 
Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. I render thee my 
moſt hearty thanks for all the benefits thou 
haſt beſtowed on me,from my firſt coming 
to the world until this time. Mary, 
O Lord my God, are the wonderful works 
which thou haſt done, and thy thoughts 
which are to us-werd;, they cannot be rec- 
koned up in order unto thee : if T would 
geclare and ſpeak of them, they are more 
than can be numbered. Above all, I 
bleſs thee for that great demonſtration 
of thy Love and Good-will ro Mankind 
by Chriſt Jeſus, whom thou halt ſent in- 
to the world to ſave ſinners; and for 
bringing me to the clear knowledge of 
him, and unfeigned affection to thy holy 
Will declared to us; in his bleſſed Gol - 
pel. | 
O God, thou haſt taught me frommy_ 
youth up, and hitherto been: marvel- 
louſly gracious to me. Hide not, I be- 
ſeech thee, thy face now from me, and 


put natthy Servant away in diſpleaſure. 
Thou 


— 
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Thou haſt been my help, leave me: not 
neither forſake me, O God of my Salva- 
tion. But for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, I 
humbly intreat thee to pardon and pals 
by all my neglecqs of thee, and unthank- 
fulneſs to thee, and offences againſt thee. 
And as I here ſincerely devote and de- 
dicate my whole ſelf, ſoul and body to 
thy ſervice; lo help me, O my God, 
and further me in the performance of my 
duty, by the grace of thy holy Spirit. To 
thee all hearts are open, and from thee 
no ſecrets are hid : deal with me accor- 
ding to the earneſt deſire and full purpoſe 
of my ſoul, to conform my ſelf in all things 
to thy holy WI1ll. 

\ Settle in me an immoveable faith in 
thy:1nfinite Mercies, a conſtant love and 
chearful affetion to my duty, and a 
readineſs of heart to obey thee, and to 
ſabmit to thy wiſe appointments in every - 
condition. The whole Earth 1s full of 
thy Mercies. That I may rejoyce and be 
glad all my days, compoſe my broken 
and diſturbed thoughts, quiet my trou- 
bled and diſordered ſpirit, and appeaſe 
all the xagings and tumults there, -by a 
ſweet ſenſe of thy moſt tender mercies, 
which have been ever of old, and eadure 
continually, 
"cs Baniſh 
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Baniſh from me all cauſeleſs fears and 
jealouſies 3 deliver me from all unprofi- 
table ſadneſs and dejections of ſpirit : 
keep me from charging thee fooltſhly. 
Beſtow upon me a chearful ſpirit, by an 
humble hope in thee, and by referring 
my ſelf wholly to thee.  Endue me with 
ſuch wiſdom and uprightnefs, that I may 
neither neglect my duty, nor fuſpe& thy 

cious acceptance of me. Give'me an 
hearty zealto do the beft that I am able; 
and a ſetled perſwaſton that thou. re- 

uireſt no more of me. 

Defend me, O my gracious God, from 
diſhonouring thee, and my Religion, 
by diſtruſting thy goodneſs, and calling 


thy loving kindneſs in queſtion towards 


thoſe that are fiacerely bent to pleaſe 
thee. Remove all troubleſome imagina- 
tions from me, and give mea clear under- 
ſtanding of thee, and of my ſelf ; dr 
when I am in darkneſs and confufion of 
thonghts, grant me ſo much light and 
judgment, as not to conclude my elf 
forſaken by thee, but to refleft upon thy 
long-continued favours to me, and many 
deliverances of me ; that (o I may refolve 
ftillto hope in thee, to bear my preſent 
trouble patiently, and to reſign my will 
abſolutely to thy good plealure. And 

good 


—— ku. 
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good Lord, enable me to look beyond 
theſe clouds, to that bleſſed (tate whi- 
ther my Saviour is gone, 1n which there 
is no darkneſs at all : and in an humble 
hope of coming to the ſame place where 
he is, to content my ſelf with any con- 
dition whilſt I am here, ſo far remote 
from that Regioa of light and glorie. 
Hear me moſt loving and merciful 
Father, I moſt humbly beleech thee 3 
Pity my great dulneſs and deadneſs of 
heart. Strengthen my weak and feeble 
endeavours; ſupport my fainting ſpirit, 
and cauſe it humbly to hope in thee for 
ever. Confirm and eſtabliſh every gaod 
thought, delire and purpoſe which thou 
haſt wrought in me 3 perfet that which 
thou haſt begun 3 make me to grow 1n 
wiſdom, faith, love, and willing obe- 
dience : coadudq me hereafter ſo evenly 
and ſteadily, fo peaceably and quietly, 
ſo cheerfully and ſincerely in thy ways, 
that I may Glorifie thee whilſt I live, by 
encouraging others to accompany me: 10 
thy fervicez and when I came to die, 
may relign, my Soul unto. thee with an 
undiſturbed mind, aud 1n an, holy hope 
alſo of a jayful reſurreGion of the body, 
at the great day of the Lord Jeſus, ta 
whom be glory and dominion, tor ever. 
Amen. The 
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. The Prayer for a Woman with Child. 


Oſt merciful and gracious God, 
who wilt not turn away thine 
ear from thoſe that call' upon thee. in 
ſincerity and truth; look down with 
an Eye of pity and compaſſion upog 
thy unworthy Servant. I muſt confeſs, 
my fins are very great, and ſo is my 
danger which is at hand; my pains to 
come will be grievous, and my life 15 now 
moſt uncertain. Aſſure me, I beſeech 
thee, of-the forgiveneſs of all my fins, 
mitigate my fear and ſorrows, ſtrengthen 
me with the comforts of thy Spirit, con- 
firm me in the faith of my Saviour, and 
bleſs all good -means appointed for my 
comfort; that in due time I may be a 
joyful Mother, and ſee the fruit of my 
Body, ſafe, (found, and perfect, without 
blemiſh or deformitie. | 

O Lord, I know not how ſoon my 
travel will ſteal on me, when I mult 
tight that battle of Life and Death : one 
drop of thy mercy hath ſoveraign power 
to cure all the Wounds of thoſe ſorrows ; 
ſhcd therefore, O holy Father, that drop 
of grace upon me, in that minute ar 
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I am tg encounter with fo ſtern'an ad- 
verſaty ; ſtrengthen me with patience; 
bleſs me'that T periſh not : bleſs the'work 
of my Midwife; Jet not the Child 'yet 
unborn, the Babe in, tmy womb, be pu- 
niſhed for ' mine offences; bur'give- it 
growth, give ir flouriſhing, *agd fatin3 
and when the time is come,' thitthou 
wilt call it out of this tloſe Houfe of 
fleſh, where'it now-Tohibireth, rt dwell 
ir the'open World” faaQifie' thy Crea- 
ture, make it by Baprjſm, a member 
of thy Church, a Lamb'of thy flock, and 
djre&it'in the ways of Godlineſs to' its | 
lives'end. And all through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed words I con- 
tinue to pray, ; wh,” 
Our Father, XC, 


ll. 
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A Thanksgiving by the Woman after ſafe 
deliverance, to be uſed when ſhe is able., 


T Youl doth magnify the Lord, and 

; my Spirit rejoyceth in God my 
Saviour. ' He hath given me my Hearts 

deſire, and not denied ms the requeſt of 
my lips. Children are his heritage, and 
the fruit of the Womb is his reward: 

Glory be to thee, O Lord God eter- 

Q 


nal 
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nal, who haſt now delivered me from 
the great pains and peril of Child-birth, 
who haſt taken away my reproach, and 
made. me an inſtrument ro increaſe thy 
Kingdom. It is in thy power to ſtrike 
death into my Womb, but thou haſt 
given me a _ double life : all mine an- 
guiſhes thou haſt ſweetned with gladaeſs. 
Continue thy merczes and favours to me 
thy ſeryant ; put ſtrength into my bloud, 
bloud into my Veins, and courage into 
mine Reart 3, xhat-my lips may render 
thee deſerved thanks. 

Thou that art.the Fatherpf lave and 
life, look opon this mine Infant, which 
thou haſt given me; preſerve it in health, 
quicken it with grace, crown it with 
Jong life, that, it may grow up to be a 
ſervant in thy houſhold. Send the Fa- 
ther of 1t and me much comfort by it, 
that it may be a (ſtaff to our old age. 
Bleſs it with ſtore of friends in this 
World, and be thou the chief friend to it . 
tor evermore : and for the better growth 
in go1lineſs, feed it with the Milk of thy 
Word, defend it from all dangers, _ 
all enemies Bodily and Ghoſtly. 

And whereas it is written, that the 
great red Dragon ſtood before the Wo- 
ig which was ready to be delivered, 

that 


. } 
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that he might devour her Child when 
ſhe had brought it forth ; ſo guard me, and 
regard this my birth, that Satan rule not 
' nor reign within us; but deliver us (till 
aut of his Jaws, as a Bird ont of the 
Snare of the Fowler. Let thy bleſling, 
O Lord, be upon me and my Children, 
ſtrongly to help, keep and defend us, 
from this time forth for evermore. Amer. 
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A Prayer to be uſed by one that is ſick. 


Eternal and moſt merciful Father, 

look down 1 beſeech thee upon 
thy poor ſervant, who 1s puniſhed and 
afflicted in Body with the ſmart of my 
pain and ſickneſs; and who is allo 
troubled with the fear of thy heavy dil- 
pleaſure for my many fias and iniquities, 
wherewith [ have provoked thy holy 
Majeſty in the time of my health. I coa- 
fels that of very faithfulneſs and good- 
neſs to me, thou haſt laid this ſcourge up- 
on me, to the end that by the ſtripes of 
tay fleſh, my Spirit might be healed, and 
ſaved in the day of the Lord Jeſus. I va- 
lued not the benefit of health as I ſhould 
have done, and therefore thou haſt 
made me ſenſible of it by the want of 
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it : in proſperitie I remembred not the 
2flictions of my Brethren, and therefore 
thou haſt afli&ed me like unto them. I 
was ina kind of Spiritual lethargy, till 
thou didſt awake me with the ſtroke of 
thy hand. And becauſe I know that it 1s 
good for me to be thus diſciplined by 
thee, I humble my (elf under thy mightie 
hand, and kiſs this thy rod, which I 
truſt through thy grace ſhall make wy 
Soul appear fair and beautiful in thine 
Eyes. Comfort OLord, my fainting 
Spirit, and ſtrengthen my teeble knees, 
and ſupport my weak hands, and revive 
my deaded heart; and ſo powerfully afliſt 
me with the Spirit of ſtrength, that I 
may with confidence call upon thee, 
with patience endure this trial , with 
hope expect thy good pleaſure, with 
wiſdom make uſe of this thy viſitation, 
and with thankfulneſs ever praiſe thy 
goodneſs and mercy for my ſafe recove- 
ry, if it may be with thy ſacred will, 
whereunto I ſubmit and wholy reſign 
now and for ever, through Jeſus Chriſt 
my blefled Lord and Saviour, in whoſe 
moſt holy words I further pray, 

Our Father, &c. 


A 
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A Prayer tobe. ſaid by them that viſit the 


ſicks 


() Eternal God, who in thy holy 
word by the Apoſtle haſt pro- 
miſled, that the Prayer of faith ſhall ſave 
the ſick, and thou wilt raiſe him up ; and 
if he have committed ſins, they ſhall be 
forgiven him; We come unto thee in the 
behalf of our diſeaſed and diſtreſſed 
friend, viſited under thine hand. Speak 
comfortably, O Lord, unto his Soul ; ſeal 
in his heart by thy holy Spirit the for- 
givenels of all his fins. Have mercie up- 
on him, and according to the mu'titude 
of thy mercies do away all his offences : 
blot all bis ſins out of thy remembrance. 
Grant him thy grace to bear williag- 
ly this Croſ5, the Crofs of ſickneſs; to 
drink heartily of this Cxp, the Cup of 
affliction ; to endure patiently this Toak, 
the Yoak of tribulation; and to (uffer 
meekly this Rod, the Rod of correftion. 
He hath received good things of thee, 
make him willing to receive-evil allo: 
as heretofore he rejoyced in his health, ſv 
teach him now to rejoyce 1a his lickneſs: 
and as he was not aſhamed to live, fo let 
() 3 him 
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him not be afraid to die, becauſe bis life 
is hid with Chrift 1n Heaven. 

Let the ſweet feeling and taſt of a 
lively faith diſtaſt all the filthy corrup- 
tions that are in him; and after the ex- 
ample of the good Samariten, after the 
ſharp wine of grievous tribulation, inſtill 
alſo the ſuppling Oil of comfort, where- 
by be may be able to endure thoſe 
troubles which otherwiſe would be in- 
tolerable unto him. Strengthen his me- 
mory, whereby to call upon thy glorious 
Name. Settle his Spirits, that they may 
not wander and fly out into any unruly 
motions. Lay thy finger upon his lips, 
that they may not fall into curſing or 
blaſpheming thy Deitie, or into any vain 
language. Take from his Eyes all de- 
light of this frail world, and let his Soul 
make ready onely for a voiage to Hea« 
ven. Set thy ſaving mark upon his Soul, 
#ad pive order to the deſtroyer that he 
hurt-it not. But having fought a good 
fight, let him now triumphantly exult 
' and fay, O Death, where is thy ſting ;, 0 
Hell, where is thy vidory e Ithank thee, 
O Lord, who haſt given me vidory by Je- 
{us Chriſt. Be merciful uuto us here pre- 
ſent, who as feeling members of one bo- 
dy, adore thy holy Name, and jmplore 
| _ thy 
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thy Divine help, for this hy ſervant; 
grant him aſſiſtance of thy Spirit to the 


laſt gaſp, and us aſſurance to be heard of 


thee for him, ,and all others upon the 
like occaſion We could wiſh that thou 
ſhould(t ſpeak to this our friend, as thou 
didſt unto thy ſervant, when thou faid(t, 
Ariſe, take up thy bed, and walk : but yet 
alas! we know not whether we aſk a- 
right or notz thy will be fulfilled; we 
know: that he ſhall but change this life 
tranſitory for Eternitie,calt off mortalitie, 
and be-clothed with' immortalitie ;:and 
this light afflition, which is but for a 
moment, ſhall cauſe unto him a far mote 
excellent and eternal -weight of glory. 


W herefore-make us all wiſe to ſalvation ; 


end teach. us ſo to number our days aright, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wiſ- 
dam. | Give both chisthy ſervant and all 
of us grace; willingly-to forſake this pre- 
ſent evil world, . and {o'to live in thy 


fear; that we may dieinthy- favour, and 


ſo reign with thee for -ever hereafter. 
Grant: this for Jeſus-Ghrift bis ſake, our 
onely Lard and Saviour. Ames. 
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| ( Moſt:merciful Lord God, I thy-late 

J fick and orrowtul ſervant do with 
; bended' knees,” and a thankful heart, 
proſtrate my (clt before thee at this time, 
acknowledging that' thou: haſt 'been a 
loving Father unto me, not -onely before 
| was yer. born, but ever'fince [ hung 
upon' my Mothers breaſt. | 

Maniteſt experience have I had of thy 
manifold merciesmany tim, but never 
. wore than in'/my late and laſt viſitation. 
[offer now unto thee a ſacrifice of praiſe. 
Becauſe I employed not the faculties of 
. my. Sou] and members 6f my Body as! 
| fh»uld have done, thou didft Avec me 
. of 'the ſtrength; and vigor,-and uſe*of 
them for a ſeaſon; but now becauſe 
thy compaſſions fail not ;- thou huſt re- 
turned. them to me again : 'whetefore [ 
conſecrate and devote thermiperpetually 
to thy ſervice; and-as I 2m mthe ſtzte'of 
my Body, 10 by the power of thy-renew- 
ing grace | will become in the eſtate of 
my ſoul .a new mann. My broken heart 
which thou haſt healed,(hall now entirely 
love thee ; my feeble knees and weak - 
bones which thou haſt ſetled, ſhall night 
-and day bow to thee ; my weak hands 
which 
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which thou haſt ſtrengthned, ſhall con- 
tinually be lifted up unto thee. I confeſs 
unto thee, O Lord, that in my health I 
often read and heard that worldly de- 
lights and comforts were vain, and much 
like Flags and Bulruſhes, which men in 
danger of drowning catch tv bear them 
up, but they ſink down under. water 
with them; yet did I not learn till I ſuf- 
fered, til: thy rod had imprinted it even 
in my fleſh. Now O Lord [ beſeech thee 
to knit my heart unto thee, that I may 
fear thy Name: create 1n me a new heart, 
and renew a right Spirit within me. [I 
aſked*®life of thee, and thou gaveſt it me. 
I now deſire and crave thy falvationz O 
my God, with-hold it not : make me to 

repent of my fins ( the cauſe of my fick- 
| neſs) and to depend upon thee, the gi- 

ver of all good things; and make me in 
the time of proſperitie to think of | 
adverſity, in health to think of fick- 
neſs; 4n fickneſs to think of death, and 
at all rimesſo to thiak of judgmear, 
| that whether I wake or ſleep, cat or 

drink, or whatſoever I do elſe, I may 
ever have this ſounding in mine ears, 
Ariſe ye dead and come to judgment 
Give me grace, O Lord, to make this uſe 
of mitle affiiction paſt , and to cleave 
and 
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— ſtick faſt unto thee in all holineſs "I 


the time to come, through my Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in whoſe Name and 


words I further pray, 


Onur Father, &c. 


Ee 


Of DEATH. 


Nd now I cannot think any conclu- 
A fion more fit and proper for a de- 
vout life, than a ſhort meditation on 
that which ſhall be the concluſion of life 
it ſelf. Firſt therefore, conſider the ſhore- 
eſs and miſeries of this life 3 That our 
days conſume in vanity, and our years in 
troxble; That our -whole life is bat a 
Dream, and when Death awakes us, we 


find our hands emptie of all that which 


hath coſt us ſo much labour, and travail, 
and ſorrow, and (1n. 

Remember the ſwiftneſs and ſudder- 
eſs of Deathz That owr days are but a 


Jſpan-long, and our flouriſhing but a flower | 


of the field, which though it be not 
plucked up, yet ſoon withers of it ſelf, 
and falls away. 

The young may die ſoon, but the old 


cannot live lang. 
Re- 


an - 
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Remember that in this ſhort life, we 
are yet to provide for an Eternity either 
of weal or woe; and therefore cannot 
be too careful how we ſpend every mt- 
nute of that upon which depends a mat- 
ter of ſogreat, ſo laſting importance. 

There is but one way of Birth, but 
many ways and means of Death : and 
our life hangs by ſo (mall a thread, that 
every little chance is re2dy to breakit off. 

After Death we are immediately cal- 
led to judgment before the high Court of 
Heaven, to give a ſevere account how 
we have performed that duty to which 
we were Created; and accordingly to 
receive an irrevocable ſentence of eternal 
happineſs or miſery. 

The Judge, before whom we ſhall 
ſtand, 1s infinite both in Kzowledge and 
Power; ſo that it is impoſſible either to 
hide any thing from his all-ſeeing Eye, or 
to eſcape out of the reach of his Al- 
mighty hand. | 

The Lord cometh in a day when welook 
not for him, and in an hour when we are 


[ot aware, Let us therefore watch, and 
| watt for his coming, #hat when he knock- 


eth, we may open unto him immediately. 


How dangerous and deplorable a con- 
dition would it be, to be#found and 
taken 
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taker away in the mid(t of any fi, or i 
a continned courſe of finfol life. 

On the contrary, how happy , an 
bleſſed, and joyful a thing would it be 
to be found practiſing gnd perſeveriag in 
that which is good | 

Bleſled is that ſervant, whom his Like 
when he cometh ſhall fiad ſo doing. 


Pom——_ 


A Prayer preparatory to Death. 


Eternal Lord God, who haſt Crea- 
ted the world and all Time, who 
haſt made my days as it were a ſpan-long, 
and mine Age even as nothing in re- 
ſpe&t of thee : Teach me ſo to number 
my days, that I may apply my heart 
to thy Heavenly wiſdom, and ſo care- 
fully imploy this ſhort time which thou 
haſt appointed me to ſpend here, fo 
make up my recknings before that oreat 
day come,that whenſoever thou ſhalt call 
me hence, I may give ſuch an account of 
the Talent wherewith thou haſt intruſted| 
me, that I may receive that joyful fen- 
tence, Well done, good and faithful ſer- 
vant, ' 
Graat that I may be always provided 
with Oyl in my Lamp, and ready toen- 
ter 
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] ter in with the wiſe Virgins whenſoever 
J the Bridegroom ſhall come, and receive a 
o bleſſing among thoſe which watch and 
wait for thy coming : ſo come Lord Jeſu, 
a] come quickly. Amen, 


— 


Grace before Meat. 


Umble- our Souls before- thee, O 

Lord, and cauſe us to ſee the ſmal- 

neſs of our deſert, even in reſpect of the 

| leaſt of thy mercies; and bleſs theſe thy 

| Creatures to us at this time, to the re- 

joycing of the Soul of thy ſervants, 
' through Jeſus Chriſt. Aer. 


Grace after Meat. 


Lord, we retura thee moſt heartie 
thanks for the mercy we have en- 
joyed in receiving theſe thy Creatures 
for our Bodily relief, and let us alſo 
labonor for the meat that periſheth 
not, for the ſake of our Saviour Jeſus 
| Chriſt, Amer. 
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Grace before Meat. 


E look up unto thee, O Lord, 
who giveſt us life and breath, 
and all things; beſecching thee to for: 


give us all our ſins, and to make ns ſuch 


thankful partakers of theſe thy good 
Creatures, that by a moderate uſe of them 


our Bodies may be refreſhed, and made 


more fit to accampany our Souls in hear- 
ty endeavours to dothee faithful ſervice, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amex. 


Gracs after Meat. 


E return unto thee, O Lord, our 
hearty thanks for theſe and all 
other the like mercies beſtowed upon us, 
even (ince we had a being ; eſpecially for 
the promiſes thou haſt givea us of eter- 
nal life, by thy Son Chriſt, Enable us, 
we beſeech thee, to continue ſo patiently 
in all good works, that at laſt we may at- 
tain it, And bleſs thine Univerſal 
Church , theſe Realms, the King, the 
Queen, aad all the Royal Family ; and 
grant us thy grace, mercy and peace, 
through Ghriſt Jeſus. Amer. 


FINTS, 


LY 
YO — 


BOOKS Printed for, and are to be Sold 


by Robert Sollers, at the Kings Arms 
in Ludgate-ſtreet. 


{O_o preached upon ſeveral occeſions 
i ) before the King at Whitehal. By the 
Right Reverend Father in God | Jobr 
Wilkins, late Lord-Biſhop of Cheſter ; to 
which is added A diſconrſe concerning the 
| beauty of Providence, by the ſame Author. 

Rome a-la-modez or the Sentiments of 
the Court and Cardinals there, concer- 
ning Religion and the Goſpel, as they are 
delivered by Cardinal Palavicini 1n his 
Hiſtory of the Council of Trent. 

Syncriſts, or the moſt natural and eaſfie 
method of learning Latine by comparing 
it with Engliſh. Together with the ho- 
ly Hiſtory of Sciprture-war : Or, the ſa- 
cred Art Military, Illuſtrated in tourteen 
Copper-plates ; with the rude Tranſla- 
tion oppoſite, for the exerciſe of thoſe 
that begin to make Latin. By E. Coles. 

Cocker's Arithmetick : the ſecond Im- 
preſſion. 

Cocker's Morals, fitted for the uſe of 
all Grammar and Writing-ſchools : For 
the Scholars of the firſt to turn into La- 
tine, and for thoſe of the other to tran- 

ſcribe 
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 ſcribeinto all their various and curious 
Hands. | 

Nuge venales : or , the complaifant 
Companion ; being new Jeſts Domeſtick 
and Forrain, Bulls, Rhodomontado's,plea- 
{ant Novels and Miſcellanies, S 

Aſteria and Temberlain; or,the Diſtreſ: 
ſed Lovers : 'a Novel, 

Madam Wheadle : or, the faſhionable 
Miſs difcovered : with all her modeſt Pre- 
tences, and ſubtile Stratagems; - - 

Scaramounch, a Philoſopher, ec: Ated 
at the Theatre Royal: A Comedy, writ- 
ten by Edward Ravenſcroft, Gent. 

A Treatiſe of the nature of a Miniſter 
in all his Offices. To which is annexed, 
an Anſwer to Dr. Forbes, concerning 
the neceſſity of Biſhops to ordain; which | 
is an Anſwer to a Queſtion propoſed in 
theſe late unhappy times to the Author, 
What is a Miniſter? By William Lucy 
Lord Biſhop of St. David-. 
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